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7STATE LIBRARIES
In treating of library legislation in Nebraska we shall first
consider the law dealing with the state library,not because it is of
the greatest importance but because the first legislation in regard
to libraries in Nebraska was in connection with the state library.
1
The library had existed as a territorial library and was authorized
as a state institution under the "act to create the office of state
librarian and to define the duties of the same " approved June 22,
2 3 
1867. This act was repealed and a new one framed March 3,1871,
which resulted in a total reorganization of the library on the basis 
on which it remains today. The law in substance provides for the 
division of the library into two separate divisions. One embracing 
"all miscellaneous works,books,pamphlets,maps and charts,and the 
statutes and other books required by law to be deposited in the of­
fice of the secretary of state and to be known as the miscellaneous 
division of the state library; the other consisting of all books of 
reports and other law books,and to be known as the law division of
Athe library.
Each of the divisions shall be managed and controlled by a sep­
arate board of directors and administered by a separate librarian. 
The governor ,secretary of state,and state auditor constitute the
board of directors of the miscellaneous library and the secretary of
5state is also librarian. The judges of the supreme court fonn the
1 Revised statutes of Nebraska,1866,page 251,chap.32
2 Laws of Nebraska,1867
3 Laws of Nebraska,1871,see appendix A
4 Laws of Nebraska,1871,chap.75,sec.2
5 Laws of Nebraska,1871,chap.75,sec.2-3
board of directors of the law division, while the clerk of the su­
preme court is the librarian. It is the duty of both boards to make
i
therules governing their respective libraries,and of the librarians 
to execute these rules. It is also the duty of each librarian to
make an annual report to the governor,concerning the condition of
a.the division in his charge.
The growth of the two divisions of the library is provided for by 
an appropriation of $200,to be divided equally between the two, to- 
gether with the amount acruing from fines and forfeitures.
The law division has the privilege of exchanging any surplus or 
duplicate sets of reports or lav/ books belonging to them and to use 
the money thus derived in the purchasing of additional books.
The idea of separating the state library into law and miscel­
laneous divisions and of placing the control of the same in the hands 
of two separate boards is carried out in the lav/s of two other states 
Montana,and Rhode Island. In Montana,the chedf justice,associate 
justices of the supreme court, secretary of state and state auditor 
constitute the board controlling the law division,while the miscel­
laneous division is managed by a board of five members appointed by
the governor. Both boards have the power to appoint a librarian for
5their respective libraries to serve for a term of two years.
The law of Rhode Island is more nearly coincident with that of 
Nebraska. The miscellaneous library is under the supervision of the 
governor and secretary of state but does not include the state audi-
1 Laws of Nebraska,1871,chap.75,sec.4
2 " " " sec.8
3 " " " sec.11
4 " " " sec.13
5 Laws of Montana,see appendix A
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toras the Nebraska law does. The secretary of state is librarian in 
both cases. The provision for the law library makes the clerk of thee 
appl$ate division of the supreme court responsible for the care and
custody of the division,and with the advice and consent of the jus-
/tices may appoint a librarian.
In all other states if a division of the state library is made 
the divisions are controlled by the same board of trustees. In e- 
leven states,Alabama,Delware,Florida,Idaho,Kansas,Minnesota,Missouri 
North Carolina,North Dakota,South Carolina and Wyoming,the supreme 
court constitutes this board and in Wisconsin,the supreme court in 
connection with the attorney general . The librarian is appoint­
ed in various ways. The laws of Idaho,Kansas,Missouri,North Carolina 
and South Carolina make it the duty of the board of trustees to ap­
point the librarian; those of Delware,Minnesota and Wyoming place 
the power in the hands of the governor; while the marshall of the 
supreme court is librarian in Alabama,in Florida the clerk of the 
supreme court and in North Dakota the Secretary of state.
Returning to the board of trustees,an almost equal number of 
states,Connecticut,Georgia,IIlinois,Iowa,Maine,Michigan,Mississippi, 
New Jersey,Pennsylvania,Tennessee,Washington and West Virginia,con­
stitute the governor either alone as in the case of Georgia,or in ■ *
connection with others,as the board of trustees. In Connecticut the 
General Assembly appoints two persons to act with the governor.
In Michigan it is the two legislative committees on the state library 
who aid the governor. Oftener it is two or more other state officers 
as in Illinois,the governor,secretary of state,and superintendent of
1 Laws of Rhode Island,see appendix A
2 Laws of above states,see appendix A3 " « n
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public instruction,compose the board. Iowa makes the same provision 
with the addition of the judges of the supreme court. Pennsylvania 
Washington,and West Virginia connect the governor with the secretar 
of state and attorney general,while Maine,the governor and his coun­
cil,and Tennessee,the governor and judges of the supreme court.
In all these states with the exception of Illinois Mississippi 
and Tennessee,the board of trustees or governor appoint the librari­
an. In the former the secretary of state is librarian and in the 
latter he is elected by the legislature.
There are three other ways of providing for the control and 
management of the state library. Colorado,Indiana and Hew York place 
it in the hands of the educational board. The state superintendent 
of public instruction makes the rules and regulations and has the 
care and custody of the state library of Colorado entirely in his 
own hands. In Indiana the entire state board of education consti­
tute the board of trustees and it is their privilege to apooint a 2
librarian. The Hew York law provides for the control of the state
library among the various duties of the board of regents of the state 
3
university.
In Hew Hampshire and Vermont the library is in the care of a
board appointed by the governor. In Hew Hampshire this board consist
\ Aof three members serving for a term of three years,while in Vermont
thre are nine members of the board ,of which the governor,chief judge
5and secretary of state are exofficio members. Both boards appoint 
a librarian.
1 Laws of Colorado,see appendix A 
~2 Laws of Indiana,see appendix A
3 Laws of Hew York,see appendix A
4 Laws of Hew Hampshire,see appendix,A
5 Laws of Vermont,see appendix A
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The last and most ideal way of providing for the government
of the state library is that carried out in Ohio. The law was passed
in 1896 and provides that the library shall be under the control of
1
the library commission. This commission is a board having in charge 
the advancment of the library movement in the state and making the 
state library the center of that movement. The privilege of the
trustees and librarian is not only to furnish a library that shall 
be to the state what a national library is to the nation,one that 
shallbe a depository for all laws and reports of the state legisla­
ture and courts, shall collect all books of local interest both as to 
history and literature,shall care for this material and make all 
available for the use of not only the members of the legislative 
body but to the general public, but shall also see that the spirit 
and force of this library shall disseminate to every library through 
out the state and cooperate with them in furthering the library in­
terests. If this is the practical idea of the state library , prac­
tical legislation must provide for a board of trustees and librarian 
which can best put into effect this idea. This can only be secured 
where both the trustees and librarian are keeping pace with the pro­
gressive spirit of the times.
The separation of the library into the law and miscellaneous 
divisions is an admirable one for the purpose of arrangement. But 
both should be under the management of one board of trustees. The 
interests of both are the same. The miscellaneous division forms 
the main library,the law division being only one portion of the ref­
erence books and placed in an apartment by themselves toraake them 
more accessible to the public using them. The advantage of a supreme 
1 Laws of Ohio,see appendix A
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court as a board of trustees is in the knowledge and intrest it would 
bring to the supervision of the law library. But as has just been 
stated the lav/ division is only a part of the state library, tod the 
judges of the supreme court couldA be expected to have the same in­
terest in the other division of the library; nor have they the time 
to keep in harmony with the growing library spirit which demands 
that the state library shall stand as a greater educational factor 
than formerly.
The same disadvantages may be applied to the governor and other 
state officers as a board of trustees, with the additional one of 
the term of office. In the case of the supreme court , every year o 
tv/o would bring a change of one or more members of the board but 
rarely ever a change of all the members. The provision for Ne­
braska for the miscellaneous library elects an entire new board and 
librarian every two years. Unless the governor ,secretary ofstate 
or state auditor are reelected what chance is there for continous 
progress along any definite line for the state library? toother 
disadvantage is that the control of the library is entirely within 
the pov/er of politics. This point is obviated in the laws of New 
Hampshire and Vermont which provides for a board elected by the gov­
ernor.
The state board of education as a board of trustees for the 
state library is a step in the right direction. As it provides a 
board which has the educational features of the library at heart.
The greatest disadvantage is that the library is only one of the
many institutions under its care, while it is the only library over
''
v/hich it has any control. Thus the time to be given to the govern­
ment of the library by the state board of education must be necessar-
13
il3r limited and the power of making the library the center of library
movement of the state could not be as proficient as that of a board
who had a working knowledge of the progress libraries were making
through out the state.
The New York state library is a department of the State univer- 
isity and as such it naturally comes under the care of the regents.
But it is not the only library that the regents have an oversight
2
of . The regents have formed a public libraries division through 
which they have been able to accomplish the same work that other 
states have through their library commissions. The government of th 
New York state library is then very similar to that of the Ohio 
state library and is practically managed by a board of trustees who 
constitute at the same time a board of library commissioners who 
have the supervision of all the libraries in the state. This board 
is in every way capable of making an efficient board to govern the 
state library as having a wide knowledge and interest in the admin­
istration of libraries. And the fact that, the board is appointed 
by the governor and unremunerated by the state is sufficient reason 
for keeping it outside of politics.
The term of office is so arranged that only one or more expire 
at the same time which provides for a continuance of methods already 
instituted and also an introduction of new ideas but guards against 
an entire revolution of systems.
The support or provision for growth of the state libraries of
the various states is provided for in four diferent ways. The majo]
3
ity of the states make an appropriation ranging from seventy five
1 Laws of New York,1897,chap.378,§10,see appendix A
2 Laws of New York,1897,see appendix D
3 Laws of Ala.,Conn.,Del.,Ind.,Ia.,Kas.,KY.,Me.,Mich.,Miss.,M0.,Neb. 
N.H.,N.J.,N.Y.,N.D.,R.I.,S.C.,Tenn.,Vt.,Va.,W.Va.,see appendix A
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1 2 
dollars (Delaware) to fifteen thousand dollars (Hew York) .
Other states secure their book fund through a certain per cent of the 
3
fines or fees. By this means the trustees have no stated sum on
which to rely and the number of accessions to the library each year
must depend upon the cases which have been brot into courts.
A few of the other states depend on the sale of their publications
4
or exchanges of them made with other states. But if the library is 
to be a state library , thereby meaning not only a depository for 
laws and reports of its own and those of other states but also a 
collector of general literature and especially a collector of state 
historyand archives and all literature pertaining to state interests 
there must be a stated sum placed at the disposal of the trustees , 
on which they can depend not only for stated purchases but also for 
the unexpected opportunities which if not taken advantage of mean 
severe loss to the library.
Every state does not provide by legislation for a report either
from the librarian or board of trustees to the governor or legisla- 
5
ture. The report is valuable from a threefold point of view. A
board of trustees is more apt to give a more conscientious execution 
to their trust when a full and complete report of their administra­
tion is required. Secondly it is the only means the state has of 
knowing the exact condition of the library, the number of volumes 
added,the increase of circulation and how the appropriation has been
expended, lastly the circulation of these reports among other libra­
rians and trustees gives them a knowledge of what the different states
are doing and becomes a spur to library progress.
1 laws of Delaware,see appendix A
2 Laws of Hew York,see appendix A
3 Laws of Cal.,Mont.,Hev.,see appendix A
4 Laws of Cal. ,Col. ,Fa. ,Ga^O.,see appendix A
5 Laws of states,see appendix A
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES
One of the first acts of the state legislature is that of mak­
ing suitable provision for the education of its c-i'tizens. Sections 
of land are set aside in each county,the income derived from which 
shall be set aside for the maintenance of public schools and a state 
university. Coordinate with this is the privilege of providing for 
a component factor of the educational institution, a■free public li- 
brary. An institutionAif not a public school shall be a school for 
the public,by meeting the demands of the serious student in his work 
of research,by furnishing the latest material on current topics for 
the citizen,the"new book" for the pleasure loving reader,supplement' 
ary reading and works of reference for the scholar in the grades 
and in the last few years special attention has been paid to the 
children;and childrens rooms or childrens corners have been provided 
in all progressive libraries.
With the exception of thirteen every state out of the 45 has
recognized this privilege by providing state legislation,either of a
1
pemisive,suggestive or mandatory nature. The permissive law is
the most meagre of all library legislation and is that provided by2
Mississippi,Nevada and Texas . The law simply states that cities , 
towns or municipalities have the power or are authorized to estab­
lish public libraries.
The suggestive law is the popular one and is carried out in 
3
most of the states, end not only authorizes the city to establish
a library but also states the way in which it may be established,
■ • ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 See appendix B
2 See laws of these states,appendix B
3 Laws of Cal.,Col.,Conn.,111.,Ind.,la.,Kas.,Me.,My.,Mass.,Mich.,
Mo. ,Mont. ,Neb. ,N. J. ,N.Y. ,N.D.AK. ,0. ,Penn. ,R.I. ,S.I>ak. ,Uta. ,Ver. ,Wash. 
Wis.,& Wy.,see appendix B
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the means of support,the amount of tax or appropriation,and also
some idea, as to the government of the library.
Hew Hampshire is the only state which frames a mandatory law,
viz."The selectmen in each town shall assess annually upon the polls
and rateable estate therein,a sum to be computed at the rate of $30
for every one dolla,r of the public taxes apportionedto such town,
and so for a graeter or less sum." This sum may be exceeded when 
2
thot necessary. In towns where no library exists the money so
raisedis held in trust and allowed to accumulate until such time as
3
the town shall vote to establish a library. A fine of $500 is lev­
ied on any town or library official for violating this law, exemp­
tion is only made in cases where the town has voted that the estab-
' 4lishment of a public library is deemed inexpedient. As a result
of this law there are only 29 out of a total of 233 towns in the
state of Hew Hampshire that are without public libraries;15 of these
are levying a tax in anticipation of a library and 14 voted that it
5was inexpedient to establish a. public library at the present time. 
The first law in Nebraska concerning free public libraries was
u
of a permissive nature,i.e. The mayor and council shall have power
to establish and maintain public libraries and reading rooms,to
purchase books,papers,maps and manuscripts therefor and to receive
donations and bequests of money and property for the same in trust 
6
or otherwise." This law remained in force until 1875 when a more 
progressive law was framed which provided that a tax of one mill 
might be levied for a library fund if the question to establish a
1 Laws of N.H. 1895,chap.118,s e c . s e e  appendix B,Authority.
" " sec.2 " Support.3 " " " sec.3 " "
4 " " M sec.8 " Management.
5 N.H. Library commission,Board of. Report,1898,P.7-8&42.
6 Law of Nebraska,1873,chap.8,sec.15.
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public library,after having been submitted to the voters in a gen-
1
eral election should receive a majority of the votes cast.
The law consisted of ten sections and suggested that a board of
nine directors be appointed by the council to arrange for the gov-
2
ernment of the libraries. Each section practically set forth the
same ideas concerning the management of the library as are contained
in our present law which was approved by the state legislature in 
3
1877. The law was modeled after the Illinois plan which ha,s 
formed the basis of the library laws of many states.
In discussing the laws of Nebraska and comparing them with 
those of other states it is only necessary to speak of them in re­
lation to their provision for authority,support,management and pro­
tective laws.
As to the authority for the establishment of the public library
the Nebraska law of 1877 and the law as it remains today places the
power with the city council without the necessity of submitting the
4
question to the vote of the electors. This same plan is followed
in many states as,California,Colorado,Connecticut,Illinois,Indiana,
5
Minnesota,New York, North Dakota., Ohio,Pennsylvania,and Wisconsin.
In Utah a petition must be presented to the council signed by
6250 or 1000 voters according to the population of the town or city.
In Washington the establishment is dependent upon a petition of 
three or more taxpayers together with their agreement to raise a 
subscription of $1000 or its equivalent in books. The other states 
decide the question through a general election,usually brot before
1 Nebraska laws,1875,page,192,sec.1.
2 " n •» sec. 2.
3 " " 1877,page 150-3.
4 " " " 150,sec.1.
5 Laws of these sta.tes,see appendix B,Authority.
6 Laws of Utah,1896,chap.54,sec.1.
7 Ballinger.Annotated codes of Washington,1897,chap,12,sec,981.
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the people by means of a petition signed by from 25 to 100 voters 
The ways employed then in establishing free public libraries 
are through the council or by petition, election,or subscription. 
The laws of Hew York are very liberal in this respect and any of 
these ways may be adopted according to the local conditions.
1
The support of the public library is the next point for con­
sideration. And it is in proportion to the generousness of this 
aid that the growth and value of the library will depend. The
usual method is thro a tax levied on all taxable property. The rate
‘2
ranges from one third of a mill as in New Jersey and Utah to one
3 4 5
and two mills in other states. Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
6
Wisconsin have no fixed rate but leave it in the power of the city
or town to lev^y the amount necessary for the establishment and
maintenance of the library. New York has a stated rate but grants
the privilege to the municipal authorities of levying an additional
• 7
tax when deemed necessary. Massachusetts and Pennsylvania also
8
turn over the dog tax to the library fund. While Washington sets
9
aside a certain per cent arising from fines,penalties and licences.
10 11 12 13 14
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey,
15 16
Rhode Island and Varmont provide for a certain sum to be paid
1 Laws of la.,Kas.,Me.,My.,Mass.,Mich.,Mo.,Mont.,N.J.,N.Y.,R.I.,
S.Dak.,see appendix B,, Authority.
2 New Jersey.General Statutes,1895,sec.34. Utah laws,1896,chap.54§1.
3 Laws of Cal.,Col.,111.,Ind.,la.,Kas.,Mich.,Minn.,Mo.,Mont.,Neb., 
N.Dak.,0.,Penn.,S.Dak.,see appendix B,Support.
4 Connnecticut laws,1893,chap.178,sec.1&2.
5 Massachusetts public statutes,1882,chap.227,sec.10.
6 Wisconsin statutes,1898,chap.89,sec.931.
7 New York laws,1897,chap.378,sec.38.
8 Massachusetts public statutes,1882,chap.102,sec.107.
9 Pennsylvania,Pepper&Lewis,Digest,1700-1394,page4575,sec.311.10 Maine public laws,1895,chap.110&45,sec.2.
11 Massachusetts acts of 1890,chap.347,sec.3-5,Acts of L892,chap.225.
12 New Hampshire public statutes,1891,chap.8,sec.23.13 New York
14 New Jersey laws,1900,sec.4. 15 Rhode Island laws,1896,p.175§4 
I 16 Vemont statutes,1894,chap.48,sec.877.
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out of the state treasury towards the establishment or support of 
the public library. The provision for this aid is usually incorpor­
ated in the duties of the library commission. The amount of aid 
given differs in the different states. In Maine it is a sum equal 
to 10/£ of the appropriation made by the city. In others it is a 
sum equal to the sum raised by the city for the establishment of 
the library.
There is one other wa,y of determining the rate of tax for the 
support of a library and that is the method followed in the legisla­
tion of Maine and Vermont . These states in place of levying a tax 
on all taxable property,levy a tax per poll. Maine fixes the rate
at $2 per poll for the establishment of the library and $1 per poll
1
for the maintenance. Vermont appropriates $3 per poll for the es­
tablishment and for maintenance such amount as is found necessary
2
in each locality.
Of these various ways of providing for the public library that 
of the unlimited rate of taxation or the fixed rate with the privi­
lege of additional support either by appropriation from the city or 
state has been found to be of the greatest benefit. And in states 
where these methods prevail the library movement has made the great­
est advanc ement.
The fact that there are today but 79 libraries in the state of
3
Nebraska,17 only of which are free public libraries is in great 
measure due to the very meagre provision for the support of such 
libraries. The rate is fixed at a limit of one mill on the dollar. 
Pairbury like many another town of its size in the state has no free
1 Maine public laws,1893,chap.55,sec.2.
2 Vermont statutes 1894,chap.48,sec.888.
3 See statistics public libraries of Nebraska,appendix,G.
02 lO
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public library. To establish a library of 5000 volumes including
buying the books, providing shelving and supplies,and a trained li-
brarian to organize and prepare the books for circulation means a
1
total cost of $15,000 . And to maintain the library and insure a
very moderate growth would necessitate an annual income of $3000,
or a tbree mill tax on a $1,000,000 valuation. Pairbury has an
2
assessed valuation for 1899 of $346,137, the one mill tax would
raise $346 to do the work of $3000. When could Pairbury hope to
have a public library? Take Beatrice the third citv in size in
3
the state. The assessed valuation for 1899 is $944,886. The one mill 
tax will produce $945 to buy new books and periodicals,furnish heat 
and light and pay the librarian,for the current year. As the provi­
sion stands Omaha, and Lincoln are the only two cities in the state 
that can be assured of an income large enough to warrant a growing 
and progressive library. Prom the public library today the people 
demand that they shall receive the latest book on the current sub- 
;}ect,in science,history and literature,as well as the standard work 
of reference; they demand the last new novel,and the current paper 
and magazine,and it is their right. It is also the right of the 
citizen of the lesser city and it is the privilege of the state toto
give,them. Nebraska has made great progress in educational matters
and can stand in the foremost rank with any state in the Union.
The public library is one of the component factors of the educa­
tional system and it is as requisite to the citizen as the school
oir college is to the student. Its development rests on the more
1 Books,$7500;Organizer and assistant,$500; Shelving and suplies, $1700. ;
See letter from County Treasurer,Pairbury,Nebraska, appendixH.
" 2 Beatrice,Nebraska, w
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advantageous provision forsupport. What is needed is a tax to meet
the conditions of each city or town or village and no one knows
what that is but that same city,town or village.
The management of the public library is usually in the control
of a board of trustees. There are four ways of appointing this
1board ,by the mayor with the advice and consent of the council, by
2 3
election as other city officers,by the board of education, and last­
ly in Indiana the board of education is the board of library trus- 4
tees.
The same disadvantages may be urged against the board of educa­
tion serving as a board for the public library as well as for the 
state library,that of lack of time and divided interests.
In North Dakota the board of education make the appointment of
the library directors. They consist of five members ,one of whom
5
is a member of both boards. Wisconsin also provides that the super­
intendent or supervising principal of the schools ,shall be one of
6
the library trustees. This arrangement is an excellent one as pre­
serving the educational feature of the library yet at the same time 
providing a board , the time of all of whose members is not divided 
in the government of too many institutions.
The method of electing trustees, while it may prove to be a
board of the peoples choosing will necessarily limit the establish-
\
ment of the library to one time in the year unless a special elec­
tion is called which would rarely be taken advantage of.
The appointment by the mayor with the consent of the council is
1 See laws of Gol. ,111.,la. ,Kas.,Mich.,Minn.,Mo.,Mont.,Neb. ,N..T.,
N.Y.,0.,R.I.,Uta.,Wash.,&Wis.,appendix B,Management.
2 See laws of- Cal. ,Conn. ,Mass. ,Mo. ,N.H., appendix B,Management.
3&5 N.Dakota.Revised codes,1895,article 10,sec.2468.
4 Indiana-Thomtons statutes,1897,article 9,sec.6234.
6 Wisconsin- Statutes,1898,sec.932.
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1
the usual method and is that provided in the Nebraska law.
The board is composed of nine members for a term of three years
2
each. Nine directors is a suitable number and allows for a divi­
sion of labor by the appointment of different committees,such as 
administration,finance,book and building and grounds committees.
The advantages of a term of office for three years,arranged so 
that three new members shall be elected each year has been explained 
inregard to the tern of office of the trustees of the state library.
It is always advisable to make the term of office correspond 
with the calendar year as that time would be freer from the demands 
of politics.
The qualifications of the trustees to be appointed cannot be 
too carefully considered. They should be men or women who have the 
interests of the community at heart, who have literary tastes,that 
a wise selection of books may be made,but also those who have execu­
tive ability that the government both as to administration and fi­
nance may be conducted on business principles.
The Trustees have the making of the by-laws,rules and regula­
tions,the control of the expenditures and the appointment of a li-
3
brarian,who shall have the immediate supervision of the library; 
and that library will have the greatest results whose trustees repose 
a perfect trust and confidence in their librarian,share with her 
the responsibility of the administration and grant her freedom to 
exercise her judgment in matters which should come under her control.
Reports should be required by the trustees of the librarian 
and in turn by the city authorities of the trustees. As has been 
said it is only thro the reports that the people can learn how the
1 &2 Nebraska laws,1877, sec.2.' 
3 Laws of Nebraska,1877,Sec.3-6.
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full extent of the trust imposed has been excuted.
It is interesting to note how many states have provided against
1
injury or loss thro special legislation. In the majority of states 
the law contains a clause to the effect that power is given to the 
council to pass city ordinances imposing suitable penalties for vio­
lation of laws. Massachusetts, Nebraska,Hew York,Ohio,Rhode
2
Island,and Wisconsin have special laws.
The foregoing legislation has dealt entirely with the town or
village library. We have seen what it means to maintain even a
small library and many towns and villages would find the tax too
grievous if born entirely within their own community.Yet they desire
3
a free public library. Five states have solved the question by 
establishing the township library. It is especially advantageous 
for the western states, whenevillages are small and scattered.
The organization is much after the same plan as the city li­
brary. The question is usually voted upon in the township election.
The tax is necessarily larger than that of a wealthier community.
4
Kansas votes three mills on the dollar. The government is by a
board of trustees with the same duties as in the city library.
The board is appointed different in each of the different states.
5
In Illinois they are elected at the next general election. In 
6 7
Indiana and Kansas the township trustee and board have entire charge
of the library. And in Michigan the township board of school in-
8
spectors constitute the township library board. The last method 
and the one more in union with the approved method for the city 
library is that employed in New Jersey. The legislative body of the
1 Laws of Cal.,Col.,111.,Kas.,Mich.,Mo.,Minn.,Penn.,Uta.,see appen­
dix, B Protective laws.
2 See laws of these states,appendix B, Protective 'laws.
3 Laws of ILL.,Ind.,Kas.,Mich.,N.J.,see appendix B,
4 Kas.laws,1897,cp.39,§53. For notes 5-9 see page 24.
township has the appointing of the trustees. And as the same quali 
fications exist in a library board for both city and township li­
brary the same method of appointment is advisable. They shall be 
chosen for their interest in library work and for their willingness 
to devote a portion of their time ,uncompensated to making the li­
brary of as great usefullness as possible to the people of the com­
munity.
County libraries fulfilling the same function to the
county as the township or precinct library to the township or pre-
1
cinet,have also been established in Indiana. And in Wyoming such 
a provision forms the only state legislation in regard to free pub-
<vlie libraries.
Continued from page 23
5 Illinois. Hurd,Revised statutes,1895,chap.81,sec.11.
6 ThoratonS. Statutes of Indiana.sec.6245.
7 Kansas laws,1897,chap.39,sec.55.
8 Michigan laws,1893,chap.11,sec.115.
9 New Jersey general laws,1895,sec.68.
1 Thornton’s statutes of Indiana,1897,chap.35,sec.5154.
2 Wyoming revised statutes,1899,chsp.5,sec.1019.
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES
Statistics show that there are but twenty school libraries in 
1
the state,and these are supported by gifts or money secured from 
entertainments ,subscriptions or membership fees. These statistics 
do not take into consideration what is commonly termed the district 
school library,but are composed of the high schools or graded 
schools. But the conditions are alike whether of the country or 
city district. No> legislation concerning the district schools of
b c c  ixthe state hasAprovided for a library in connection with the school. 
But the thot has not escaped the legislators. Bills have been in­
troduced into the General Assembly at almost every meeting for many 
years; yet in no case has any bill passed both houses.
In 1897 a bill was introduced into both the House and Senate, 
entitled "An act for the establishment ,maintenance and management 
of public libraries in school districts". In the House the bill 
was read the second time and indefinitely postponed. In the Senate
the bill survived the third reading but was lost when it came to be 
2
voted on.
Again in 1899 similar bills were introduced into both Houses.
Each passed the house in which it was introduced but neither passed
3
both Houses, consequently did not become a law.
The need of the district school library is a great one. Cities 
support free public libraries belieeing they are a paying invest­
ment in the aid given toward making good citizens. The citizen 
is more susceptible to influence between the agesof twelve and 
eighteen than after he has gained his majority,therefore the hold
1 See statistics of libraries in Nebraska,appendix G.
2 House and Senate journals of Nebraska,1897.
3 House and Senate journals of Nebraska,1899.
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upon him should be made strong during those years,and the influences 
surrounding him should be of the truest.
In the rural districts books in the homes are few,there are 
no public libraries at hand as in the cities,and no lecture?,the 
school is the main source of culture. The district school li­
brary becomes a necessity. It is needed to furnish supplementary 
reading for the course of study. By this additional reading along 
the required line interest is incited which induces the student to 
do further reading of his own choosing. Cultivation of individual 
taste is the outcome. All professions and all trades are open to 
the boy and girl on the farm as they are open to those in the city, 
and it is the privilege of the state to aid both alike in the prep­
aration which should precede making that choice.
Books other than text books in the school room is one of the
initial steps. Toward this Nebraska has done nothing and other
states which have only a permissive clause to the effect that the
board of school directors " may appropriate for the purchase of
libraries and apparatus ;any school funds remaining after all neces-
1
sary school expenses are paid" have done scarcely more.
A school library cannot be maintained without some visible 
means of support. Practically it calls for a tax . And the only ex­
cuse is that it pays,it pays good interest in furthering good citi­
zenship. Not many states could do what New York is doing with
a fund of $55,000 per year to be divided among the various school
districts as they shall raise an amount equal to their apportion- 
2ment.
1 Illinois school law,article 5,sec.l§27.
2 New York laws 1892,chap.573,sec.1-9&10.
1 -----  , , . - .. - . ___  J
27
The idea of rendering state aid is followed in Colorado Mary­
land,Michigan,Montana,New Jersey and Wisconsin,to the extent of
from #5 to #20 to each district always upon the condition that the
1district raise an equal amount either thro taxation or otherwise.
Neither bill introduced into the legislature of Nebraska for 
1897 or 1899 contained a like clause. Yet it would do much toward 
encouraging district schools to establish libraries when they know 
that the state stands ready to help those libraries which help them­
selves .
The fact that the state aid is dependent upon an equal amount
provided by the district school raises the question how the district
is to do it . The only way in which the state can legislate is
to authorize taxation. And it is the only way to insure a fund
on which the trustees may depend. Subscription from residents of
the districts and gifts of generous people will do much to e.rouse
and stimulate interest in the library.
The Nebraska bill for 1897 authorized a tax not to exceed three 2 3
mills. The bill for 1899 authorized a limit of two mills only.
The advantages of an unlimited rate for the city library applies in 
a like manner to the school district. Local conditions demand dif- 
derent treatment. Wisconsin is the only state which has put in%
to effect the mandatory school law,viz. The treasurer of every town 
incorporated village or city of the fourth class in this state shall 
withhold annually from the a.pportionment received from the school
fund or other income for the school district or districts, the school
| ---------------------------------- — -------------— ---- - -------------
1 Laws of these states,see appendix C.
2 House roll no.286,1897,sec.2.
3 House roll no.158,1899,sec.2.
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house or school houses of which are located in his town,village or
city,an amount equal to lOff per capita for each person of school
age residing therein,for the purchase of library books as herein- 
1
after provided?
After a fund has been created for the district school library 
the next important step to consider is how the state may aid in fe+te 
providing a wise expenditure. The majority of stattes now author­
ize the superintendent of public instruction,either alone or in 
connection with other state educators to prepare lists of books suit
able for school libraries,which are sent to the school trustees or
2
county superintendent.
In New York and some other states only those books found in
3
such lists may be purchased out of the school fund. Other stat es
4
as New Jersey only prepare these lists as guides in buying.
5 6
Theformer rule was adopted in both bill for 1897 and 1899,and it is 
altogether a wise provision. Toe much care cannot be exercised 
in the selection of the school library. The number of books is 
necessarily limited and from these few books the children in the 
rural districts especially,will form the index for their furture 
reading. Hence it is indispensible that the choice should include 
only those books of high merit,and those of a suitable nature for 
children of school age.
The primary use of the district school library is for free cir­
culation of books and magazines among the school children. The old
1 Wisconsin laws,1899,chap.272,sec.486a.
2 See laws of Minn.,N.Y.,N.Pak.,Wis.,S.C.,My.,Mont.,N.J.,appendixC
3 See laws of Minn.,N.Y.,N.Dak.,Wis., appendix C
4 See laws of S.C.,My.,Mont.,N.J., appendix C
5 House roll no.286,1897,sec.8.
6 House roll no.158,1899,sec.8.
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school district library first established in New York state in 1835 
and afterwards copied by other states,has been found to be too bur­
densome, that is the unit is too small to support the library,the 
money might better go toward the development of the township or 
precinct library to which all residents of the township may have 
free access. In the districts where the township library does not 
exist the privileges of the traveling libra.ry may be claimed and 
will answer every purpose until such time when the permanent libra­
ry may be established.
Another feature oflibrary legislation and a rather unusual one
is that contained in section ten of House roll no.286,1897,and no.
158,1899,and provides for the observation of library day. In the
1
last state legislature the clause was stricken out and a new bill 
was framed for that express purpose and introduced into both Houses 
but failed to become a law.
The bill provided that October 21st should be "library day"; 
that as an observance of the day a part of the school exercises of 
the public schools should be devoted to "a program especially calcur 
lated to awaken and increase an interest in good reading".
Section two of the bill states that it shall be the duty of 
the state superintendent of public instruction to cause to be pre­
pared a suitable program to be distributed thro out the schools of 
the state. If such a bill should become a law its influence would 
extend into all schools and arouse an ever growing intersest in 
the school libraries.
" — ------------------------------------------------------------ -----------------------------------------------------------
L House roll no.307,Senate file no.185.
LIBRARY COMMISSIONS
A libra* y commission is a.n executive committee which forms
the center of the library work of the state . It has in charge the
furthering of the development of the public library of both cities
and villages,the township library,the school library and the care
and distribution of the traveling library.
The agitation of such a commission for the,state of Nebraska
was begun in 1896-7,when the State library association drafted a
bill and succeeded in getting it introduced into the legislature as
House roll no.174. The bill passed the House with a vote of 56 to
28 and reached a second reading in the Senate,but was finnallv in<-
1
definitely postponed. In 1898-9 the question again arose ,and
a bill to create a public library commission was introduced into2
both House and Senate "but failed to pass for the reason that the
3
district library bill seemed to meet with more favor".
The draft of the bill was similar to the library commission of 
other states ,including the provision for a system of traveling li­
braries. The first section pertains to the committee .
In the proposed bill the committee was to consist of the "State li­
brarian, superintendent of public instruction,chancellor and librari­
an of the University of Nebraska and the president of the Nebraska 
library association,or in case the president of the association be
one of the foregoing some one chosen by the Nebraska library associ- 4
ation. The majority of library commissions provide for the ap­
pointment of a committee by the governor of from three to five mem- ----------- ---------------------------------- ---------------------------
1 Senate journal of Nebraska,1897.
2 House and Senate journal of Nebraska,1899.
3 D.A.Campbell.Note on House roll# 206 ,1899.
4 House roll #206,sec.1.
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1 2 
bers. The Kansas,Minnesota,and Wisconsin commissions authorize
a committee of five,three of whom are exofficio members. With this 
arrangement three of the committee are sure to be men of educational 
interests. And the most important thing to consider in the choice 
of the members is that they shall be people who are interested in 
the progress of education and especially from the librarian* point 
of viewjalso that they shall be people who have the time to devote 
to the working out of the development of a better system of libra­
ries and lastly that they shall be those who reside near enough to 
hold frequent consultations at the least expense as all the commit­
tee shall act without compensation.
The state superintendent of public instruction , state libraian 
and librarian of the state university,together with two others ap­
pointed by the governor for a term of five years each would fora a 
committee who were interested in educational matters and especially 
in libraries,and as all were by virtue of their other office resi­
dents of Lincoln would find it convenient for frequent advice with 
each other.
The duties of the commission are much the same in all the vari­
ous states. They shall give advice to all free libraries and to 
all communities which propose to establish libraries,as to the best 
means of establishing and administering them. The Wisconsin com­
mission is also empowered "to hold a summer school in connection 
with the Summer school of the University of Wisconsin and also li­
brarian institutes in various parts of the state in order to train
3librarians of public,school and travling libraries in t-hei-r charge!?
1 See commissions of Col.,Ga.,Ind.,Ia.,Me.,Mass.,Minn.,N.H.,N.J.,0., 
Penn.,Ver.,&Wis.,in appendix D.
2 See commissions of these states,appendix D.
3 Wisconsin laws,1899,chap.238.
One of the most important duties of the commission is the
charge of the system of traveling libraries. The cause for the
traveling libraries came from the great need felt in the smaller
and more scattered districts both among the faming communities
and in the small towns that are at the present time without a free
public library. Also those libraries which have not the means to
keep up with the current books may have the loan of these libraries.
They consist of from 50 to 100 books all carefully selected with
the view to suiting the district for whem'they are intended. And
1
for either a nominal sum as in New York state, to make the privilege 
worth the asking , or for the shipping expense only,a case is sent 
to any district desiring the loan of the books.
When the library has served its purpose in one district it is 
transferred to another district and another case of books takes its 
place. This systemof traveling libraries is provided by legisla­
tion in eleven states,Georgia,Indiana,Iowa,Kansas,Maine,Michigan,
2
Minnesota,Montana,New Jersey,New York,and Wisconsin. Seven states
moee,Colorado,Connecticut,Massachusetts,New Hampshire,Ohio,Pennsyl-
3
vania,and Vermont have the library commission only. But of these
4 5 6
states Massachusetts,New Hampshire,and Vermont, have appropriations 
which enable them to extend very substantial aid to communities de­
sirous of establishing libraries and who are at all capable of help­
ing themselves.
1 N.Y. pamphlet "Public libraries division",page 1,§2.
2 See laws of these states appendix D.
3 See laws of these states appendix D.
4 Mass.Acts 1892,chap.255. acts 1890,chap.347,sec.3-5. 
N.H.public statutes 1891,chap.8,sec.23.
6 Vermont statutes,1894,chap.48,sec.877.
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Massachusetts was the first state to adopt a library commission 
1890,as it was the first stats to pass an act authorizing the estab­
lishment of a free public library. "Mr Josiah Quincy jr. Mayor of 
Boston 1847,proposed to the city council ,and they passed a request
to the legislature that Boston be allowed to lay a tax to establish
1
a free library". The bill passdd the General Assembly the next 
year,1848. The example was followed by other cities and in 1849 
New Hampshire passed a law authorizing the establishment of free pub 
lie libraries in all towns of the state. But the beginning was 
made in Boston and developed so that in 1890 there were but 103 
towns in the state that were without library privileges. A library 
commission was created in the hopes of establishing libraries in 
these towns and of stimulating the older ones to do more effective 
work. How far this has been accomplished may be seen from the re­
port of 1899, which shows that during the nine years of the commis­
sion,libraries have been established in 95 of these towns and that 
there are but 8 towns without library privileges.
New Hampshire was the second state to create a commission.
And the fourth biennial report states"Vfe are again able to report 
substantial progress not only in the establishment of new libraries 
but in the general advancement made in the libraries thro out the 
state,as exemplified by improved methods of work and a general 
broadening of the scope of the library as an educational factor, 
thus increasing its efficiency and more fully emphasizing its impor­
tance as an agency well calculated to add materially to the welfare
2
of the citizen in every walk of life." They report 138 libraries 
as having been established with state aid,and only 14 towns in the
1 Pietcher.Public libraries in America.
2 N.H. Fourth biennial report of library commissioners,1898,p.5.
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state which are without libraries and are not collecting a tax in
1
anticipation of a library having voted it inexpedient to do so.
Connecticut in 1893,Vermont in 1894,Montana,1895,Ohio,1896 and
Georgia in 1897 passed bills in their various legislatures creating
2
library commissions.
Work similar to that of the library commissions is conducted in
New York state by the public libraries division,a department of the
3 .Board of University regents. This board has a sum of §25000 annu­
ally placed at its disposal to carry on this work of supervising and 
aiding free lending libraries and their system of traveling libra­
ries and extension libraries. They report in 1899,373 libra­
ries under state supervision and in 1898,259 traveling libraries
4and 281 extension libraries.
In New York as in the majority of states having traveling li­
braries the state library has naturally been made the center of the 
system;the libraries being prepared there and sent out from there.
In other states the State university might serve as such a center, 
but local conditions should govern , the choice falling on the one 
which displays the greater activity in library development.
The gathering and disseminating of statistics concerning the 
conditions of libraries and the progress made is nne of the most 
important acts of the library commissions. A report is required 
from each free public library, school library and traveling library 
in the st&e. And it is always desired that association and sub­
scription libraries shall contribute their fund of information as 
well. By this means the commission receives a good working knowl-
1 New Hampshire.Fourth biennial report of libeary commissioners 1898
2 See laws of these states appendix D.
3 Handbook of- university lav/ ,N.Y.,1896.p.38.
4 Report 1898.
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edge of what has been done in the state,and of what new problems 
will require their attention in the ensuing year. These facts are 
then combined in the report which the commission makes to the gover­
nor or General Assembly,and are sent to every library thro out the 
state and exchanged with other library commissions,thus exerting an 
ever widening influence in the library world.
During the last two years 1899-1900 library commissions have
been appointed in seven states. Colorado,Indiana,Iowa,Kansas,Minne-
1
sota,New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Five of these are western states
Three border on Nebraska,on the east,south and west. Are the needs
of Iowa,Kansas or Colorado more urgent than those of Nebraska?
There are but 79 libraries in the stat e,including state,college,
school,association and free public libraries,the entire number rep-
2
resenting only 47 cities. If Nebraska had a library commission 
it would mean that counsel and encouragement would be given to the 
79 existing libraries;that other towns,eities and villages would be 
aided in establishing new libraries; that a spirit would be awakened 
in every district school in the state to the needs of the school 
library and those districts and villages which cannot support a li­
brary of their own at the present time can take advantage of the 
loan of the traveling libraries which will cultivate a taste for 
good reading an<i gitoe an impetus towards a desire for a permanent 
library.
1 See laws of these states in appendix D.
2 See chart of statistics of libraries in Nebraska,appendixG.
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APPENDIX A
Legislation of the various states relating to state libraries.
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ALABAMA
Code of Alabama,1896,vol.1,article 3.
Sec. 3848 Thelibrary of the state and the supreme court li­
brary are under the charge of the marshall,who shall be libra­
rian of the supreme court library and of the stat e library and 
shall in discharging the duties of his office obey such rules 
and regulations as may be prescribed by the justices.
Sec.3849 The justices of the supreme court must make such rules 
as they may deem necessary for the preservation and protection 
of the libraries.
Sec.3852 The annual salary of the marshall and librarian is 
$1500.
Sec.3853 The sum of $500 annually is appropriated for the use 
and benefit of the library of the supreme court to be drawn by 
the warrant of the auditor,on the application of the cheif jus­
tice,on the treasury,and expended under the direction of the 
justices. The money arising from the sales made by the secre­
tary of state of the reports of the supreme court...must be 
paid to the library and under the direction of the justices ap­
plied to the use and benefit of the library ...
Sec.3854 For the maintenance of the supreme court library there 
shall be taxed in each civil case decided by the supreme court 
on appeal the sum of $5 which must be taxed and collected as 
other costs in the cause and when collected must be paid by the 
clerk to the marshall and librarian by whom it must be disbursed 
on the order of the justices.
Sec.3845 Amarshall of the supreme court must be appointed by
38
the justices thereof and may at any time be removed by them and 
shall discharge such duties and obey such directions not incon­
sistent with the laws of the state and pertaining to his office 
as ma,y be required by the justices.
ARKANSAS
Sanders & Hill,Digest of the statutes,1894,chap.144.
Sec.3197 The secretary of stfcfecshall be librarian for the state 
library,and shall have custody and direction of all books,pa­
pers,maps , charts and all other things belonging to the same,and 
he shall take special care that none of them be lost or injured.
Sec.3201 It shall be the dity of the librarian under the direc­
tion of the governor to purchase all such books,maps and charts 
as may from time to time be directed to be purchased by the Gen­eral assembly.
Sec«3203The auditor of the stijfceshall adjust the accounts 
the librarian and draw warrants for payment of same. of
CALIFORNIA
/
J
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CALIFORNIA.
STATE LIBRARY. C A 4
Section 2292. The State library is under the control of a board of trustees, con­
sisting of five members, elected by the legislature in joint convention assembled, and 
holding their office for the term of lour years.
Sec. 2293. The powers and duties of the board are as follows:
1. To make rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, for their government 
and for the government of the library.
2. To appoint a librarian.
3. Whenever necessary, to authorize the librarian to appoint an additional deputy.
4. To sell or exchange duplicate copies of books.
5. To keep in order and repair the books and property in the library.
6. To draw from the State treasury at any time all moneys therein belonging to the 
library fund.
7. To report to the governor biennially a statement of their transactions.
Sec. 2294. The librarian holds liis office for the term of four years, unless sooner 
removed by a unanimous vote of all the trustees.
Sec. 2295. It is the duty of the librarian:
1. To be in attendance at the library during office hours.
2. To act as secretary of the board of trustees, and to keep a record of their pro­
ceedings. *
3. To purchase books, maps, engravings, paintings, and furniture for the library.
4. To number and stamp all books and maps belonging to the library, and to keep
a catalogue thereof. 1
5. To have bound all books and papers that require binding.
6. To keep a register of all books and property added to library, and of the cost 
thereof.
7. To keep a register of all books taken from the library.
8. To establish and maintain a system of domestic and foreign exchange of books 
and to obtain from the secretary of state such numbers of all State publications as
SO^ineffe^Jiay 6° T s n  ] hG tlemands of the system established. [Approved March
Sec . 2296. Books may be taken from the library by the members of the legislature 
during the sessions thereof, and by other State officers at any time.
-L97. Books taken by members of tho legislature must be returned at the 
close of the session ; and before the controller draws his warrant in favor of any 
member of the legislature for his last week’s salary he must be satisfied that such 
“ ^ * 990?  returned all books taken bv linn and paid for any injuries thereto.
Sec. 2-J8. The controller, if  notified by the librarian that any officer has failed to 
return books taken by him within the time prescribed by the rules, and after demand 
mace, must not draw his warrant for the salary of such officer uutil the return is
°  tho I)0oks> or of injury thereto, has been paid
Sec. 2299. Every person who injures or fails to return any book taken is liable to 
the librarian m three times the value thereof.
Sec. 2300. The State library fund consists of the fees collected and paid into the 
hi ffif e cTJii 1 y ^  1874'jSecrc*ary ot stato aildsurveyor-general. [Approved March 30;
Sec. 2301. During tho session of tho legislature and of the supreme court the 
library must be kept open every day from nine o’clock a. m. until nine o’clock p. m 
and at other times, during such hours as the trustees may direct. ’
oEC' ooao* rni16 aunna! saiary of librarian is three thousand dollars. 
oQAi iv  ar.muaI salaiT  of each deputy is eighteen hundred dollars.
Six. 2304, The librarian must execute an official bond in the sum of three thou­
sand dollars. 0 uu
Sec. 2305. This chapter shall be in force and effect from and after the first dav of 
May, eighteen hundred and seventy-two. y
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COLORADO
Mills annotated statutes , chap.75.
THE STATE LIBRARY.
The State superintendent of public instruction is ex officio librarian for the State. 
The State library is open to the public from ten a. in. to twelve m., and from two 
p. m. to four p. m.' each day, except Sundays and holidays. (Mills, 2802. \
The librarian has charge of all books, etc., and keeps a regular file of all such State 
newspapers as may be donated. (Mills, 2803.)  ^ r,
He may employ an assistant librarian who shall have charge of the State library, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by the State librarian or by law. Ihe 
salary of the assistant librarian is one thousand dollars per annum. (Mills, 3979.)
All books sent by other States are received and properly labeled *od arranged by 
the librarian. (Mills, 2804.)
Receipt of each book, etc., is acknowledged and a record kept. (Mills, 280o.)
Th e librarian makes rules and regulations. (Mills, 2806.)
Statutes, journals, legislative documents, and other books are to be exchanged with 
other legislative bodies and State libraries as the librarian deems proper. (Mills, 
2807 )
All persons are permitted to visit the library, examine and read the books therein, 
and may take out any book and retain the same three weeks on depositing with the 
librarian, to insure its safe return, a sum of money equal to double the value of the 
book. State and county officers have free access to the library, but they may not 
obtain books for persons not engaged in public work. (Mills, 2808.)
The State librarian makes a*full and complete report to the general assembly.
(Mills, 2809.)
The librarian must file a bond. 9R1/1 'V
CONNECTICUT
chap.179.
Sec.2985 The General Assembly shall biennially appoint two per­
sons who with the governor shall constitute the state library 
committee,and shall have charge of the state library and appoint 
a librarian who sha.ll have charge under them of the stat e li­
brary, report biennietlly to the General Assembly and perform 
such duties a.s may be required by law.
Sec.2986 The sta.fe librarian may annually purchase for the stat 
library such elementary books and reports of foreign judicial 
decisions as the state library committee may deem necessary 
at an expense not exceeding $500 in any one year.
e
Sec.3706 The salary of the librarian shall be $1800.
DELAWARE
Revised statutes,1893,chap.3.
Sec.2 The state library is placed under the control of the jud' 
ges of the supreme court with the authority to make rules in 
relation thereto regulating the use of the books therein.
Chap.6,vol.l7,Laws of Delaware
Sec.l The stai.tlibra.ry shall consist of the books,pamphlets, 
maps,charts and documents of every kind nov belonging to the 
same together with such others as it may hereafter acquire by
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gift,purchase, ex change or otherwise.
Sec.2 The governor shall on the first Tuesday of April in the 
year A.D.1883 and every year thereafter appoint a state librari­
an who shall hold his office for the term of two years begin­
ning with the ninth day of April following his appointment...
The librarian shall give bond to the state in the sum of
Sec.3 The librarian shall have general charge of the state 
house and shall see th& the same is properly cared for. He 
shall by and with the consent of the judges of the court of 
errors and appeals make such rules and regulations governing th 
library and its use as may to them seem proper.
Sec.6 The librarian shall on the first day of the sessions of 
the General Assembly of this st£&c.make areport to the same set­
ting forth the conditions of the library.
Sec.7 At any time when the stafire librarian shall fail to per­
form his duties as herein before prescribed then and in that 
event the governor may remove him and appoint some other person 
to fill the unexpired tern.
Sec.8 The sum.of $75 per year is hereby appropriated out of the 
money in the treasury for the current expenses of the library.
Sec.9 The librarian sha.ll receive for his services as such of­
ficer $450 per year.
FLORIDA
Revised statutes,1892,chap.9.
Sec.1319 The clerk of the supreme court shall be librarian of 
the supreme court library.
Sec.1321 As librarian he shall receive $300 per year.
Sec.1337 The acquisition of books ahall be made 1st. from pro­
ceeds of sales of reports. 2nd. by exchange.
Sec.1338 The library is placed in the custody of the librarian 
but under the exclusive control and supervision of the supreme 
court. It sha.ll be kept in the supreme court room at the capi­
tal and in no instance sha.ll the books be taken from the capi- 
tol •
Sec.1339 Thelibrarian shall prepare and file in his office a 
list of books in the library under* his control on the first day 
of January and July of each year and in such list he shall show 
what books ha.ve been lost from the library since his last re­
turn as well as what additional books have been received.
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GEORGIA
Code of the state of Georgia,1895,vol.l,article 15.
Sec.149 The governor shall present for confirmation by the Sen­
ate some fit and competent person to serve as state librarian 
whose tern of office shall be for four years...
Sec.150 The salary of the stat e librarian shall be $1800 and 
the salary of the assistant librarian shall be $800.
Sec.151 The librarian shall give bond in the sum of $2000.
Sec.152 The books belonging to this library with such additions 
as may be hereafter made from any quarter,together with all 
copies of the laws,journals or other books published or pur­
chased by the state shall be kept in appropriate appartments 
at the capitol building designated by the governor under such 
rules and regulations as Ije may from time to time prescribe.
Sec.158 The money arising from the sale of supreme court re­
ports is appropriated for the purpose of making a permanent funu 
for purchasing and binding books for the state library.
Sec.163 His office shall be under the general supervision of 
the governor who may at any ti me appoint a competent person to 
examine into and report its condition to him.
IDAHO
General laws of the state of Idaho,1891,page,197.
Sec.l The justices of the supreme court of this state shall hav- 
the control and management of the st&e library and shall make 
such rules and regulations respecting the same as they deem best.
Sec.2 They shall appoint a librarian at a salary of not to ex­
ceed $600.( Laws ,1893,sec .2 p.79,salary is raised to not to exceed $1500.)
Sec.3 Said justices shall have themanagement of all funds be­
longing to or appropriated for the useof the state library and 
expend and disburse the same for the benefit thereof as in 
their judgment may be deemed best.
Sec.4 Librarian to give bond of $2000.
ILLINOIS k.
Hurd,Revised statutes,chap.128.
Sec^l (Commissioners of) Be it enacted by the people of the 
state of Illinois,represented in the General Assembly,that the
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governor,secretary of state and superintendent of public in­
struction shall constitute the board of commissioners for the 
management of the state library,of which the governor shall be 
the president.
Sec.2 (Powers of commissioners) Said commissioners shall have 
power to make and carry into effect all such rules and regula­
tions for the care,a,rrangement aiid use of the books,maps,charts 
papers and furniture of the sta.telibra.ry as they deem proper.
Sec.3 (Librarian) The secretary of state shall be librarian, 
and shall have the custody and charge of all books,maps,charts, 
papers and other things belonging to the state library,or di­
rected to be deposited therein.
IBDIA1TA
Thornton’s Revised statutes 1897,article 13.
Sec.8085 The management and control of the state library shall 
be vested in the state board of education which shall consti­
tute for library purposes the state library board.
Sec.8086 The state library board shall elect a state librarian.
Sec.8087 The term of office of the stale librarian shall be 
two years.
Sec.8088 The librarian shall give bond for $2000.
Sec.8095 The sti.itlibrary board shall be and is hereby consti­
tuted the purchasing boardof the state library. The state libra 
rian shall act as secretary of the boa-rd... There is hereby ap­
propriated to be paid out of the general fund of the state 
treasury the sum of $1000 annually to be expended during the 
year...for the purchase and binding of books for the library.
Sec.8103 The salary of the state librarian shall be $1500,that 
of the assistants shall be $1100,and $900.
Sec.8104 The stst e librarian shall make a report at each ses­
sion of the legislature of the condition of the library.
IOWA
Annotated code,1897.
Sec.2858 The state, library shall be under fhe management and 
control of a board of trustees consisting of the governor,judges 
of the supreme court,secretary of state,and the superintendent 
of public instruction,of which the governor shall be president. 
They shall on and after the first of May 1900 appoint a libra­
rian and a curator of the historical collections...and the 
board shall have full power to make and carry into effect such
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rules and regulations not in conflict with the law for the 
management,and care of the hooks,maps,charts,papers,and furni­
ture...The governor may appoint the librarian and curator to 
continue in office until May first 1900*
Sec.2860 The librarian shall hold office for the tern of two 
years...He shall gilze bond...in the penal sum of $5000.
Sec.2861 The librarian shall have charge of the library and 
shall give his personal attention to it ...and shall perform 
such other duties as shall be imposed upon him by law or pre­
scribed by the rules and regulations of the trustees.
Sec.2866 The librarian shall report to the trustees semi-annual 
ly or oftener if required,a list of books and other property 
missing from the library, an account of the fines and forfeit­
ures imposed and collected,the amount uncollected,a list of the 
accessions to the library,and all other information required. H 
shall also make a full and specific report biennially to the 
governor as re quired by law.
Sec.2867 The trustees may expend annually in the purchase of 
new books,or in binding or rebinding books already on hand the 
sum of $5000.
Sec.2868 Any public,incorporated school or college libraiy in 
the state,may upon compliance with the provisions of the rules 
prescribed by the board of trustees of the state library become 
an associate library.
Sec.2871 The officers, directors,managers or librarians of any 
such association library shall be entitled to ask from the 
state library any needed advice or instruction...
Sec.2881 The salary of the librarian shall be $1200.The salary 
of the assistants shall be $500,$600,and $400.
KANSAS
General statutes,1897,chap.16.
Sec.l The governor shall appoint and commission the person the 
directors shall recommend to be state librarian.
Sec.2 The justices of the supreme court by virtue of their of­
fice shall be directors of the state library.
Sec.3 The directors shall make such rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with this act as may be necessary for the proper 
care and management of the library.
Sec.6 The salary of the state librarian shall be $1500.
Sec.12 The librarian shall on or before the 20th day of Dec. o 
each year report to the governor the condition of the library.
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Sec.23 There shall be annually appropriated to the librarian the 
sum of $300 to be expended in the purchase of books for the mis­
cellaneous department of the library.
Sec.24 The sura of $200 shall be annually paid out of the state 
treasury for the use of the library,which amount together with 
the amount received from fines and forfeitures shall be annual­
ly expended in the purchase of added books under the direction 
of the board of directors.
Kentucky statutes,1894,chap.78.
Sec.2440 The sura of $500 per annum and the tax on all appeals 
in the court of appeals are foreverset apart for the gradual 
increase of the library to be paid out and expended under the 
advice and direction of the Judges of the court of appeals.
Sec.2442 The librarian is further authorized to expend each 
year in the purchase of literary and miscellaneous works for the library the sum of $200.
Sec.2445 The librarian shall be elected by the General Assembly 
Every two years,for the tern of two years. The salary of the 
librarian shall be $1000.
Sec.2446 The librarian shall give bond in the penal sum of $5000
Sec.2450 The secretary of state ,attorney general,and auditor 
of public accounts shall be trustees of the library. They shal.. 
See that the librarian shall properly discharge the duties of 
his office.
Sec.2453 The librarian shall keep a correct and itemized ac­
count of all expenditures made by him and lay the same before 
the General Assembler at each stated session.
KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA £'vr&, / * 01
! f  n  1^1 i o l i n / 1  n  i-v vt 1»1 ^  1 1 ------ -----------  ^  J 1  m i i r* -■
ti v u U U tlUk?.
. Sec; 1393- Before tlio librarian shall take possession of the State library an 
inventory shall be taken of tho hnnta nnri , ,7 uldV  .a“
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LOUISIANA
Wolf Revised laws,1897.
X  j % £> Sec. 139?. The secretary of state shall establish such rules, regulations, and 
restrictions not inconsistent with law in relation to the library as he may deem 
proper, and from time to time alter and amend the same.
2. / ? I Sec. *398. It shall be the duty of the librarian to attend every day, Sundays and 
legal holidays not excepted, and to see that the library confided to his care shall 
suffer no injury, and in case of neglect or inattention to his duties, the secretary of 
state shall forthwith remove him.
Sec. 1399. The librarian shall keep the library open daily from 8 o’clock a. m. to 
9 o’clock p. m., Sundays and legal holidays not excepted.
Sec. 1400. The librarian, on retiring from office, shall be bound to account for all 
the books and papers which may have been mentioned in the inventory and such 
as he may have received since; and in case the books can not be accounted for or 
procured, he shall pay such sum, not exceeding the amount of the bond, as by the 
secretary and treasurer of state shall be deemed a sufficient compensation for the loss 
of such books.
Sec. 1401. Every citizen of the State shall have free access to the library, provided 
no book be taken out of the same, except when for the use of either branch of the 
legislature.
Sec. 1402. The State librarian is authorized, under the direction of the secretary 
of state, to exchange with the several States of the Union, or with any foreign Gov­
ernment, scientific institute, or person, any books of this State, such as reports of 
the supreme court, codes, digests, statutes, etc., for other books.
2.1 2jSe c . 1403. All the boohs ot the State, those for distribution among the courts and 
parishes and public officers, as well as those remaining permanently in the State 
library, shall be placed under the control of the secretary of state, who shall direct 
and see that this duty is performed by the State librarian.
0A1D& Sec. TW. All books distributed to State and other officers, except to members of 
the legislature, shall be and remain the property of the State of Louisiana, and such 
books shall be for the use of the office, and shall be, by the officer receiving them, 
delivered over to his successor in office, except in case of the removal or resignation 
of such officer, he shall deliver such books forthwith to the clerk of the district court 
in the parish in which his said office is located, taking a receipt therefor from such 
successor or clerk, which said receipt or a copy thereof, duly certified by such clerk, 
shall be filed in the office of secretary of state by such clerk or successor so receiving 
the same. It shall be proper for the secretary of state to cause to be delivered all books 
authorized to be delivered to parish, city, or town officers to the clerk of court in and 
for the parish in which said offices are located, to be by such clerk delivered to such 
officers, and such clerk shall take a receipt for all books so delivered from the officer 
receiving the same, and file a certified copy thereof in the office of the secretary of 
state. Any person neglecting or refusing to deliver such books to his successor in 
office or to the clerk of the district court, as hereinbefore provided, after demand 
thereof made, shall be subject to a fine of fifteen dollars for each and every book so 
withheld, to be recovered before any justice of the peace, with costs of suit, at the 
complaint of such successor, or clerk, or the district attorney, to be prosecuted, on 
request, by the district attorney.
Sec. 1405. The secretary of state shall cause to be marked in a proper manner 
upon the outer cover of each book distributed the name of the State of Louisiana 
and for what use such book is intended. The secretary of state shall keep a
\
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MAINE
Statuses of Maine,Freeman's supplement,1885-95,chap.2.
Sec.72 The state library shall be under the management and con­
trol of the governor and council as a board of trustees,and they 
are hereby authorized and empowered to make such rules and reg 
ulations as are necessary for the proper management of the li­
brary.
Sec.73 The governor and council shall appoint a librarian of 
the state library who shall hold office for three years.
Sec.75 All money appropriated by the legislature for the pur­
chase of books for the state library shall be expended by the 
librarian under the direction of the governor.
Sec.76 The librarian shall make a report to the legislature 
biennially.
Sec.85 The sum of f2000shall be biennially appropriated for the 
library to be expended in purchasing or otherwise procuring such 
books,maps,charts,and works as are deemed most useful.
MARYLAND
Public laws,1888,article 55.
Sec.3 The librarian shall be appointed by the General Assembly. 
Sec.13 The committee shall make the rules.
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MICHIGAN
PUBLIC ACTS, 1895.—No. 28. 1
[ No. 28. ]
AN ACT to provide for the management and control, and 
for the extension of the usefulness of the State library.
Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That location aad’ 
the State library shall be kept in the room in Tl"e capitol which it contents of. 
now occupies, unless some other provision shall be made by the 
legislature in reference thereto. It shall consist of the books, 
pamphlets, papers, pictures, maps, charts, and documents of 
every description now belonging to the same, together with all 
such others as it may acquire by gift, purchase, exchange or 
otherwise. The members of both houses of the legislature and 
th executive and judicial officers of the State shall at all times 
have free access thereto, under such rules and regulations as may 
be made for governing the library.
Sec. 2. The Governor, the two legislative committees on the 
State library and the State librarian, acting jointly, shall make rules*" 
and execute, modify and amend such rules and regulations, not raiyru s‘ 
conflicting with the statutes governing the library, as they may 
deem proper relative to the use and loans of books from the State 
library, and also such rules prescribing penalties and fines for any 
violation thereof. Such rules and regulations, when adopted, amended e 
shall remain in force until modified or amended. In case it 
becomes necessary, during the recess of the legislature, to modify 
or amend a rule, or adopt a new one, the Governor and the State 
librarian may make such modification, amendment or new rule, 
and the State librarian shall report such action to the legislature 
at its next session for reference to the committees on the State 
library;
Sec. 3. A State librarian shall be appointed by the Governor, appo^t°state 
by and with the consent of the Senate, who shall bold the office librarian, 
for the term of four years. The librarian shall have the care 
and charge of the library and of the affairs pertaining thereto, 
and shall make a report to the legislature at the commencement 
of each regular session thereof, as to its condition and the number 
and description of the volumes as contained therein. The salary §aateyof 
of the State librarian shall be twelve hundred dollars per annum, librarian, 
payable monthly out of the State treasury, upon the warrant of 
the Auditor General.
Sec. 4. The State librarian shall, before entering upon the librarian to’ 
duties of the office, file with the Secretary of State his receipt for proper^with* 
all property entrusted to him, take and subscribe the oath of |tate.tary °f 
office prescribed by the constitution and give a bond in the penal To give bona, 
sum of ten thousand dollars, with sureties to be approved by the 
Secretary of State, conditioned for the safe keeping of such prop­
erty as may be entrusted to his care. Said bond and receipt shall 
be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and they shall not 
be canceled, nor shall the sureties on said bond be released from 
their obligations thereon, until the receipt of the successor to the
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AN ACT to provide for the management and control, and 
for the extension of the usefulness of the State library.
Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That location*and’ 
the State library shall be kept in the room in The capitol which it contents of. 
now occupies, unless some other provision shall be made by the 
legislature in reference thereto. It shall consist of the books, 
pamphlets, papers, pictures, maps, charts, and documents of 
every description now belonging to the same, together with all 
such others as it may acquire by gift, purchase, exchange or 
otherwise. The members of both houses of the legislature and 
th executive and judicial officers of the State shall at all times 
have free access thereto, under such rules and regulations as may 
be made for governing the library.
Sec. 2. The Governor, the two legislative committees on the ^itute°eom- 
State library and the State librarian, acting jointly, shall make “^i^ruies1" 
and execute, modify and amend such rules and regulations, not raiyiu 
conflicting with the statutes governing the library, as they may 
deem proper relative to the use and loans of books from the State 
library, and also such rules prescribing penalties and fines for any 
violation thereof. Such rules and regulations, when adopted, amended^be 
shall remain in force until modified or amended. In case it 
becomes necessary, during the recess of the legislature, to modify 
or amend a rule, or adopt a new one, the Governor and the State 
librarian may make such modification, amendment or new rule, 
and the State librarian shall report such action to the legislature 
at its next session for reference to the committees on the State 
library.
Sec. 3. A State librarian shall be appointed by the Governor, appouft°state 
by and with the consent of the Senate, who shall hold the office librarian, 
for the term of four years. The librarian shall have the care 
and charge of the library and of the affairs pertaining thereto, 
and shall make a report to the legislature at the commencement 
of each regular session thereof, as to its condition and the number 
and description of the volumes as contained therein. The salary | a*teyof 
of the State librarian shall be twelve hundred dollars per annum, librarian, 
payable monthly out of the State treasury, upon the warrant of 
the Auditor General.
Sec. 4. The State librarian shall, before entering upon t h e  Librarian t o ^  
duties of the office, file with the Secretary of State his receipt for propertTwith* 
all property entrusted to him, take and subscribe the oath of |tate.tary °f 
office prescribed by the constitution and give a bond in the penal To give bond, 
sum of ten thousand dollars, with sureties to be approved by the 
Secretary of State, conditioned for the safe keeping of such prop­
erty as may be entrusted to his care. Said bond and receipt shall 
be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and they shall not 
be canceled, nor shall the sureties on said bond be released from 
their obligations thereon, until the receipt of the successor to the
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said librarian, for the property delivered over to him, shall have 
been obtained and payment for all deficiencies made.
S ec. 5. The Governor shall have the power to remove theGovernor may ____ ___________
rfan°for cause. State librarian at any time for incompetency, neglect of duty,
malfeasance in office, and to appoint another 
but the reasons for such removal,
misfeasance or 
person to fill the vacancy; o n
together with the name of the appointee to fill such vacancy, 
shall be laid before the Senate, if in session, if not in session, 
Vacancy, how then at the next session of the legislature. The appointment 
flUed- made to fill such vacancy shall be subject to the advice and con-
WhenGovern- sent of the Senate at such session. In case of a vacancy in the 
office of the State librarian from any other cause, the Governor 
shall appoint another person to fill the same, which appointment 
shall be subject to the advice and consent of the Senate if in 
session, if not in session then at the next session of the legislature 
thereafter.
Sec. 6. The State librarian is hereby authorized to appoint, 
with the advice and consent of the Governor, one assistant, who 
shall be known as the assistant State librarian and who shall give 
to the State librarian a good and sufficient bond, approved by the 
Secretary of State, for the safe keeping of the property held in 
charge and who shall take and subscribe the constitutional oath 
of office. It shall be the duty of the assistant State librarian to 
aid in the care of the books, the keeping of the accounts, and to 
render such assistance as the State librarian may require. The 
salary of the assistant State librarian shall be nine hundred dollars 
per annum, payable monthly out of the State treasury, upon the 
presentation of a voucher certified to by the State librarian and 
drawn upon the warrant of the Auditor General from any funds 
not otherwise appropriated. The assistant librarian shall at any 
time be subject to removal, when in the opinion of the State 
librarian and the Governor the interests of the State library 
require it.
S ec. 7. The State librarian is hereby authorized to employ, 
with the approval of the Governor, such additional assistance as 
may be necessary for the care and management of the library at 
a salary not exceeding eight hundred dollars per annum for each 
person so employed, to be paid in the same manner as provided 
in case of the assistant librarian.
Sec. 8. Before any member of the legislature, or of any con- 
vention to revise the constitution, or other officer or employ^ of 
the State, who may be authorized by the rules of the State library 
to draw therefrom, shall receive their pay in full it shall be
beforeanTed »eces%-v to obtain and exhibit from the State librarian!
settlement, a certificate stating that they have returned all the books they
wfth aw  S t a t e d ?  th®State library. Before a final settlement 
with any State employe it shall be the duty of the State officers
h a r l 'o f  8£ r r f y6iS t0 and exbibit *> *h!offiferffi
!efe.red to. resPectl™ departments, the certificate above
or may fill 
vacancy.
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S ec. 9. The State librarian shall exchange the judicial de-^™ $£at0 
cisions, statutes, journals, legislative and executive documents of 
Michigan, and other books placed in the care of the State librarian utes, etc. 
for the purpose of exchange, with the libraries of other states and 
the government of the United States, and of foreign countries, 
and with societies and institutions. The State librarian may sell 
or exchange duplicate volumes or sets of works not needed for use 
in the State library and apply the proceeds to the purchase of
other books for the library.
S ec. 10. The sum of five-thousand dollars, to be assessed, Appropriation 
levied and collected in the same manner as other State taxes, is purchase 
hereby appropriated for each of the years eighteen hundred 
ninety-five and eighteen hundred ninety-six for the purchase of 
books and such other material as is appropriate to be added to the 
State library. The money so appropriated shall be drawn from How rawn' 
the State treasury upon the warrant of the Auditor General and 
shall be expended by the State librarian with the advice and con­
sent of the Governor for the purchase of books, pamphlets, 
papers, maps, documents and other matter for the library and for 
other purposes of benefit and advantage to said library.
S ec. 11. Any public, incorporated, school or college library become 
in the State having not less than one thousand volumes, other associate 
than publications furnished by the State, may, upon compliance 
with the provisions of the rules prescribed by the library commit­
tee, become an “ associate library” with the State library and be 
entitled to all the privileges accorded by this act to associate 
libraries. I t shall be the duty of the State librarian to issue, to 
anv eligible library complying to the rules above mentioned, a 
certificate of association showing that such library has become an 
“ associate library.” The associate relationship may be terminated 
at any time by a sunender of said certificate and the return of 
all books belonging to the State library, whereupon the State may termtaate 
librarian shall return to the librarian of such associate library any 
bonds or deposits held for the return of books. The associate 
relationship may also be terminated by a violation of such rules 
as the library committee may prescribe.
S ec. 12. The librarian of every such associate library shall ®o
make an annual report to the State librarian of the names of make annual 
its directors, trustees or managers, the number of volumes con- state 
tained in such library and the number of volumes drawn therefrom librarian, 
during the preceding year. Such report shall be made at the 
close of the fiscal year of such associate library. The librarian 
shall also report at once any changes made in its directors or
officers during the year. s ta te  librarian
S e c . 13. Under such reasonable rules and regulations as may
be prescribed therefor, the State librarian, upon the requisition books t^  
of the librarian of any associate library, may lend to such associate library, 
library any book which may be called for by any patron of such 
associate library, except such books, pamphlets, papers, maps, or 
documents as, in the discretion of the State librarian cannot, 
consistently with the best interests of the State library, be
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allowed to be taken therefrom: Provided, T hat all expense of
transportation shall in all cases be paid by the associate library 
borrowing such book or other property.
Sec. 14. The directors, trustees, or managers, or the librarian 
of any associate library shall be entitled to ask from the State 
librarian any needed advice or instruction as to a library building, 
furniture, equipment, government, service, rules for readers, 
selecting, buying, cataloguing, shelving, lending books, or other- 
matter pertaining to the establishment, reorganization or admin­
istration of a public library. It shall be the duty of the State 
librarian to impart any such advice or instruction in his posses­
sion, whenever requested by any officer of an associate library.
Sec. 15. If the responsible officers or managers of any 
associate library shall disregard, violate or refuse to comply with 
the rules and regulations relative to the loaning of books'", such
b y th is^ c t* >rarJ ^  debarred from the privileges granted
16.\, Tbe Stat,e librarian shall keep a complete record of 
■ ®?° ,ate. p a r ie s  and of the transactions therewith, and shall 
forth 18 rep?.rt ,t.° the legislature a summary of the facts set
other 1  n !aPP1"atl0n °f such Iibraries> together with such
to ” ch libra™  “ "*7 •» »< r-Uto
State ''from fm i^ 6 aPProPriated from the treasury of tho
thousand^ fiv e aPProPri at ^  the sum of two 
equipment of H h? ‘ d dollarV or th e purchase of books and 
TraveHny | ibraHe ” S n  'f  Sha11 be desig™ ted as “ Michigan 
i S r  p J S r i f f  Z ;  rales as the libraiT  com m ittee
department or from ) ^ , en(  ^ r^?m ^ e State library duplicate 
r « w ”e t e , o ^  " f  h S '  r  M »  or bought for th is 
this State m-7 °  f books for a llm ited time to any library in 
library, but whiclThas0con f’° ^ 7 ^  J f.fc havinS established such
required for such loanS. t0 the COndltions in said rules
the provisionfif this act h e re ^ y te p e a le ^  “  ^  COntravene
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MIHHESOTA
General statutes,1894,chap.6.
Sec.366 The governor by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate shall appoint a librarian who shall hold office for two 
years... The librarian shall give bond in the penal sum of #2000
Sec.368 The librarian shall have the custody and charge of the 
library. The librarian shall make a report to the Governor each 
year.
Sec.369 The judges of the supreme cotirt shall exercise a gener-. 
al oversight of the library. They shall have power to adopt all 
such rules and regulations for the government and conduct of the 
same... and also rules prescribing penalties and fines for any 
violation thereof.
MISSISSIPPI
Annotated code,1892,chap.124.
Sec.4167 There shall be a state librarian elected as provided 
by the constitution..terra of office four years...bond #5000...
Sec.4168 The state library shall be under the supervision and 
control of the governor,judges of the supreme court,and attorn­
ey general, who shall be trustees of the state library.
Sec.4170 Board of trustees to make all necessary by-laws and 
may prescribe penalties for a violation of them.
Sec.4177 Under the approval and direction of the board of trus­
tees the state librarian shall expend all appropriations.
Constitution of the state of Mississippi 360.106.
The state librarian shall be chosen by the legislature on joint 
vote of the two Houses tp serve for four years.
MISSOURI
Revised statutes,1889,chap.151.
Sec.8197 The state librarian shall be appointed by the supreme 
court. Salary $100.
Sec.8201(Appropriation) To be derived from the sales of books 
(decisions of the supreme court),and all moneys appropriated by 
the General Assembly.
Sec.8205 The state librarian shall make a report to the General 
Assembly at the beginning of each session...
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Annotated code,1895,chap.3.
Sec.2381 The state library shall consist of two parts a law li­
brary and a miscellaneous library. The law library shall be un­
der the control of a board of five trustees,of whichthe chfctf 
justices and associate justices of the supreme court shall be 
ex-officio members,and the secretary of state and state auditor. 
The historical and miscellaneous library shall be under the con­
trol of a board of five trustees appointed by the governor with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. Both boards shall serve 
without compensation. And all but ex-officio members shall serve 
for two years.
Sec.2382 The duties of the boards shall be to make the rules 
and regulations governing the libraries and to appoint librari­
ans.
Sec.2383 The librarians shall hold office for two years.
Sec.2391 The salary of each librarian shall be §1200.
Sec.2392 The librarians shall give bond for §1000.
Sec.2389 The fund of the law library shall consist of fees col­
lected and paid into the state treasury by the secretary of 
state and 20/Z of all fees paid by the clerk of the supreme court 
and any appropriation specially made. The historical and mis­
cellaneous library fund shall consist of the receipts from 
sales of any of the publications and of any special appropria­
tions.
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NEBRASKA
Laws of Nebraska,1870-71.
AN ACT regulating the State library.
Section 1. B e  i t  enacted by the leg is la tu re  o f  the S ta te  o f  N eb ra ska , That the hooks, 
pamphlets, maps, and charts belonging to the State, now in the State library, or which 
shall hereafter be added to the same, shall constitute the State library.
Sec. 2. There shall be two divisions of the State library, one of which shall embrace 
all miscellaneous works, books, pamphlets, maps and charts, and the statutes and 
other books required by law, to be deposited in the office of the secretary of state, 
and shall be known as the miscellaneous division of the State library, which shall be 
kept under the charge of the secretary of state, and of which he shall be librarian. 
The other shall embrace all books of reports, and other law books, and shall be 
known as the law division of the State library, which shall be kept under the charge 
of the clerk of the supreme court, and of which he shall be librarian.
Sec. 3. The governor, secretary of state, and auditor shall constitute a board of 
directors of the miscellaneous division, and the judges of the supreme court shall 
constitute a board of directors of the law division of the State library.
Sec. 4. Each board of directors shall have power to make such rules, not incon­
sistent with this act, for the regulation of the division of the library under their 
direction as they may elect proper, and may prescribe penalties for any violations 
thereof, which shall be collected in the same manner as for the nonreturn or injury 
of any books.
Sec. 5. Books may be taken from the State library by the members of the legisla­
ture and its officers during the session of the legislature, and by the officers of tke 
executive department of the State, and judges of the supreme court and district 
courts; and no other person shall be permitted to take or detain from the library 
more than two miscellaneous works at one time, or take the same away from the 
capitol.
Se c . 6 . Each librarian shall cause to be kept a register of all books issued and 
returned at the time they shall be so issued and returned, and none of the books, 
except the laws, journals, and reports of this State, which may be taken from the 
library, shall be detained more than ten days, and all the books taken out by officers 
or members of the legislature shall be returned at the close of the session.
Se c . 7. If any person injure or fail to return any book taken from the library, he 
shall forfeit and pay to the librarian of the division to which it belongs, for the use 
of the library, double the value thereof, or of the set to which it belongs, if a set is 
broken by its loss, to be recovered in an action, in the name of the people of the 
State, in any court of competent jurisdiction; and before the auditor shall issue his 
warrant in favor of any person authorized to take books from the library for the 
value of his services or amount of his salary he shall be satisfied that such person 
has returned all books taken from the library or settled for the same; otherwise he 
shall deduct all accoiuits for the detention or injury of such books.
Sec. 8. Each librarian shall, on or before the twentieth day of December in each 
year, report to the governor the condition of the division under his charge, stating 
the number of volumes contained therein, the number of volumes purchased during 
the past year, and the cost thereof, the number of volumes received by donation, the 
number of volumes injured, or not returned, if  any, and the amount received in com­
pensation therefor, and such suggestions and further information as may be deemed 
by him desirable.
Se c . 9. The librarian of each division of the library shall give bond to the people 
of the State, in the sum of five thousand dollars each, with good and sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by the board of directors of their respective division, con­
ditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of their respective offices, which 
bonds shall be filed in the office of the State auditor.
Sec. 10. Each librarian shall receive for his services the sum of four hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum, to be paid quarterly, and the State auditor is authorized to 
draw his warrant on the treasurer for such amounts as they become due.
Sec. 11. Two hundred dollars shall be annually paid out of the State treasury for 
the use of the library, one half to each division, which amount, together with the 
amounts received from fines and forfeitures under this act, shall be annually expended 
in the purchase of additional books, under the direction of the board of directors.
Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of each librarian to cause each book in his division to 
bo labeled with a printed or stamped label containing the words, “ Nebraska State 
L ib r a r y a n d  also to write the same words on the thirtieth page of each volume.
Sec. 13. The directors of the law division of the State library may sell or exchange 
any surplus or duplicate sets of reports or law books in such division of the library, 
and use the money arising from such sale in purchasing other law books or reports for 
such library.
Sec. 14. If either librarian shall permit or allow any person not authorized by this 
act to remove a book from the library, he shall be liable on conviction thereof to pay 
a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars for every book so taken.
Sec. 16. Chapter 32, entitled Library of part one (1) of the Revised Statutes, 
approved in 1866, and also an act entitled “ An act to create the office of State 
librarian, and to define the duties of the same,” approved June 22, 1867, are hereby 
repealed: P r o v id e d , however, That no causes of action for fines, penalties, or forfeit­
ures, and no prosecutions for misdemeanors to which any person may have become 
liable under any of the provisions of the chapter or of the act hereby repealed, shall 
be barred or in any manner affected by this act; but such actions and prosecutions 
may be commenced and carried on as if this act had not been passed.
Sec. 17. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act are
hereby repealed.
Sec. 18. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 
r Approved March 3, 1871. Laws of Nebraska, 1870-71. j
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HEVADA
General statutes,1385.
Sec.1487 The secretary of state shall be ex-officio state li­
brarian and take charge of the library.
Sec.1488 Each and every officer shall pay $5 before entering 
on his duties for the purpose of raising a library fund.
Sec.1489 The Attorney at law before being admitted to the su­
preme or district court shall pay $10 for the library fund.
Sec.1493 The librarian shall make a report to the governor each 
year concerning the condition of the library.
Sec.1495 Librarian shall give bond for the sum of $1000.
Sec.2305 The salary of the librarian shall be $1800.
HEW HAMPSHIRE
Public statutes,1891,chap.8.
Sec.2 The state library shall be under the control of three 
trustees.
Sec.3 The trustees shall be appointed by the governor with the 
advice of the council. They shall hold office for a ten:: of 
three years.
Sec.4 The trustees shall make all necessary rales and regula­
tions ,appoint a librarian and fix his compensation.
Sec.lOThe trustees shall examine the library semi-annually.
Sec.11' The librarian shall make a biennial report to the legis­
lature.
Sec.19 The sum of $3000 shall be annually appropriated to be ex­
pended under the direction of the trustees for books...
HEW JERSEY
General statutes,1895,page 3137.
Sec.l The state library shall be governed by a board of com­
missioners consisting of the governor,chancellor chief justice, 
secretary of state,treasurer,and comptroller. They shall pre­
scribe all rules and regulations for the government of the li­
brary.
Sec.3 They shall appoint a librarian to serve for a term of 5 
years.
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Sec.4 The librarian shall give bond in the penal sura of $1000.
Sec.13 The sura of $750 shall be appropriated annually to the 
state library for the purchase of books,cataloging...
Sec.17 Amendment.$3000 shall be annually appropriated for the 
use of the library.
Sec.19 The attorney general shall be ex officio member of the 
board of commissioners.
NEW YORK
Laws of New York,1897,chap.378,as amended.
4 State library—including general, law, 
medical, and education libraries, library 
school, bibliographic publications, lending 
books to students and similar library inter­
ests.
L i b r a r y  s c h o o l. The law authorizes the 
state library to give instruction and assist­
ance in organizing and administering li­
braries. Students receive from the state 
library staff, in return for services rendered 
4 to the library during their two years’ course, 
careful training in library economy, bibli­
ography, cataloguing, classification and 
other duties of professional librarianship.
§ io Departments and their govern­
ments. The state library and state museum 
shall be departments of the University, and 
the regents may establish such other depart­
ments as they deem necessary to discharge 
the duties imposed on them by law. All 
University departments shall be under ex­
clusive control of the regents who shall have 
all powers of trustees thereof, including 
authority to appoint all needed officers and 
employees; to fix their titles, duties, salaries 
and terms of service; to make all needed 
regulations; and to buy, sell, exchange or 
receive by will, gift or on deposit, articles 
or collections properly pertaining thereto; to 
maintain lectures connected with higher 
education in this state, and to lend to or de­
posit permanently with other institutions 
books, specimens or other articles in their 
custody wdiich, because of being duplicates 
or for other reasons, will in the judgment of 
the regents be more useful in said institu­
tions than if retained in the original collec­
tions at Albany.
§ 15 State library, how constituted. All
books, pamphlets, manuscripts, records, 
archives and maps, and all other property 
appropriate to a general library, if owned by 
the state and not placed in other custody by 
law, shall be in charge of the regents and 
constitute the state library.
§ 16 Manuscripts and records “ on file.” 
Manuscript or printed papers of the legisla­
ture, usually termed “ on file,” and which 
shall have been on file more than five years 
in custody of the senate and assembly clerks, 
and all public records of the state not 
placed in other custody by a specific law 
shall be part of the state library and 
shall be kept in rooms assigned and suitably 
arranged for that purpose by the trustees of 
the capitol. The regents shall cause such 
papers and records to be so classified and 
arranged that they can be easily found. No 
paper or record shall be removed from such 
files except on a resolution of the senate and 
assembly withdrawing them for a temporary 
purpose, and in case of such removal a de-
NEW YORK cont'd
scription of the paper or record and the 
name of the person removing the same shall 
he entered in a book provided for that pur­
pose, with the date of its delivery and return.
§ 17  Use. The state library shall be kept 
open not less than eight hours every week 
day in the year, and members of the legisla­
ture, judges of the court of appeals, justices 
of the supreme court, and heads of state de­
partments may borrow from the library 
books for use in Albany, but shall be subject 
to such restrictions and penalties as may be 
prescribed by the regents for the safety or 
greater usefulness of the library. Others 
shall be entitled to use or borrow books 
from the library only on such conditions as 
the regents shall prescribe.
§ 18 Book appropriation. The treasurer 
shall pay annually to the regents, on warrant 
of the controller, $15,000 for books, serials 
and binding for the state library.
§ 19 Duplicate department. The regents 
shall have charge of the preparation, publi­
cation and distribution, whether by sale, 
exchange or gift, of the colonial history, 
natural history, and all other state publica­
tions not otherwise assigned by law. To 
guard against waste or destruction of state 
publications, and to provide for completion
NORTH CAROLINA
THE CODE OE NORTH CAROLINA, VOL
LIE
[Section 3604. Librarian biennially appointed
c. 70,s.l.
A librarian shall be biennially appoii 
at a salary not exceeding seven hundred 
with security in such sum as the said t: 
’ of North Carolina, conditioned for the 
discharge of his duties, and ho shall 
appointed and qualified.
People v. McKee, 68-429: Peoi>le v. B1
[Section -3605. Hours of public library, librarit
70, s. 2.
The library shall be kept open durin| 
and the librarian shall also keep the lib 
tives locked, except during the session
[Section 3606. Justices of supreme court app< 
appoint, remove, and fix compen
The justices of the supreme court A 
appointed trustees of the supreme cou 
, increase shall be paid out under their 
said shall have charge of the court li, 
librarian, who shall perform his dutie 
receive such compensation as may be ] 
sum of three hundred dollars per annr
[Section 3607. Claims
All claims for such service shall be t 
same shall be paid by the treasurer of
[Section 3608. Five hundred dollars yearly a
s.l,
The sum of five hundred dollars is a 
V  public library.
of sets to be permanently preserved in 
American and foreign libraries, the regents 
shall maintain a duplicate department to 
which each state department, bureau, board 
or commission shall send not less than five 
copies of each of its publications when is­
sued, and after completing its distribution, 
any remaining copies which it no longer re­
quires. The above, with any other publica­
tions not needed in the state library, shall 
be the duplicate department, and rules for 
sale, exchange or distribution from it shall 
be fixed by the regents, who shall use all 
receipts from such exchanges or sales for 
expenses and for increasing the state library. 
The state printers shall furnish to this dupli­
cate department immediately after its print­
ing, as many copies of each publication 
printed at state expense as the regents shall 
certify to be necessary to enable them to 
supply one copy to each library, which shall 
conform to the rules established by the 
regents as to preservation and making 
available for public reference, and shall be 
registered by the regents as properly en­
titled to such publication. In case the 
officer to whom the edition of any publica­
tion is to be delivered shall notify the state 
printers in writing, and before printing, 
that the edition provided will be insufficient 
for his use if the library copies are deducted, 
there shall be printed as many extra copies 
as he shall require not exceeding the num­
ber delivered for library use. ( A s  a m e n d e d  
b y  l a w s  o f  1895 , eh . 839, § /.)
§ 20 Transfers from state officers. The 
librarian of any library owned by the state, 
or the officer in charge of any state depart­
ment, bureau, board, commission or other 
office may, with the approval of the regents, 
transfer to the permanent custody of the 
state library or museum any books, 
papers, maps, manuscripts, specimens or 
other articles which, because of being dupli­
cates or for other reasons, will in his judg­
ment be more useful to the state in the state 
library or museum than if retained in his 
keeping.
§ 21 Other libraries owned by the state.
The report of the state library to the legis­
lature shall include a statement of the total 
number of volumes or pamphlets, the num­
ber added during the year, with a summary 
of operations and conditions, and any needed 
recommendation for safety or usefulness for 
each of the other libraries owned by the 
state, the custodian of which shall furnish
such information or facilities for inspection 
as the regents may require tor making tnis
report. Each of these libraries shall be 
under the sole control provided by law, but 
for the annual report of the total number of 
books owned by or bought each year by the 
state, it shall be considered as a branch ot 
the state library and shall be entitled to any 
facilities for exchange of duplicates, inter- 
library loans or other privileges properly 
accorded to a branch.
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NORTH DAKOTA
Chap.13.
S#c.l034 The secretary of state shall have the care and custo 
dy of the state library.
Sec.1035 flOOO shall be appropriated for the state library to 
be expended by the secretary of atate under the direction of 
the supreme court for purchasing books&
OHIO
S T A T E  LIB R A R Y  LA W  OF 1896.
An act to amend sections 342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 348, 349, 
350, 351, 352 and 353 of the Revised S tatu tes of Ohio.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assem bly of the State of 
Ohio, T h a t sections 342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 348, 349, 350, 351, 
352 and 353 of the Revised S tatu tes be am ended so as to read as follows:
Section 342. T he governor w ith the advice and consent of the 
senate shall appoint three persons, residents of the state, who shall con­
stitu te  a board of library commissioners. One member of said board 
shall be appointed for two years, one for four years and one for six  years, 
and thereafter the term  of office shall be six  years. All vacancies on 
said board to be filled by the governor by and w ith the advice and con­
sent of the senate. T he members of the board shall receive no com pensa­
tion for their services.
Second 343. T he board m ay expend a sum not exceeding one 
thousand dollars annually , for clerical assistance and incidental and nec­
essary expenses, including traveling  expenses in the discharge of its 
duties; and all sum s expended under the provisions ot th is act shall be 
paid by the state treasurer on the w arrant of the auditor of state, after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board.
Section 344. T he board of library commissioners shall have the 
m anagem ent of the state library, appoint and remove the librarian w ith 
the consent of the governor, and said library commissioners w ith the 
consent of the librarian shall appoint the assistants in the library  during 
their pleasure. Make such rules for the governm ent of the library and 
the use of the books and other property of the library as they deem 
necessary.
Section 345. T he librarian shall give bonds to the state in the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, w ith sureties approved by the board of library 
commissioners, for the faith fu l discharge of his duties and the delivery 
over to his successor of all the property of the state in his possession. 
T he assistants in the lib rary  shall be required to give bond to the 
state in the sum o^one thousand dollars. These bonds shall be deposited 
w ith the treasurer of the state.
Section 346. T he librarian shall be secretary of the board of library
commissioners and shall perform all the duties belonging- to th a t position. 
vSection 347. T he librarian shall have charge of the state library,
g iving his personal attention  and attendance to it and carrying out and 
enforcing the rules and regulations made therefor by the general assem ­
bly and the board of library commissioners.
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OHIO cont*d.
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Section 348. T he librarian or trustees of any free public library, 
may ask said board of library commissioners for advice as to all m atters 
pertain ing to the organization, m aintenance or adm inistration of the 
library, and the board shall give such advice and personal atten tion  as 
it shall find practicable.
Section 349. The supervisor of public printing shall deliver to the 
board of library commissioners, as many copies of each report and other 
documents, as may be provided by law. These copies are to be bound 
in the best style of binding that may be ordered by the state in each 
case.
Section 350. The board of library commissioners shall arrange for 
the exchange of the Ohio publications with as many of the states as pos­
sible, with the general government, and with other governments; with 
societies and others as they see fit, placing all exchanges received in the 
state library, except that all statutes received, not already in the law 
library, are to be transferred to the law library.
Section 351. The board of library commissioners may send to any 
university, college, public library, society or individual, copies of state 
publications, at their discretion.
Section 352. The board of library commissioners shall superintend 
and direct all expenditures of appropriations made for the library.
Section 353. The board of library commissioners shall annually 
make a report to the governor of all receipts and expenditures and of, the 
condition of the library, and all other matters in relation thereto, that 
they deem expedient for the information of the general assembly; and 
their report shall be transmitted, by the governor, to the general assem­
bly.
Section 2. That said original sections 342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 
348, 349, 350, 351, 352 and 353 of the Revised Statutes be and the same 
are hereby repealed and this act shall take effect on its passage.
CHARLES H. BOSLER,
Speaker pro tem. o f  the House o f  Representatives.
Passed April 22, 1896.
ASAHEL W. JONES,
President of the Senate.
Sec.2308 xne secretary oi stauc iauc^ .* *, 
the state library. ______ t of
Sec.2313 There shall be elected at each regular session of the 
Legislative Assembly a librarian of the state library.
Sec.2315 The librarian shall make an annual report to the Leg­
islative Assembly.
Sec.2316 The salary of the librarian shall be #1000.
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PENNSYLVANIA
Digest of laws,1700-1894,page 4379.
Sec.l There shall be a board of trustees of the state library 
who shall have supervision thereof ahd power to make rules and 
regulations.The governor,secretary of the commonwealth,and the 
attorney general shall be ex officio of said trustees.
Sec.2 The state librarian shall be appointed by the governor 
with the consent of the Senate. The terra of office shall be 
four years. Salary shall be $2500. Librarian shall give bond 
for $5000. And shall magean annual report to the governor.
Sec.3 The librarian shall make an annual report to the legisla- 
tu re.
Sec.4 The librarian shall haveA to appoint any assistants.
Sec.6 The trustees shall meet annually and at such other times 
as they may fix.
RHODE ISLAND
General laws,1896,chap.28.
Sec.l The secretary of state shall have the care of the state 
library,except the law library,and shall receive and preserve 
all books and documents which may be sent or purchased for the 
same.
Sec.2 The sum of $200 shall be annually appropriated for the 
purchase of books for the state library.
Sec.3 Such sum shall beexpended under the direction of the gov­
ernor and secretary of state.
Sec.4 The secretary of state shall annually make a report to 
the General Assembly.
Sec.6 The clerk of the appefate division of the supreme court 
in Providence shall have the' custody of the law library and 
shall be responsible for the care and keeping thereof. The 
clerk may under the direction of the justices of the court ap­
point a librarian.
Sec.7 The sum of $2000 may be expended annually under the direc­
tion of the justices of the supreme court for the purposes of 
the law library.
Sec.8 The sum of $1500 may be annually expended under the direc­
tion of the Rhode Island historical society for the care and 
preservation and cataloging of the property of the state in its 
keeping and for purchasing and binding of books relating to the 
history of the state.And the sum of $500 may be annually expen-
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ed under the direction of the Newport historical society for 
the like purpose.
Sec.9 Rhode Island historical society and the Newport histori­
cal society shall annually make reports to the General Assembly.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Revised statutes,1893.
Sec.117 The sum of $500 shall be annually appropriated for the 
purchase of a library for the Senate and House of this state.
Sec.2226 The supreme court shall appoint a librarian,who shall 
be in charge of the library of the court. The salary of the li­
brarian shall be $800. He shall hold office durin g the pleasure 
of the court.
SOUTH DAKOTA
Laws,1891,chap.105.
Sec.8 The secretary of state shall be ex officio the state li­
brarian,and as such shall be charged with the care and custody 
of all books,documents and records belonging to the state.
TENNESSEE
Code,1898,chap.7.
Sec.1378 The librarian shall be elected by the General Assembly 
He shall hold office for two years.Salary shall be $1000.
Sec.1381 The sura of $300 shall be appropriated for making addi­
tions to the library.
Sec.1382 The governor and judges of the supreme court shall be 
and are hereby constituted a board of commissioners to superin­
tend and control the library,and shall have power to make all 
necessary rules and regulations.
TEXAS
Revised statutes,chap.6,article,2918.
The commissioner of agriculture insurance statistics and his 
tory is the state librarian.
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UTAH
Laws of the Territory of Utah,1890,chap.67.
Chapter 67, Section 1. B e  it  en acted  by the governor and leg isla tiv e  assem bly o f  the 
T erritory  o f  U tah, That tho hooks, pamphlets, maps, charts, globes, papers, appa­
ratus, and valuable specimens belonging to the Territory now in the Territorial 
library, or which shall hereafter be added thereto, shall constitute the Utah Terri­
torial library.
Sec. 2. That the governor, secretary, chief justice, and associate justices of the 
supreme court of the Territory shall constitute the board of control of the Terri­
torial library.
Sec. 3. The board of control may, in their discretion, classify the books and arti­
cles named in section 1 of this act, and deliver to and place in the library of the 
University of Deseret such books and articles belonging to and composing the Ter­
ritorial library as they may consider more useful to the university library than to tho 
Territorial library, and any books or articles so delivered to the university library 
shall thereupon become and thereafter remain a portion of the university library.
Sec. 4. The public shall have access to the library, and the board of control may 
make such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, as 
they may deem proper, for the use of the library by the public and the officers herein 
named, and may prescribe penalties for any violation thereof, which shall be col­
lected in the same manner as forfeitures for the nonreturn or injury of any book.
Sec. 5. Books may be taken from the Utah Territorial library by members of the 
legislature and its officers, and at any time by the officers of the executive depart­
ment of the Territory, justices of the supreme court, the marshal and attorney for 
tho Territory, but no other person shall be permitted to take or detain any book 
from the library.
Sec. 6. The governor, by and with the advice and consent of the legislative coun­
cil, shall appoint a Territorial librarian, who shall cause to be kept a register of all 
books issued and returned, showing to whom they are issued, by whom they are 
returned, and the time they are so issued and returned; and no book except the laws, 
journals, and reports of the Territory, which may be taken from the library, shall 
be detained more than ten days, except when taken for the use of officers and mem­
bers of the legislature while it is in session, and all books taken out by officers or 
members of the legislature shall be returned at the close of the session.
Sec. 7. If  any person injure or fail to return any book taken from the library, ho 
shali forfeit and pay to the librarian, for the use of the library, the damage thereto, 
including costs and reasonable counsel fees for collecting the same, to be recovered 
in an action in the name of the Territory in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
and it shall be the duty of the librarian in behalf of the Territory to commence suit 
for the collection of all such forfeitures and all fines.
Sec. 8. The librarian shall on or before the twentieth day of December in each 
year report to the governor tho condition of the library, stating the number of 
volumes contained therein, the number of volumes purchased during the last year 
and the cost thereof, the number of volumes received by donation, the number of 
volumes injured or not returned, if any, and the amounts received in compensation 
therefor, and such suggestions and further information as may be deemed by him 
desirable.
Sec. 9. The sum of five hundred dollars per annum is hereby appropriated and 
ordered paid out of tho Territorial treasury, in the usual manner, to be used by the 
board of control of tho library, in the payment of the librarian for services, and of 
rent for rooms in which to keep the library. Tho sum of three hundred dollars is 
hereby appropriated and ordered paid in the usual manner out of the Territorial 
treasury, for the preparation and printing of a catalogue of the Territorial library, 
under direction of the board of Control.
Sec. 10. The sum of three thousand dollars is hereby appropriated and ordered 
paid out of the Territorial treasury in the usual manner, to bo used by the board of 
control of the library for the purchase of cases and such new and additional volumes 
for the use of the library as the said board of control may consider advisable.
Sec. 11. It shall be the duty of the librarian to make out a written catalogue, con­
veniently arranged in alphabetical order, and cause the same to be printed and dis­
tributed to the officers entitled to the use of such library, of all books, pamphlets, 
maps, charts, globes, papers, apparatus, and valuable specimens in the library, adding 
thereto as the library is increased; which catalogue shall be kept for the use of those 
authorized to use books. He shall also make out and place in some conspicuous place 
a copy of the rules and regulations of the library.
Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the librarian to cause every book in the library to 
be labeled with printed or stamped label containing the words “ Utah Territorial 
Library,” and also cause the same words to be written or stamped on the thirtieth 
pago of each volume.
Sec. 13. The board of control of the library may sell or exchange any surplus or 
duplicate sets of reports or law books in the library, and use the money arising from 
such sale in purchasing other law books or reports for the library.
Sec. 14. If the librarian shall permit or allow any person not authorized by this 
act to take a book from the library, he shall be liable, upon conviction thereof, to 
pay a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars for each book so taken. 
All fines and forfeitures collected shall bo used for the benefit of the library according 
to the best judgment of the board.
Sec. 15. If any person not authorized by this act shall take a book from tho library, 
either with or without the consent of the librarian, or violate any of the provisions 
of this act, he shall uj)on conviction thereof be fined in any sum not less than ten nor 
more than fifty dollars for each book so taken.
Sec. 16. All acts or parts of acts superseded by or in conflict with the provisions 
of this act are hereby repealed.
Sec. 17. This act shall tako effect at twelve o’clock, noon, on the first day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety. [Approved, March 
13, 1890. Laws of the Territory of Utah, 1890.]
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VERMONT
Revised statutes,1894,chap.l9.
See.197 The state library shall be under the direction of nine 
trustees,three ex officio,three state trustees and three resi­
dent trustees. The governor,chief judge and secretary of state 
shall be the ex officio trustees.
Sec.198 The trustees shall have the power to make all rules and 
by laws,expend all money;also to appoint a secretary who shall 
be librarian.
Sec.199 The trustees shall make a biennial report to the Gener­
al Assembly.
Sec.204 The sura of $800 shall be annually appropriated for the 
state library.
VIRGINIA
clerk of each town, village, and city in this State shall each year supply 
any lihrar^w^dietown or city in which he lives with two copies of theamjjiifchT^ 
ports (if printedy,^ Tf-MsJbown, village, or city; and shall alsosgj3il-««r^ne State 
library for its use two copieS^of^thesame. Said copiessh^ilWre'sodelivered by the 
clerk within two weeks after receiplTirfs&nnh priptfltfW Bports by him. And officers 
making such printed reports are hereby dia£?Tffr o^ supply the town, village, or city 
clerk with the four copies n|pu^ w?rrvrfor him to compT^withJhe provisions of this
SEC*Ji- Tfclf'iirst three sections of this act shall apply to cities as weTT^gKto^ns. 
>roved November 27, 1894. Laws of Vermont, session of 1894.]
VIRGINIA. '  l  t  *
T h e  secretary o f  the Com m onw ealth to he general lib ra ria n .— He shall he general libra­
rian and have charge of the library fund. He shall account f >r, apply, and pay over 
all moneys which may come to his hands as librarian, and his official bond shall be a 
security for the performance of all his duties both as secretary and librarian.
L ib r a r y  f u n d .— The books and maps belonging to the State shall constitute the 
library fund, except such books or maps as may be appropriated in some way incon­
sistent herewith.
D o n a tio n s fr o m  f u n d .— Out of the books and maps constituting the library fund 
such donations may from time to time be made to public libraries, learned societies, 
colleges, and other institutions as may be deemed advisable by the library committee 
hereinafter mentioned.
The general librarian shall furnish the universities, and any incorporated college 
of the State in which a law school is established, and the College of William and 
Mary for its law school, and which has not heretofore been furnished, out of any sur­
plus copies on hand, with one copy of Henning’s Statutes, the journal, debates, and 
ordinances of the several State conventions, the journals of the senate and house of 
delegates, of the acts of assembly, and of the codes, and also eight copies of any law 
reports on hand or which may hereafter be on hand, and every incorporated college 
and academy in the State with a copy of the maps.
B o o k s  and m aps to be so ld .— All the rest of the books and maps constituting the said 
fund, except such as it may be proper to have in the libraries belonging to the State, 
shall be sold.
H ow  so ld ; p r ic e s .— From time to time he may place a reasonable number of copies 
of the reports of decisions, of the maps, and of any other books which may seem to 
him advisable in the hands of booksellers to be sold upon a reasonable commission, 
selecting such booksellers as may seem to him best, and taking in every case an obli­
gation from the bookseller, specifying the books and maps placed in his hands, 
the prices at which they are to be sold, and for what commission, and binding him, 
when thereto required by the librarian, to account for the said books and maps, 
return such as may not have been sold, and pay for those sold at the prices specified, 
after deducting the commission for selling. The librarian may himself bell any of 
the said books and maps or make exchanges thereof for other works.
L ib r a r y  com m ittee to f ix  p r ic e s  o f  rep o rts.— The library committee shall determine 
the prices at which the several volumes of reports of decisions of the court of appeals 
shall be sold and the amount of commissions to be allowed on such sales.
L ib r a r y  com m ittee, its  general d u ties; rep o rt.— A joint committee of the general assem­
bly, to be called the library committee, shall be appointed biennally, which shall 
have the direction of the library and library fund, may make such rules for the regu­
lation of the library, not inconsistent with this chapter, and prescribe such penalties 
for violations thereof as may seem to it proper. The general librarian shall, annu­
ally, make a report to this committee of his proceedings, stating therein, among 
other things, in detail all purchases made, from whom made, and at what prices, and 
render an account of the receipts and disbursements of the library fund. The com­
mittee shall examine his accounts and proceedings, and determine the prices at 
which the books and maps constituting the library fund may be sold. A journal of 
the proceedings of the library committee shall be kept by the general librarian, who 
shall act as its clerk, and the committee shall report fully to the general assembly.
A d d itio n s  to the S ta te  an d  law  lib ra ries .— There shall be annually procured such 
books in law, literature, science, and the arts and such maps and charts as it may 
seem to the committee desirable to procure. After making the purchases necessary 
for the State library the committee shall cause to be purchased, out of the library 
fund, such books as may be required by the judges for the law libraries at Staun­
ton and Wytheville: P ro v id ed , That not more than three hundred dollars shall be 
expended in any one year in the purchase of books for each of the libraries at said 
places.
H isto r ic a l w orks and r e lic s .— The committee shall especially cause to be procured 
from time to time as opportunity may offer a copy of any book, pamphlet, or manu-
7
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WASHINGTON
Ballinger.Annotated code,1397,chap.5.
Sec.2600 The state librarian shall be appointed by the governor 
by and with the advice of the Senate. He shall serve for a term 
of four years.
Sec.2616 The governor,secretary of state and attorney general 
shall constitute a board of library commissioners,who shall make 
all rules for conduct of library,purchase of books &.
Sec.2615 The salary of the state librarian shall be $1500.
WEST VIRGINIA
Code,1391,page 1056.
Sec.l The librarian shall be appointed by the governor and 
shall serve for the same term of office as the governor. The li­
brarian shall give a bond for $3000.
Sec.2 The librarian shall have charge of the library.
Sec.8 The state library shallbe under the direction of the gov­
ernor, secretary of state and attorney general.
Sec.13 The sum of $500 shall be appropriated for the expenses 
of the library.
WISCONSIN
Statutes,1898,chap.23.
Sec.367 The justices of the supreme court and the attorney 
general shall be ex officio trustees of the state library and 
shall have full power to make and enforce by suitable penalties 
rules regulations for custody,superintendence &.
Sec.368 The board of trustees shall appoint a librarian . The 
librarian shall serve for a term of two years.
Revised statutes,1899,chap.5.
Sec.455 There shall be a state librarian who shall be appointed 
by the governor by and with the consent of the Senate who shall 
hold his office for the term of two years and until his succes­
sor is duly appointed.
Sec.456 The librarian shall have the charge and custody of all 
books,maps,papers,charts,engravings,paintings,and all other 
things properly belonging to the library,or directed to be de
Y/YOMING
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posited therein and shall also keep a regular file of all news­
papers published in the state which shall be donated thereto.
Sec.459 And the librarian shall have full power to make any 
rules and regulations proper and necessary for the preservation 
and increase of the library not inconsistent with, the law,which 
the librarian shall in all cases observe,and to superintend and 
direct all expenditures and appropriations made for the library 
undar the supervision and control of the judges of the supreme 
court.
Sec.462 The librarian shall on the first day of each regular 
session of the legislature make a full and complete report of 
all receipts and expenditures and of the condition of the li­
brary and all other matters in relation thereto for the infor­
mation of the legislature.
Sec.468 The librarian shall give bond for $5000.
Sec.469 The salary of the librarian shall be $800.
Sec.473 All money received upon the sale of said compiled laws 
shall be applied*by the state librarian to the purchase of 
books for the state library under the direction of the judges 
of the supreme court.
Sec.473 There is hereby appropriated and set aside for the main­
tenance and support of the state law library 15000 acres of 
land not otherwise appropriated out of the 260000 acres of land 
granted to the state of Wyoming for state charitable,education­
al, penal and reformatory institutions...
Sec.475 Alllands granted,or that may hereafter be granted by the 
U.S. or by the state of Wyoming,or by the constitution of the 
state set apart for the maintenance and support of a state law 
library,and all proceeds from the sales thereof are hereby 
pledged as a perpetual fund for the use and benefit of said 
state law library. All money that may acrue from the interest 
received on all money derived fromthe sale of lands as hereto­
fore or that may hereafter be appropriated for said state law 
library,including all money that may be hereafter appropriated 
for said law library^fthe state of Wyoming,including all money 
raised in any other manner or donated to said law library shall 
be deposited with the state treasurer,to be by him kept in a 
separate fund,which shall be known as the state law library in­
come fund,which shall be exclusively for said state law li­
brary as herein provided.
Sec.478 There is hereby appropriated and set aside for the 
miscellaneous state library 15000 acees of land out of the 
260000 acres of land granted to the state of Wyoming,...
APPENDIX B
Laws of various states relating to free public libraries.
62
AUTHORITY
CALIFORNIA
Laws,1880,chap.126.
oec . 2, Tlio municipal authorities of any incorporated city of this State are author­
ized and empowered, by a resolution duly passed for that purpose, to levy and collect 
as in other cases annually, a tax not to exceed one mill on the dollar, for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining in such city free public libraries and reading rooms 
and purchasing such books, journals, and other publications, purchasing and leasing 
such real and personal property, and erecting such buildings as may be necessary 
therefor.
COLORADO
Laws,1899,chap.152.
Sec.l The city council of any city or the board of trustees of 
any incorporated town...shall have the power to establish and
maintain a public library and reading room for the use and ben­
efit of the inhabitants thereof...
CONNECTICUT
Laws,1893,page 321.
CONNECTICUT.
Below will he found the law relating to libraries passed by the general assembly 
of 1893, aud found on page 321 of the Public Acts:
Section  1. Any town, borough, or city may establish a public library, the use of 
which, under proper regulations, shali be free to its inhabitants. Any town, 
borough, or city may expend such sum of money as may be necessary to provide 
and furnish suitable rooms or a suitable building for the library so established, or 
for a previously existing public library, the use of which is free to its inhabitants.
FLORIDA
Champaign, 111.
ar Miss:
Referring to your favor of 27th ult.:
There is no law in this State relating to free public libraries.
Very truly yours,
Secretary of State.
\
T A T E  L i l B ^ A H Y
GEORGIA
A t l a n t a , G a.,. ......
Very respectfully,
JAS. E. BROWN,
State Librarian.
ILLINOIS
Hurd. Revised statutes,1895,chap.81.
Sec.l That the city council of each incorporated city...shall 
have power to establish and maintain a public library and read­
ing room for the use and benefit of the inhabitants of such 
city,and may lev$y a tax of not to exceed two mills on the dol­
lar" annually on all taxable property:Provided ,that in cities 
of over 100000 inhabitants after the year 1896,such tax shall 
not exceed one mill on the dollar annually..*.
Sec.10 When 50 legal voters of any i n c o r p o r a t e d  town ,village 
or township shall present a petition to the clerk of the town 
village or township(or trustees of schools in counties not un­
der township organization)asking that an annual tax be levied 
for the establishment and maintenance of a free public library 
in such town or township and shall specify in their petition a 
rate of taxation not to exceed two mills on the dollar,such 
clerk(or trustees of schools in counties not under township or­
ganization) shall ,in the next legal notice of the regular an­
nual election in such town or township,give notice that at 
such election every voter may vote"For a ...mill tax for a free 
public library," or "Against a ...mill tax for a free public li­
brary" , specifying in such notice the ra/te of taxation mentioned 
in said petition:and if the majority of 8.11 the votes cast in 
such town,village or township shall be "For the tax for the 
free public library",the tax specified in such notice shall be 
levied a.nd collected ...
Villages,towns and townships
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INDIANA
Thornton's Statutes,1897,chap.35.
City Libraries.
Sec.5136 The inhabitants of any city ,town or village or neigh­
borhood in this state,or any part of them wherever they have 
subscribed the sum of $50 or upwards,toward the establishment 
of a public library may assemble themselves for the purpose of 
holding an election of directors.
City or County.
Sec.5154 Whenever any number of persons not less than seven 
shall desire to associate themselves together for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining a public library in any city 
or county in this state for the general benefit and advantage 
of the inhabitants of such city or county it shall be lawful 
for such persons to become incorporated under this act...
Cities & Towns.
INDIANA.“VVvo-f -'iVtto-wX VW\,
Ar tic le  IX .— F ree lib ra ries.
IOWA
f _ [*8631 pngo IQ?. Appgo.vod-Aforoh 5, 1883, and h rforeo J u n e  5,
(In cities and towns.) In all the cities and incorporated towns in this State 
the board of school trustees, board of school commissioners, or whatever board may 
be established by law to take charge of the public or common schools of such cit.v 
or incorporated town, shall have power, if in their discretion they deem it to be the 
public interest, to establish a free public library, and for the care of the books pro­
vided therefor, and for the taking from and returning to said library of such books, 
as the said board may deem necessary and proper, and to provide penalties for the 
violation thereof: P r o v id e d , That in any city or incorporated town where there is 
already established a library open to all the people no tax shall be levied for the 
purpose herein named.
Annotated code,1897,chap.4.
Sec.727 Cities and towns shall have the power to provide for 
the formation and maintenance of a free public library open to 
the use of all inhabitants,under proper regulations and may pur­
chase lands and erect buildings or rooms suitable for that pur­
pose and provide for the compensation of the necessary employees
...but no money can be appropriated for such purpose until the
electors of such city or town shaJLl at a general election have 
voted for the establishment of such library.
KANSAS
General statutes,1897,chap.39.
City public libraries.
Sec.28 Upon the petition of 50 tax payers of any city presented 
to the mayoi' and city council thereof ,such mayor and city 
council shall cause to be submitted to the legal voters of such 
city at the first city election thereafter ...the question of 
the establishment and maintenance of a free public library and 
reading room...
Township free libraries.
Sec.53 Upon the written petition of 50 tax payers of any town­
ship of more than 1000 inhabitants... said board sha.ll cause to 
be submitted to the legal voters of such township at the first
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annual election...the question of the establishment and main 
tenance of a free library.
LOUISIANA
A L B E R T I N E  F.  P H I L L I P S ,
L I B R A R I A N
j a d a  H.  M a r k s ,
a s s ’t  L i b r a r i a n
S t a t e  o f  Lo u i s i a n a .
O f f i c e  o f  S t a t e  L i b r a r i a n .
New Orleans, March 5th,1900.
Mrs. Anna M. Price,
Champaign, 111.
Dear Madam:
Your letter received. The only law bearing on Libraries, is 
the one in regard to the establishing of our State Library, which I am 
sure is not what you are in search of, as our State has nothing to do 
with the various public libraries throughout the state, they being under 
the control of the Universities in the State. There is a Fisk Free & 
Public Library in our City, the combination of our old City Library and 
one by donation of Mr. Fisk, the librarian is Mr. Beer, who is also 
■ Librarian of the Howard Memorial Library.
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MAINE
Public laws,1895,chap.242.
C.VvoJ'^ ex w ^ ATXE.
AN ACT to amend chapter fifty-five of the Revised Statutes relating to free public libraries.
Sec tio n  1. Section nine of chapter fifty-five of the Revised Statutes is amended 
by striking out all of said section and inserting the following:
“ Se c tio n  9. Any town may establish a free public library therein for the use of its 
inhabitants and provide suitable rooms therefor, under such regulation for its gov­
ernment as the inhabitants from time to time prescribe, and may appropriate for the 
foundation and commencement of such library a sum not exceeding two dollars, and 
for its maintenance and increase annually a sum not exceeding one dollar, for each 
of its ratable polls in the year next preceding.”
Laws of 1897
Any incorporated village within- this state located in a town 
where no free library exists is accorded the same privileges 
to establish a library as in section 9.
MARYLAND
Laws,1898,chap.515.
Sec.l Tha,t the governing board of any municipality incorporated 
under the laws of this state shall have the power to establish 
and maintain a public library and reading room for the use and 
benefit of such municipality and may levy an annual tax...
MASSACHUSETTS
Public statutes,1882,chap.40.
TOWN AND CITY LIBRARIES.
Sec. 9. Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library therein, 
with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and may provide 
suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for its government as may from 
time to time be prescribed by the inhabitants of the town or by the city council.
Sec. 10. Any town may, at a legal meeting, grant and vote money for the estab­
lishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library therein, and for erecting or 
providing suitable buildings or rooms therefor; and may receive, hold, and manage 
any devise, bequest, or donation for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of 
any such library.
S e c . 11. The city governmeht of a city or the selectmen of a town in vTiicli there 
is a public library, owned and maintained by such city or town, may place in such 
library, for the use of the inhabitants, such books, reports, and laws as have been 
or may be received from the Commonwealth.
MICHIGAN
Compiled laws,1897,chap.92.
Sec.3449 The city council of each incorporated city shall have 
power to establish and maintain a public library and reading 
room for the use and benefit of the inhabitants of such city...
Sec.3458 ...fifty voters may petition for a tax to be levied 
for the establishment of a free public library,not to exceed 
one mill on the dollar...the question must be submitted to vote 
of legal voters.
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MINNESOTA
General statutes,1894,chap.6.
Sec.1425 The city council of any i n c o r p o r a t e d  city or village 
...shall have power to establish and maintain a public library 
and reading room...
MISSISSIPPI
Annotated code of the general statutes,1892,chap.93.
Sec.2965 Municipalities have power to maintain one or more li­
braries for public use and to regulate the use thereof.
Sec.4133 The sheriff shall be the custodian of the books other 
than record books belonging to the county.
MISSOURI
Revised statutes,1889,chap.31.
City libraries.
Sec.1779 One hundred voters of an incorporated city may petition 
for the establishment of a free public library...tax not to ex­
ceed one mill on the dollar;;n cities of over 100000 not to ex­
ceed l/5 mill on the dollar...must be put to vote at city elec­
tion.
Villages
Sec.1788 Fifty voters may petition for the establishment of a 
public library...the tax not to exceed two mills on the dollar.
MONTANA
Annotated codes,1895,part 4.
Sec.5039 The city council has power to establish and maintain a 
public library...tax not to exceed one mill on the dollar...
Sec.5040 Before the city council shall pass any ordinance estab­
lishing a public library the question must be submitted to a 
city election.
NEBRASKA
Law of 1877.
NEBRASKA.
AN ACT to authorize incorporated towns and cities to establish and maintain free public libraries
and reading rooms.
* Be i t  enacted by the leg isla tu re  o f  the S ta te  o f  N eb ra sk a  :
Section 1. The city or town council of each incorporated city or town shall have 
power to establish and maintain a public library and reading room for use of the 
inhabitants of such city or town, and may levy a tax of not more than one mill on 
the dollar annually, to be levied and collected in like maimer as other taxes of said 
city or town, and to be known as the library fund.
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NEVADA
Laws,1897,chap.26.
Sec.l Authority for establishing a public library . A petition 
signed by the majority f the tax payers of any city,town,school 
district presented to the board of county co&missioners.
NET/ HAMPSHIRE
Laws,1895,chap.118.
Sec.l The selectmen in each town shall assess annually ,upon 
the polls and ratable estate taxable therein,a sum to be com­
puted at the rate of §30 for every $1.00 of the public taxes 
apportioned to such town ,and so for a greater or less sum.
NEW JERSEY
General statutes,1895.
Sec.32 Any city may establish a public library .
Sec.33 The question of establishing a public library must be 
put to vote at a city election.
Town or township libraries.
Sec.65 Any town,township or municipality is authorized to es­
tablish a free public library.
Sec.66 The question must obtain the majority of the legal votes 
in an election.
NEW YORK
Laws of 1897,chap.378,as amended.
§ 36 Establishment. By majority vote at 
any election, any city, village, town, school 
district, or other body authorized to levy and 
collect taxes, or by vote of its common 
council, or by action of a board of estimate 
and apportionment or other proper author­
ity, any city, or by vote of its trustees, any 
village, may establish and maintain a free 
public library, with or without branches, 
either by itself or in connection with any 
other body authorized to maintain such 
library. Whenever 25 taxpayers shall so 
petition, the question of providing library 
facilities shall be voted on at the next elec­
tion or meeting at which taxes may be 
voted, provided that due public notice shall 
have been given of the proposed action. 
{As amended by law s o f 1893, ch. 859, § 5 . )
§ 37 Subsidies. By similar vote money 
may be granted toward the support of 
libraries not owned by the public but main­
tained for its welfare and free u se; provided, 
that such libraries shall be subject to the
inspection of the regents and registered by 
them as maintaining a proper standard, that 
the regents shall certify what number of the 
books circulated are of such a character as 
to merit a grant of public money and that 
the amount granted yearly to libraries on 
the basis of circulation shall not exceed 10 
cents for each volume of the circulation thus 
certified by the regents.
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NORTH CAROLINA
Has no free public library law.
NORTH DAKOTA
Revised code,1895,article,10.
Sec.2467 The city council of each city not exceeding 5000 - in­
habitants ... shall have power to establish and maintain a public 
library and reading roorajand for such purpose may levy a tax 
not exceeding one mill on the dollar.
OHIO
Laws,1892.
LIBRARY LAWS.
An act providing for the creation of library boards for certain cities 
and villages and prescribing the duties of such boards.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Ohio, That the common council of every city 
not exceeding in population thirty thousand inhabitants, 
and of every incorporated village shall have power to es­
tablish and maintain a public library and reading room, 
and for such purpose may annually levy and cause to be 
collected, as other general taxes are, a tax not exceeding one 
mill on a dollar of the taxable property of such city or 
village, to constitute a library fund, which shall be kept 
by the treasurer separate and apart from other money of 
the city or village and be used exclusively for the pur­
chase of books, periodicals, necessary furniture and fixtures, 
and whatever is required for the proper maintenance of such 
library and reading room.
Public libraries 
and r e a d i n g  
rooms.
Library fund.
How expended.
Or e g o n
, 7  ,Salem, Oregon, ^l^L^L^ / , 1900.
/
JUs. 7- 7
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PENNSYLVANIAPepper & Lewis. Digest of l a w s , 1 8 0 5 -9 7 ,page 108.
Sec.16 The council of any city of the fiest class shall be em­
powered to make appropriations for aid in the establishment or 
maintenance of free libraries.
Bonsoughs.
Page 49,sec.35 The town council of the boroughs have authority 
to establish public libraries.
RHODE ISLAND
. General laws,1896,page 154.
Sec.5 Electors in any town or city may by majority of vote at 
annual meeting for the election of town officgrs,appropriate a 
sum not to exceed 25/ on each §100 of the ratable property.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Hannie Montgomery, 
State librarian.
J[M. Price,
office of l i b r a r i a n
State of South Carolina.
Columbia, i iar. 12, 1900. 190
Champaign, 111.
■ Iladam:
In reply to your favor of the 27th ult. , "beg to 
fete laws relating to free public libraries. Regretting I
say,we have 
am unable
is sis t you in the matter, I am,
SOUTH DAKOTA
St a t e  o f  So u t h  D a k o t a
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E .
LAI A M  II. l i O D D L E ,
Se c r e t  a r y  o f  St a t e . 
[LIP L A W R E N C E ,
A s s is t a n t  S e c r e t a r y .
Mrs.Anna M.Fries,
512 s.Qraen St,, Champaign, 111.,
Deer Madam :~
Replying tc yours of the 27th.ultimo would say that 
the law delating to free 'public libraries of south Dakota is in
brief as follows ;
inhabitants>and each Village and tcwhship containing over 600 in­
habitant a, aJiall have power to establish and maintain a public libra- 
ry and reading roar,, and for «ueh purpose may annually levy and 
oausn tc be collected as other taxes are collected,a tax not ex­
ceeding one mill on each dollar of the taxable property of such 
said city,village cr township,to constitute a library fund. That 
no library shall be so established without first suimuAting it to 
a vote and approved by a majority of the electors of such city, 
village or township,etc.
cost about $2.50,and we will not make it until we hear from you
again. If you desire the copy in
* That the common council 6f any city not exceeding 50,000
Thi3 is the law in brief. A copy of the seme would
Years ve
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TENNESSEE
MISS J E N N I E  E. L A U D E R D A L E ,
l/BRAB/AB.
(lexitw^ee Mihr&Tx$,
N A S  M V  I L L E _
t/hsT-l-A. . '
______ 3 / 1 . 3. ^
3 U s , 33c
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TEXAS
Revised statutes,1895,chap.4.
Sec.433 Any incorporated city or town in this state is author­
ized to establish a free library in such town,and to adopt rules 
and regulations,and to appropriate such part of the revenues of 
such citv or town for t->ie management and increase of such free library as the municipal government of such city may determine.
UTAH
Laws,1896,chap.54.
AN ACT to authorize cities and towns to establish and maintain free public libraries and reading
rooms.
B e  i t  enacted  by the leg is la tu re  o f  the S ia ie  o f  U tah:
Sec tio n  1 . Tliat the city council of each city of the first and second class shall 
have power to establish ana maintain a public library and reading room for the use 
.and benefit of the inhabitants of such city, and may levy a tax of not to exceed one- 
third of one mill on the dollar, annually, on all the taxable property in the city, such 
tax to be levied and collected in like manner with other general taxes of said city, 
and to be known as the library fund: P ro v id ed , That no such tax shall be levied in 
the first instance in any city of the first class until a petition, signed by at least one 
thousand qualified voters and property taxpayers, shall have been filed with the city 
council of such city, nor in any city of the second class, until such a petition, signed 
by at least two hundred and fifty qualified voters and property taxpayers, residents 
of such city, shall have been so filed.
VERMONT
Statutes,1894,chap.48.
T own L ibraries.
Se c . 887. Towns may establish and maintain public libraries 
therein, with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants 
thereof.
Chapter 142.
CITIES AND VILLAGES.
Se c . 3138. Villages shall have the same power as towns, to 
establish and maintain public libraries for the use of the inhabitants 
therein.
Chapter 228.
COUNTY JAILS.
Se c . 5301. Jailers shall receive books given by Christian 
churches and benevolent individuals in their respective counties, for 
a library for persons confined in jail. The jailers shall enter the 
names of the donors in a book of record, with the titles of the 
books, which shall be opened to the inspection of all persons. The 
jailer shall be librarian and shall keep safely the books in the library 
and distribute them to persons confined in jail, and exchange 
the same from time to time. But he shall not deliver books to a 
person who in his opinion will destroy or misuse them.
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WASHINGTON
Ballinger. Annotated codes,1897,chap.12.
Sec.981 When 3 or more resident taxpayers shall present a peti­
tion to the mayor and cotrncil,together with their private agree­
ment to donate to the city within three months for the use of a 
library $1000 in books or money,the said council may appoint 
three reputable citizens of said city to act as directors of 
the public library,except where city charters otherwise provide 
for the organization and management of a public library.
WISCONSIN
Statutes,1898.
FREE LIBRARY LAW.
W is c o n s in  S ta tu te s  o f  1S98.
How E stablish ed .—Section 931, as amended by chapter 89 of 
the laws of 1899. The common council of every city of the second, 
third or fourth classes, and the board of trustees of every village, 
and the board of every town containing over one thousand in­
habitants may establish, equip and maintain a public library and 
reading room, or maintain and support any public library and 
reading room already established therein, and may annually levy 
and causa to be collected as other general taxes are collected, a 
tax upon the taxable property of such city, village or town to pro­
vide a library fund, which fund shall be kept by the treasurer 
separate from other money of the city, village or town to be used 
exclusively to maintain such library and reading room, provided, 
that in lieu of supporting and maintaining such a public library 
and reading room the common council of every city of the classes 
named, having a board of education, may, when deemed best tor 
the interests of the city, levy such tax and authorize the board ot 
education of such city to apply and expend the same in aid ot the 
maintenance of any secular or non-sectarian public library and 
reading room free to ail inhabitants of such city, already estab­
lished and maintained therein by any society, association or cor­
poration, and  the city treasurer shall pay on the order of such 
board of education to such society, association or corporation, 
tlie money so raised for such aid out of such library tax fund.
WYOMING
Revised statutes,1899,chap.5.
Cpunty libraries.
Sec.1019 When the county commissioners of any county have re; - 
ceived proper and sufficient guarantees,whether in the fora of 
conveyances or bonds of citizens,or assosciations or corporations 
that a suitable place will be permanently furnished for the pro­
tection and use of a public library,as a condition precedent to 
their own action under the provisions of this section,it shall 
be their duty to levy a tax of not less than l/8 of a mill nor 
more than 1/2 of a mill on the dollar... for the establishment 
and maintenance of a public library, to be located at the county 
seat of such county.
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SUPPORT.
CALIFORNIA
Laws,1880,chap.126.
Se c . 2. Tne municipal authorities of any incorporated city of this State are author­
ized and empowered by a resolution duly passed for that purpose to levy and collect as 
in other cases, annually, a tax not to exceed one mill on the dollar for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining in such city free public libraries and reading-rooms and 
purchasing such hooks, journals, and other publications, purchasing and leasing such 
real and personal property, and erecting such buildings as may be necessary therefor.
They shall also have power, by a resolution duly passed for such 
purpose, to grant, donate, or authorize the use of, either in whole or in part, any 
land, square, or real estate belo ngin g to such city or town, or dedicated to public use 
therein, for the purpose of erecting and maintaining a builcung to be used only lor 
a public library and reading room, as herein authorized.
COLORADO
Laws,1899,chap.152,
Sec.l ...and may levy a tax therefor of not to exceed on e mill 
on the dollar annually and in cities of over 100000 inhabitants 
after each library atid reading room shall have been duly estab­
lished they shall levy a tax of not less than l/4 mill and not 
to exceed one mill on the dollar annually upon all taxable pro­
perty. . .
CONNECTICUT
Public acts,/893,page 321.
Law. — The law relating to free public libraries passed in 
1893 and found on page 321 of the Public Acts is as follows;
Chapter C L X X V I I I
Section i . Any town, borough, or city may establish a public library, 
he use of which, under proper regulations, shall be free to its inhabitants. 
Any town, borough, or city may expend such sum of money as may be neces­
sary to provide and furnish suitable rooms or a suitable building for the library 
so established, or for a previously existing public library, the use of which is 
■f ree to its inhabitants.
Sec. 2 . Any town, borough, or city may annually expend such sum of 
money as shall be necessary for the proper maintenance and increase of a pub­
lic library within its limits whose use is free to its inhabitants. Any town 
shall have power at any meeting, duly called for the purpose, to fix by a proper 
by-law the amount which shall be annually expended for the public library 
therein. The treasurer of such town shall thereafter annually pay upon the 
order of the officer designated by the directors or trustees managing its public 
library the bills incurred for the maintenance and increase of said library, not 
exceeding in the aggregate the sum specified in said by-law. The town clerk 
may deposit in a public library within his town any hooks other than records 
placed by law or otherwise in his custodv.
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ILLINOIS
Hurd. Revised statutes,1895,chap.81.
Sec.l That the city council of each incorporated city ...shall 
have the power to establish and maintain a public library and 
reading room...and may levy a tax of not to exceed two mills on 
the dollar annually on all taxable property: Provided,that in 
cities of over 100,000 inhabitants,after the year 1896,such tax 
will not exceed one mill on the dollar...
Sec.13 (Erection of building,plans,cost) Whenever any board of 
directors of any public library...shall determine to erect a 
building to be used for their library,or to accumulate a fund 
for the erection of such a building,they may do so as follows; 
The directors shall cause a jblan for such a building to be pre­
pared,and an estimate to be made of its cost;they may determine 
the time or years over which they will spread the collection of 
the cost of such building,not exceeding 20 years,and shall make 
a record of their proceedings and transmit a copy thereof to the 
city couneil for its approval.
"if the council shall approve the action of the board the 
board shall divide the total cost of said building into as 
many parts as they shall determine to spread the cost of the 
collection thereof,and shall certify the amount of one of said 
parts to the city coixncil each and every year during the time or 
term over which they shallhave determined to spread the collec­
tion of the cost of said building.
The city council on receiving the said last mentioned cer­
tificate shall in its next annual appropriation bill include the 
amount so certified,and shall levy and collect a tax to pay the 
same ,with the other general taxes of the city: Provided,the 
aaid levy shall not exceed five mills on the dollar in any one 
year and shall no£ be levied oftener than for the number of 
years into which the library board shall have divided the cost 
of said building...
Villages,towns or townships.
Se c . 10. (Towns, villages, and townships— submission to popular vote.) When fifty 
legal voters of any incorporated town, village, or township shall present a petition to 
tT’e clerk of the town, village, or township (or trustee of schools in counties not under 
township organization), asking that an annual tax may be levied for the establish­
ment and maintenance of a free public library in such town or township, and shall 
specify in their petition a rato of taxation not to exceed two mills on the dollar, such 
clerk (or trustee of schools in counties not under township organization) shall in the 
next legal notice of the regular annual election in such town or township, give
notice that at such election every elector may vote “ For a ----- mill tax for a free
public library,” or “Against a ----- mill tax for a free public library,” specifying in
such notice the rate of taxation mentioned in said petition, and if the majority of 
all the votes cast in such town, village, or township shall be “ For the tax fora, free 
public library,” the tax specified in such notice shall be levied and collected in like 
manner with other general taxes of said town or township, and shall be knowm as 
the “ Library fund:” P r o v id e d , That such tax shall cease in case the legal voters of 
any such town, village, or township shall so determine by a majority of votes at any 
annual election held therein, and the corporate authorities of such towns or villages 
may exercise the some powders conferred upon the corporate authorities of cities 
mder this act.
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INDIANA
Thornton’s Statutes,1897,article 9.
Cities
[1881, page 47. Approved and in force March 7, 1881.]
listed in accordance with the terms of this act may acquire by purchase, or take and 
hold o-ift, grant, or devise, anv real estate necessary lor, or which may be donated 
or devised for, the benefit of such library, and all revenues arising therefrom, and 
the proceeds of the same, if sold, shall be devoted to the use ot said library.
(Real estate for libraries.) In any case in which the board of school trus­
tees of anv city of this State have purchased any real estate for the use of a public 
library ofsaid city, under sections 4524, 4525, and 4526 of the Revised Statutes of 
1881, and the revenue derived from taxation under said sections may have been or 
shall bo insufficient to pay for such real estate, then said trustees be and they are 
hereby authorized to pay for the same out of any money in the treasury of such 
school city belonging to the special school fund thereof __ _
(Bonds for library buildings.) In all cities in the State of Indiana where 
boards of school commissioners have been elected and are managing the school affairs 
of said city under an act of the general assembly of the State of Indiana, entitled 
“ An. act providing for a general system of common schools in all cities of thirty 
thousand or more inhabitants, and for the election of a board of school commission­
ers for such cities, and defining their duties and prescribing their powers, and pro­
viding for common school libraries within such cities,” approved. March 3, 1871, and 
the various acts of the general assembly amendatory thereof and supplemental 
thereto, such board of school commissioners be, and they are hereby, authorized and 
empowered to issue bonds in any sum not exceeding ono hundred thousand dollars 
for the purpose of erecting buildings for library and school offices to be used in con­
nection with the common schools of said city. Such bonds to bear interest not 
exceeding five per cent per annum, payable after eleven years from the date thereof 
and within twenty years from the date thereof as follows, to wit: One-tenth thereof 
to be paid eleven years from date, and one-tenth thereof to be paid each succeeding 
year until all are paid; the money obtained from the sale of sucli^bonds shall be dis­
bursed by said board of school commissioners in the erection ot a building for the 
library and school offices, to be used in connection with the common schools of said 
city. Such bonds shall be designated “ Library building bonds,” and may be issued 
in such denominations, and in such sums, from time to time, as the hoard of school 
commissioners may deem expedient; and each of said bonds shall upon its face des­
ignate the date of the maturity thereof: P ro v id ed , That at no time shall the amount 
of bonds so issued for such purpose by any such board exceed the sum of one hun­
dred thousand dollars; and that said board of school commissioners shall have no 
power to issue any renewal thereof, but the same shall be paid at maturity, as here­
inafter provided: A n d  p ro v id ed  fu r t h e r , That such bonds shall not be sold for less 
than their par value. ___  _ __ ^ ____ _
Q-u 4527£ (Payment of bonds.) If the board of school commissioners in any city shall
exercise the powers granted to it by this act, it shall provide for the x>ayment of said 
bonds as follows: At the time of the levying of the taxes for the year, which shall be 
collectible immediately before the maturity of the first maturing of said bonds, 
said board of school commissioners shall levy, in addition to the levy of taxes they 
may be authorized to make for other purposes, a tax upon all property subject to 
taxation by it, sufficient to pay the first maturing of such bonds, and apply the 
money raised thereby to the payment thereof; and each year thereafter said board 
of school commissioners shall levy such tax, and apply the proceeds thereof to the 
payment of the bonds successively maturing until all have been paid.
Note.—This act has a general repealing section.
[1885, page 160. Approved and in force April 8,1885.]
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Association libraries.
Sec.5145 The president and directors shall have power to levy 
a tax on the shareholders provided such tax do not exceed $1 on 
each share in any one year...a Majority or two thirds of the 
shareholders may increase such tax to any sum not exceeding §5 
on the share in any one year.They shall have power to appoint 
a treasurer and librarian.
Sec.5163 Any incorporated city ...by the vote of two thirds of 
the members of the common council thereof subscribe to the stock 
of any public library association organized within its limits 
and for payment of such shares of stock'.,, may annually levy 
and collect not more than two mills on the dollar.
County libraries.
Sec.5127 To establish and maintain a public library in each of
the several counties for the use of the inhabitants thereof
there shall be reserved 10^ 4 of the net proceeds of the sale of
all lots within the town where the county seat is located,sold
as the property of such county and 10^ > upon all donations made
to procure the location of such county seat...
•
Sec.5128 The board of county commissioners doing county busines 
May...appropriate a sum not less than $20 or more than §75 for 
the purchase of books ,maps and charts for such library.
County seats.
Laws,1899,chap.48.
Sec.l That wherever there is established in a city or town being 
the county seat of a county having a population according to 
the census of 1890 exceeding 19700 and less than 20,000 in which 
there is or may be established a public library containing for 
the use of the public more than 3000 volumes,the directors or 
trustees thereof propose in writing to the common councilof the 
city or board of trustees of the town to maintain such library 
for the free use of all the inhabitants of said tovm or city and 
to keep the same open to the public not less than one half of 
each day in the year it shall be the duty of such common coun­
cil to levy ,collect,and pay over to the directors or trustees 
of said library for its support and maintenance an annual tax of 
not less than 4/l0 of a mill nor more than one mill on the dol­
lar.
Sec.3 The board of county commissioners shall appropriate and 
pay to the trustees of said library annually for the care and 
maintenance o f said library a sum not less than $100.
Sec.5 That the trustees of said library shall loan the princi­
pal sum of the county libfrary fund upon the same terns and con­
ditions and under the same restrictions as school funds are 
loaned and at the rate of 7 jo ...The said trustees of the county 
library shall collect such interest as it may become due and 
pay over the same to the directors of said public library who 
shall expend it for the proper care and renewal of the books 
and property of the county library*_____ ___________
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IOWA
Annotated code,1897,chap.4.
■Sec.732 (Tax) The board of trustees shall ...determine and fix 
the amount or rate not exceeding one mill on the dollar in cit­
ies of the first class having a population of 25000 or over and 
not exceeding two mills on the dollar in cities of the second 
class...and in cities of the first class *..also the amount or 
rate not exceeding 3 mills on the dollar ...for the purchase of 
real estate and the erection of a building or buildings... or 
for the purpose of payment of interest on any indebtedness in­
curred for that purpose and for the creation of a sinking fund 
for the extinguishment of such indebtedness...
Cities under special charters.
Chapter 14.
Sec.973 Library tax. Rate not to exceed one half mill on the 
dollar. 1898/Section was amended to read one rill on the dol­
lar.
KANSAS General statutes,1897,chap.39.
City libraries.
Sec.28 ...the mayor and city council shall annually levy a tax 
of not to exceed one mill on the dollar in cities of the first 
and second class and not to exceed one and a half mill in cities 
of the tlrird class.
Township libraries.
Sec.53 ...the township board shall annually levy a tax not to 
exceed 3 mills on the dollar.
Sec.54 Before the county commissioners shall call said election 
there must have been donated to the township petitioning the 
election , not less than $2000 in money or its equivalent_in 
property the title to which shall be vested in the township for 
use and benefit of said library fund.
MAINE
Chapter 242— Public Laws, 1893.
An Act to amend chapter fifty-five of the Revised Statutes, relating to Free
Public Libraries.
Section 1. Section nine of chapter fifty-five of the Revised Statutes 
is amended by striking out all of said section and inserting the following :
‘Sect. 9. Any town may establish a free public library therein, tor the 
use of its inhabitants, and provide suitable rooms therefor, under such reg­
ulation for its government as the inhabitants from time to time prescribe; 
and may appropriate, for the foundation and commencement of such library, 
a sum not exceeding two dollars, and for its maintenance and increase 
annually, a sum not exceeding one dollar, for each of its ratable polls in the 
year next preceding.’
Section 2, Chapter 242—Public Laws, 1893, as Amended by Chapters 45 and 110,
Public Laws, 1895.
‘Sect. 2. The municipal officers in any town or city where a free public 
library is established, shall annually, on the first day of May, certify to the 
governor and council the amount of money appropriated and expended by 
said town or city during the preceding year, for the purchase of books and 
documents for the use and benefit of such free public library, and for the 
payment of the running expenses thereof; and the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, shall draw a warrant on the State treasurer for 
the purchase of books for the use of such library, for a sum equal to ten per 
cent of the amount expended by said town, as certified by its municipal 
officers.’ _____________
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MAINE cont’d
Section 3, Chapter 242— Public Laws, 1893, as Amended by Chapter 111, Public
Laws, 1895.
‘Sect. 3. Any town or city in which there is a library owned or con­
trolled by a corporation or association, may appropriate a sum not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, and in cities or towns having more than ten thousand 
inhabitants, a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars yearly, to procure from 
such library the free use of its books for all the inhabitants of the town or 
city, under such restrictiops and regulations as shall insure the safety and 
good usage of the books, and such library may then be considered a free 
public library, and said town or city shall be entitled to the benefits of the 
preceding section, provided, that any books and documents purchased with 
said State stipend, and all books and documents donated by the State, shall be 
and remain the property of said municipality.’
MARYLAND
Laws, 1898, chap ♦ 515 •
Sec.l That the governing board of any municipality... shall have 
the power to establish and maintain a public library and reading 
room...and may levy an annual tax not exceeding 5/ on each $100 
of an assessed valuation of taxable property*
Sec.2 Whenever the governing board of any municipality shall 
vote to establish a public library they shall notify the proper 
officers that public notice may be given that at the next muni­
cipal election a vote will be taken as to the ratification of 
such decision.
MASSACHUSETTS
Public statutes,1882.
APPROPRIATION OF MONEY FOR LIBRARIES. .
Section 10 of chapter 227 of the public statutes provides that the towns may at 
legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge necessary for maintaining
& 1 •- X„  l • + c nro nllrtWAfl frAA n.AAARR TOT tllO DlirDOS©
THE DOG TAX.
Section 107 of chapter 102 of the public statutes provides that the money received 
for dog licenses and refunded to the towns shall bo expended lor the support oi 
public libraries or schools.
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MICHIGAN
Compiled laws,1897,chap.92.
Sec.3449 The city council of each incorporated city shall have 
power to establish and maintain a public library and reading 
room,and may levy a tax of not to exceed one mill on the dollar.
MINNESOTA
General statutes,1894,chap.6.
Sec.1425 The city council of any incorporated city or village... 
shall have power to establish and maintain a public library and 
reading room...and may levy a tax of not to exceed one mill on 
the dollar...and in cities of over 30000...not to exceed one 
half mill...
MISSOURI
Revised statutes,1889,chap.31.
City.
Sec.1779 One hundred voters of an incorporated city may peti­
tion for the establishment of a free public library...tax not 
to exceed one mill on the dollarjin cities of over 100000 not to 
exceedl/5 mill on the dollar.,.must be put to vote at city elec­
tion.
Villages
Sec.1788 Fifty voters ...may petition for the establishment 
of a free public library...the tax not to exceed two mills on 
the dollar...
Laws,1897,page 50.
Sec.l One hundred tax paying voters of an incorporated town may 
petition for a tax not to exceed one and l/2mills not to be 
levied for more than 5 years,for a public library building... 
Must be carried by city election.
MONTANA
Annotated codes,1895,part 4.
Sec.5039 The city council has power to establish and maintain a 
public library...the tax not to exceed one mill on the dollar..
81
NEBRASKA
Laws,187^
NEBRASKA.
AN ACT to authorize incorporated towns and citios to establish and maintain free public libraries
and reading rooms.
B e  it  enacted by the leg isla tu re  o f  the S ta te  o f  N eb ra ska  : ,
Sec tio n  1. The city or town council of each incorporated city or town shall have 
power to establish and maintain a public library and reading room for use of the 
inhabitants of such city or town, and may levy a tax of not more than one mill on 
the dollar annually, to be levied and collected in like maimer as other taxes ol said 
city or town, and to be known as the library fund. ,,
Se c . 4. Any tax levied or collected or funds donated thereto shall be kept for the 
use of such library separate and apart from other funds of said city or town and 
anall be drawn upon by the proper officers upon the authenticated vouchers ot the 
library board and shall not be used or disturbed for any other purpose.
NEVADA
La?fs,1897,chap.26.
Sec.l The board of county commissioners shall levy a. tax upon 
all taxable property of said city,town or school district of 
not less than 10/ or more than 50/ on each $100 valuation,for 
the purpose of creating a library fund*
NEW HAMPSHIRE
[Session L aws op N ew  H am pshire, 1895, Ch apter  118.J
AN ACT IN  AMENDMENT OP CHAPTER 8, SECTIONS 21-26, OF THE 
PUBLIC STATUTES, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND  
MAINTENANCE OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives in gen­
eral court convened:
Section 1 . fThe selectmen in each town shall assess an­
nually, upon the polls and ratable estate taxable therein, a sum 
to he computed at the rate of thirty dollars for every dollar 
of the public taxes apportioned to such town, and so for a 
greater or less sum.
\ J  -j- The annual assessm ent reqnired by the provisions of section 1 equals a 
tax of about 15 cents on a valuation of one thousand dollars.
S e c t . 2. The town may raise a sum exceeding the amount 
aforesaid, which shall he assessed in the same manner.
S e c t . 3. The sum so assessed shall be appropriated to the 
sole purpose of establishing and maintaining a free public 
library within such town. In towns where no town library 
exists, the money so raised shall be held by the library trus­
tees and alloAved to accumulate until such time as the town 
may vote to establish a library. Every public library estab­
lished by a town shall remain forever free to the use of every 
inhabitant of the town where the same exists, subject to such 
general rules as the library trustees may prescribe. The word 
library may be construed to include reference and circulating 
libraries, reading-rooms, and museums.
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HEW JERSEY
General statutes,1895.
City
Sec.34 (TAX) The city council may levy a tax of one third of a 
mill.
Sec.64 The council of any city may appropriate from any money 
in the treasury a sum not to exceed §1000 to establish or aid 
public libraries and free reading rooms.
Town or township libraries.
Sec.67 If the act is adopted the legislative body may levy a tax 
of one third of a mill on every dollar of taxable property.
HEW YORK
Laws,1897,chap.378,as amended.
§ 38 Taxes. Taxes, in addition to those 
otherwise authorized, may be voted by any 
authority named in § 36 and for any purpose 
specified in sections 36 and 3 7, and shall, unless 
otherwise directed by such * vote, be con­
sidered as annual appropriations therefor 
till changed by further vote, and shall be 
levied and collected yearly, or as directed, as 
are other general taxes; and all money re­
ceived from taxes or other sources for 
such library shall be kept as a separate 
library fund and expended only under direc­
tion of the library trustees on properly 
authenticated vouchers.
HORTH DAKOTA
Revised code,1895,article 10.
Sec.2467 The city council of each city not exceeding 50000 in­
habitants. .. shall have power to establish a public library and 
reading room;and for such purposes may levy a tax not exceeding 
one mill on the dollar.
Sec.2473 To aid and facilitate the organization of a library 
in any village ,city or township, where city gives §400 ,or vil­
lage or township gives §150 it shall be the duty to appropriate 
§200 from the general fund of such city for such library»..and 
and the board of trustees of village or board of supervisors of 
township are authorized to appropriate §100 from the general 
fund for such library.
Laws,1892
LIB R A R Y  LA W S.
An act providing for the creation of library boards for certain cities 
and villages and prescribing the duties of such boards.
Public libraries 
and r e a d i n g  
rooms.
Library fund.
IIow expended.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the G eneral Assembly of 
the S tate of Ohio, T h a t the common council of every city 
not exceeding in population th irty  thousand inhabitants, 
and of every incorporated village shall have power to es­
tablish  and m aintain a public library and reading room, 
and for such purpose may annually  levy and cause to be 
collected, as o ther general taxes are, a tax  not exceeding one 
mill on a dollar of the taxable  property of such city or 
village, to constitute a library fund, w hich shall be kept 
by the treasurer separate and apart from other money of 
the city or village and be used exclusively for the pur­
chase of books, periodicals, necessary furn iture  and fixtures, 
and w hatever is required for the proper m aintenance of such 
library and reading room.
Section 7. In  case a free public library has been estab- public
lished in any city or incorporated village and duly incorpo- l i b r a r y  estab- 
rated and organized, the council may levy atax  for its support ciations." 
as provided in th is act w ithout change in the organization of 
such library associations, and the sum s so raised shall be paid 
to the officer duly authorized to receive the same, and 
shall be under the control of the said library association; ^ntroi of pro" 
provided, th a t if at any tim e such library association ceases when^property 
to exist or from any reason fails to provide a free circulat- trol^of council, 
ing library as required by the provisions of th is act, the 
books and other property accum ulated from the  proceeds of 
the  levy herein authorized shall become the property of the 
city or village and be subject to the control of the counci 
as herein provided.
PETOISYLVAITIA
Pepper & Lewis. Digest ofi laws,1895-97,page 105.
City
Sec.17 The council of any city may levy a tax not to exceed two 
mills on the dallar.
Bo roughs
Sec.36 The town councils of the boroughs shall have the power 
to levy a tax not to exceed two mills on the dollar.
Dog tax
Pepper & Lewis. Digest of laws,1700-1894,page 4575.
Sec.311 All taxes on dogs levied and collected under existing 
laws for borough purposes within the Commonwealth may be appro­
priated for the support and maintenance of the public libraries
84
RHODE ISLAND
General laws,1896,page 154.
Sec.5 The electors in any town or city may by a majority of 
votes at an annual meeting for the election of town officers, 
appropriate a sum not to exceed 25/ on each #100 of the ratable 
property,for a public library.
Sec.6-7 Any town having established a public library nmy appro­
priate a sum not to exceed 50/ on each #1000 for maintenance 
of said library.
Page 175
Sec.4 Each city or town acting under this charter shall annually 
appropriate for the support of the public library an amount at 
least- as much as that which the library shall receive from the 
state.all appropriations from city or town and state and income 
of all funds belonging to the library shall be subject to the 
exclusive control of the trustees.
TEXAS
Revised statutes,1895,chap.4.
Sec.433 Any incorporated city or town in this state is author­
ized to establish a free library in such city or town...and to 
appropriate such part of the revenues of such city or town for 
the management and increase of such free library as the munici­
pal government of such city may determine.
UTAH
Laws,1896,chap.54.
Sec.l That the city council of each city of the first and sec­
ond class shall have power to establish and maintain a public 
library and reading room for the use and benefit of the inhabi­
tants of such city and may levy a tax of not to exceed one 
third of one mill on the dollar,annually,on all taxable proper­
ty in the city,such tax to be levied and collected in like man­
ner with other general taxes of said city,and to be known as 
the library fund:Provided,That no such tax shall be levied in 
the first instance in any city of the first class until a peti­
tion signed by at least 1000 qualified voters and property tax 
payers shall have been filed with the city council of such city 
nor in any city of the second class,until such petition signed 
by at least 250 qualified voters and property tax payers,resi­
dents of such city,shall have been so filed.
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UTAH cont'd.
5Se c . 10. When fifty legal voters of any city of the third class or any town shall 
present a petition to the recorder or clerk of such city or town asking that an annual 
tax he levied for the establishment and maintenance of a free public library in such 
city or town, and shall specify in their petition a rate of taxation not to exceed one 
mill on the dollar, such recorder or clerk shall, in the next legal notice oi ia regular 
biennial election in such city or town, give notice that at such election every 
elector who shall have paid a property tax therein in the year next preceding such 
election may vote “ For a mill tax for a free public library, Yes— No, specifying 
in such notice the rate of taxation mentioned in said petition; and if the majority 
of all the votes cast in such city or town shall be “ for the tax for the tree public 
library,;; the tax specified in such notice shall be levied and collected in like man­
ner with other genei al taxes of said city or town, and shall be known as the library 
f u n d P ro v id ed , That such tax shall cease in case the legal voters of any such city 
or town shall so determine by a majority vote at any biennial election held therein; 
and the corporate authorities of such cities of the third class and towns may exer- 
cise the same powers conferred upon corporate authorities ol cities of the first and 
second class under this act. , .. . * na
Se c . 12. When the question of a tax for a library lund shall be submitted as pro­
vided in section 10 of this act, ballots shall be prepared containing only the words,
*<For a ----- mill tax for a free public library, Yes— No, and the names of the voters
chosen for directors of such free public library; and a special ballot ^ox shall be 
provided for the reception of such ballots. [Approved March 18,1896. Laws of 
Utah, 1896, Chapter LIV.]
VERMONT
Statutes,1894,chap.48
S e c . 8 8 8 . Tow ns, cities and incorporated villages m ay appro­
priate for suitable buildings or rooms, and for the foundation of such 
library, a sum not exceeding three dollars for each of the ratable  
polls in such tow n, city, or incorporated village in the preceding 
year; and m ay also appropriate annually for the maintenance, care 
and increase thereof, such sum of money as said tow n, city, or 
incorporated village m ay vote a t its annual m eeting; and m ay  
receive, hold and m anage any devise, bequest or gift for a public 
library.
Se c . 892. M oneys raised for a library shall be paid out b y an 
agent to  be appointed b y the selectmen, except in tow ns electing 
library trustees.
WASHINGTON
Ballinger.Annotated codes,1897,chap.12.
Sec.981 When 3 or more resident tax payers shall present a pe­
tition to the mayor and council , together with their private 
agreement to donate to the city within 3 months for the use of 
the library $1000 in books or money , the said council may ap­
point 3 reputable citizens of said city to act as directors of 
the public library , except where city charters otherwise pro­
vide for the organization and management of a public library.
Sec.984 The council may levy a tax not to exceed one half mill 
on the dollar.
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Chap.4,sec.739 Cities may provide for the establishment and 
maintenance of a public library and to appropriate annually 
such %  of all moneys collected for fines,penalties,and licences 
as shall be prescribed by its charter for the support of a city 
library.
Wisconsin
Statutes,1898.
W is c o n s in  S ta tu te s  o f  1S98.
How E stablish ed.—Section 931, as amended by chapter 89 of 
the laws of 1899. The common council of every city of the second, 
third or fourth classes, and the board of trustees of every village, 
and the board of every town containing over one thousand in- ^  
habitants may establish, equip and maintain a publiclibrary and 
reading room, or maintain and support any public library and 
reading room already established therein, and may annually levy 
and caus^ to be collected as other general taxes are collected, a 
tax upon the taxable property of such city, village or town to pro­
vide a library fund, which fund shall be kept by the treasurer 
separate from other money of the city, village or town to be used 
exclusively to maintain such library and reading room, provided, 
that in lieu of supporting and maintaining such a public library 
and reading room the common council of every city of the classes 
named, having a board of education, may, when deemed best for 
the interests of the city, levy such tax and authorize the board of 
education of such city to apply and expend the same in aid of the 
maintenance of any secular or non-sectarian public library and 
reading room free to all inhabitants of such city, already estab­
lished and maintained therein by any society, association or cor­
poration, and the city treasurer shall pay on the order of such 
board of education to such society, association or corporation, 
the money so raised for such aid out of such library tax fund.
WYOMING Revised statutes,1899,chap.5.
COUNTY LIBRARIES.
Se c tio n  68f.' When the county commissioners of any county hayo received proper 
and sufficient guarantees, whether in the form of conveyances or bonds of citizens, 
or associations or corporations, that a suitable place will be permanently furnishe 
for the protection and use of a public library, as a condition precedent to their own 
action under the provisions of this section, it shall be their duty to levy annually a 
tax of not less than one-eighth of a mill nor more than one-half of a mill on the dol­
lar on all taxable property in tho county, for the establishment and maintenance ot 
a public library, to be located at the county seat of such county.
Sf c  The tax authorized by the preceding section shall be levied and collected
at tho same time and in the same manner as other county taxes of such county are 
levied and collected, and tho whole amount so collected shall be set apart and shall 
bo designated the county library fund: P ro vid ed , That nothing herein contained shall 
bo construed into authorizing any additional levy to that now authorized by law.
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MANAGEMENT.
CALIFOENIA
Laws, 1880, chap .126.
Se c . 5. In a city of less than one hundred thousand population favo t i r ^ - f r o  
he elected at the same time and in the same manner as the other to w n  oacers are 
elected. They shall hold office tho same length of time to cany into elicit the pro
nsions of this act than one hundred thousand population the mayor or chief
executive officer, during his continuance in office, and eleven citizens thereof, to be 
appointed hy th  ^ governor of this State, shall constitute the first hoard of trustees 
of^any library or reading room established or acquired in such city uudei this a .
Se c . 7. The office of trustee shall be honorary, without salary or other compensa­
tion, and shall continue during good behavior; but for good cause a trustee may be 
removed from office by proceedings in the supremo court in behalf of the proper city 
in manner provided for the removal from office of other city officers.
Se c . 8 . The trustees of any library or reading room established or acquired by 
authority of this act shall take charge of the same and of all real and personal 
property thereunto belonging, or that may he acquired by loan, purchase, gift, devise, 
or otherwise. They shall meet for business purposes on the first Tuesday of each 
month, and at such other times as they may appoint, at a place to be provided for 
the purpose, and a majority of all their number shall constitute a quorum for busi­
ness. They may appoint one of their number to act as president of tho board, and 
may elect a librarian. They shall also elect a secretary, who shall keep a full state­
ment and account of all property, mouey, receipts, and expenditures, and a record and 
full minutes in writing of all their proceedings. The secretary may certify to such 
proceedings or any part or portion thereof, under his hand, verified by an official seal 
adopted and provided by the trustees for that purpose.
Se c . 9. Such trustees by a majority vote o f  all their members, to be recorded in the 
minutes with the ayes and noes at length, shall have power:
1. To make and enforce all rules, regulations, and by-laws necessary for the admin­
istration, government, and protection of such library and reading room, and all 
property belonging thereto, or that may be loaned, devised, bequeathed, or donated 
to the same.
2. To exercise and administer any trust declared or created for such library or 
reading room, and to provide memorial tablets and niches to perpetuate the memories 
of those persons who may make valuable donations thereto.
3. To remove any trustee who may neglect to attend the meetings of tho board of 
trustees, or who may absent himself from such meetings, or without the consent 
of the board, from tho State for three consecutive months; and to fill all vacancies 
that may from any cause occur in tho board.
4. To define tho powers and describe the duties of any and all officers, determine 
the number and. elect all necessary subordinate officers and assistants, and at their 
pleasure remove any officer or assistant.
5. To purchase necessary books, journals, publications, and other personal 
property.6. To order the drawing and payment, upon properly authenticated vouchers, 
duly certified by tlie president and secretary, of money from out of the library fund 
for any liability or expenditure herein authorized; and generally to do all that may 
be necessary to fully carry into effect the provisions of this act.
7. To fix the salaries of the librarian, secretary, and other subordinate officers and 
assistants, and by and with the consent and approval of the legislative or other 
proper authority of tho proper city, expressed by resolution duly passed, to purchase 
said real estate, erect and equip such buildings as may bo necessary for such library 
and reading room.
Se c . 10. The orders and demands of tho trustees of any such library or reading 
room of any city, when duly made and authenticated as above provided, shall he 
verified and audited by the auditing officer, and paid by the treasurer of such city 
out of the library fund properly belonging thereto, of whjch full entry and record 
shall bo kept as in other cases.
S e c . 11. The trustees of such library or reading room on or before tho first Monday 
of July of each year shall make an annual report to the municipal authorities of 
their city, giving the condition of their trust, with full statements of all property 
and money received, whence derived, how used and expended; tho number of books, 
journals, and other publications on hand, the number added by purchase, gift, or 
otherwise duriug each year, tho number lost or missing, the number and character 
of those loaned, and such other statistics, information, and suggestions as may bo 
of general interest. A financial report showing all receipts and disbursements of 
money shall also be mado by the secretary of the board of trustees, duly verified by 
his oath.
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COLORADO
Laws,1899,chap.152.
Sec.2 When any council or hoard of trustees shall have decided 
to establish and maintain a public library and reading roomun- 
der this act ,the mayor of such city shall with the approval 
of the city council or board of trustees proceed to appoint six 
persons from the citizens at large...who with the mayor (who 
shall be president)shall constitute a board of directors for the 
same,and not more than one member of the city council shall be 
at any time a member of said board.
Sec.3 Said directors so appointed by the mayor shall hold office 
one half for one year and one half for two years from the first 
of July following their appointment,and at their first regular 
meeting they shall cast lots for their respective terns...
Sec.5 Such board of directors shall constitute a body corporate 
by the name and style of the " board of directors of the public 
library of the City of— "
Their duties shall be
1 To elect such officers as they shall deem necessary.
2 To esta blish such by laws and regulations for their own 
guidance and the government and management of the library and 
reading room as may be deemed expedient and not inconsistent 
with the laws of this state.
3 To exercise exclusive control of the employment and dis­
charge of the librarian,assistants and employees,expenditure? of 
all money received for the library fund,the construction of li­
brary buildings,the supervision and care and custody of the 
grounds and buildings provided and the management ,care and dis­
position of any and all real and personal property.
4 To lease or purchase all necessary grounds and buildings 
and to construct all necessary buildings and other appliances.
5 To contract an indebtedness by borrowing money or issuing 
bonds to secure funds wherewith to purchase all necessary 
grounds and erect all necessary buildings for libtary purposes 
and to secure the payment of the same by a mortgage on real es­
tate belonging to said board but no lien shall at any time be 
placed upon the personal property belonging to said board.
Sec.9 The board of directors shall annually before the third 
Monday in March make a report to the city council of the condi­
tion of their trust on the first day of March,which report shall 
show for the preceeding 12 months...
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CONNECTICUT
Laws,1893,chap.178.
Sec. 4. In the absence of any other lawful provision for the management of a 
public library in any town or borough, the said town or borough shall elect a board 
of directors who shall manage said public library. Said board may, from time to 
time, make by-laws not inconsistent with the laws of this State for its own government 
and may adopt rules controlling the use of the library and the administration of its 
affairs. Said board shall have tho exclusive right to expend, according to its best 
judgment, all money appropriated by the town or borough for the library, and shall 
havo control of the grounds, buildings, and rooms used for tho purposes of the 
library.
Sec. 5. The first election of directors may take place at any meeting of the town 
or borough called for that purpose. It shall first be determined by a by-law of the 
town to be adopted at this meeting wrhat the number of directors" constituting said 
board shall be, such number to be in all cases one divisible by three. One-third 
of this number shall then bo elected to hold office until the next annual meeting, 
one-third until the second annual meeting, and the remaining one-third until the 
third annual meeting thereafter. At each annual meeting of said town or borough, 
one-third of the directors shall be elected by ballot to hold office for three years.
Sec. 6. No director of a public library elected as above provided shall receive 
compensation for any services rendered as director.
ILLINOIS
Hurd.Revised statutes,1895,chap.81.
Sec.2 V/hen the city council shall have decided to establish and 
maintain a public library and reading room,under this act the 
mayor of such city shall ,with the approval of the city council 
proceed to appoint a board of 9 directors for the same,chosen 
from the citizens at large with reference to their fitness for 
such office;and not more than one member of the city council 
shall be at any one time a member of said board.
Sec.3 Said directors shall hold one third for one year,one third 
for two years,and one third for three years,from the first of 
July following their appointment,and at their first regular 
meeting shall cast lots for their respective terms;and annually 
thereafter the mayor shall ,before the first of July of each 
year,appoint as before three directors,to take the place of the 
retiring directors who shall hold office for three years...
Sec.5 Said directors shall,immediately after their appointment 
meet and organize by the election of one of their number presi­
dent,and by the election of such other officers as they may deem 
necessary.*They shall make and adopt by-laws,rules and regula­
tions for their own guidance and for the government of the li­
brary and readind- room as may be expedient,not inconsistent 
with this act. They shall have exclusive control of all the ex­
penditure of all moneys collected to the credit of the library 
fund,and to the construction of any library building,and to the 
supervision ,care and custody of the grounds,rooms or buildings 
constructed,leased,or set apart for that purpose ...Said board 
shall have power to purchase or lease grounds to occupy ,lease 
or erect appropriate building or buildings for the use of said 
library;shall have power to appoint a suitable librarian and 
necessary assistants and fix their compensation,and shall also 
have power to remove such appointees;and shall in a general way 
carry out the spirit and intent of this act,in establishing and 
maintaining a public library and reading rooim.
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Sec.7 The said board of directors shall make ,on or before the 
second Monday in June,an annual report to the city council , 
stating the condition of their trust on the first day of June of 
that year...
Villages,towns or townships.
Sec.11 At the next regular election after any town,villa-ge or 
township shall have voted to establish a free public library, 
there shall be elected a library board of 6 directors,one third 
for One year,one third for two years,one third for three years, 
and annually thereafter there shall be elected two directors, 
who shall hold office for three years...which board shall have 
the same powers as are by this act conferred upon the board of 
free public libraries in cities.
INDIANA
Thornton.Statutes,1897,chap.35.
Sec.5137-8 If two thirds of the subscribers are present they 
may proceed to choose...by ballot 7 directors... the directors 
shall appoint one of their number president.
Sec.5143 Directors to be elected annually.
Sec.5144 Such library or libraries shall be governed and regu­
lated by such by laws as may from time to time be made by the 
president and directors of the same not inconsistent with the 
constiyution and laws of this state.
County libraries.
Sec.5129 Trustees) Clerk,auditor and recorder shall have charge 
of such library and are hereby constituted trustees for that 
purpose. They shall elect one of their number treasurer and a 
suitable person librarian.
Sec.5131 Trustees shall establish by laws and rules for regula­
tions of such library.
Township libraries.
_ [1865, page 3. Approved and in force March 6, 1865.]
45£9. (Township trustee in charge.) Such library shall he in charge of the town 
ship trustee, shall he deemed the property of the township, and shall not he subject 
to sale or alienation from any cause whatever.
& 4&B6-. (Trustee’s duties.) Such trustee shall he accountable for the preservation of
said library; may prescribe the time of taking and the period of retaining hooks; 
assess and recover damage done to them by any person; and adopt regulations neces­
sary for their preservation and usefulness. He shall provide bookcases; also, blank 
books, ruled, in which to keep an account of books taken out and returned; and
report the number each year to the county superintendent. At the commencement
of each school term, at each schoolliouse in the township, he shall cause a notice to 
be posted up, stating where the library is kept, and inviting the free use of the 
books thereof by the persons of the township.
(Use of books.) Every family in the township shall be entitled to the use 
C v  4 1  of two volumes at a time from said library, whether any member of such family shall 
attend school or not.
4582. (Where kept.) The trustee may deposit the library at some central or eligi- 
 ^ . *4 ^  ble place in the township, for the convenience of scholars and families, and may
* appoint for that purpose a librarian to have the care and superintendence thereof.
1 . (Pay of librarian.) When the township trustee employs a township librarian, 
he has authority to make a contract to pay him so much a year. The power to 
appoint a librarian gives the trustee the power to secure the acceptance of such 
appointment by paying a sufficient, but reasonable, compensation. There is no 
statute fixing a fee for such work, but the same is to be paid for out of the town­
ship’s general fund for ordinary township purposes. (Baldwin, attorney-general.)
458$: (When open.) The library shall be open to all persons entitled to its privi- 
, 0 leges throughout the year without regard to school sessions, Sundays and holidays
£  V “r W i _ -i
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IOWA
Annotated code,1897,chap.4.
Sec.728 In any city or 
established there shall 
ting of 9 members to be 
of the council... each o
town in which a free library has been 
be a board of library trustees consis- 
appointed by the mayor with the approval 
f whom shall hold office for six years...
. ^  Said board of library trustees shall have and exercise the following powers: To
~ organize by the election of one of their number as president of the board,
and by the election of a secretary and such other officers as the board may deem 
necessary; to have charge, control, and supervision of the public library, its appur­
tenances and fixtures and rooms containing the same, directing and controlling all 
the affairs of such library; to employ a librarian and such assistants and employees 
as may be necessary for the proper management of said library, and fix their com­
pensation, but prior to such employment the compensation of such librarian and 
assistants shall be fixed for the term of employment by a majority of the members of 
said board voting in favor thereof; to remove such librarian, assistants, or employees 
by a vote of two-thirds of such board for misdemeanor, incompetency, or inattention 
to the duties of such employment; to select and make purchases of books, pam­
phlets, magazines, periodicals, papers, maps, journals, furniture, fixtures, stationery, 
and supplies for such library; to make and adopt, amend, modify, or repeal by-laws, 
rules, and regulations not inconsistent with law, for the care, use, government, and 
management of such library and the business of said board, fixing and enforcing 
penalties for the violation thereof; to have exclusive control of the expenditures of all 
taxes levied under section 461 of the Code of Iowa and collected for, and all moneys 
belonging to the library fund; also to perform and exercise such other duties and 
powers as may be conferred by this act or by law. Said board shall keep a record 
of its proceedings.
n *  0  All moneys received or set apart for the maintenance of such library shall be depos- 
' ® ited in the treasury to the credit of the library fund, and shall be kept by the treas­
urer separate and apart from other moneys of such city or incorporated town and 
paid out upon the orders of the board of library trustees, signed by its president and 
secretary, and countersigned by the mayor.
The board of library trustees shall, before the first day of August in each year, 
*461 determine and fix the amount or rate to be appropriated for one year under section 
of the Code of Iow a for the maintenance of such library, and cause the same so fixed 
to be certified to the council, and the council shall make such appropriation and levy 
the necessary tax for such year to raise said sum and certify the percentage or rate, 
not exceeding one mill on the dollar, of such tax to the county auditor, with other 
taxes levied by the city or incorporated town for said year under section 495 of the 
Code of Iowa: P ro v id ed , That in cities of the first class the city council may and 
shall levy and certify such further sum of tax as it may deem expedient to create a 
sinking fund and pay interest under the provisions of chapter 18, acts o£ the twenty- 
second general assembly, and acts amendatory thereof.
Sec.731 Said board of trustees shall each 
cil a report for the year ending Dec.31 a 
dition of the library... together with such 
it may dean important.
year make 
statement
to the cou 
of the con- 
other information as
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KANSAS
General statutes,1897,chap,39.
City libraries
Sec.29 The mayor of said city shall with the approval of the 
city council proceed to appoint a board of 13 (12) directors 
for the same...the mayor of said city shall be ex officio one 
of said board pf directors (making board of 13.)...
Sec.32 They shall make and adopt such by laws ,rules and regula­
tions for their own guidance and for the government of the li- • 
brary and reading room as may be expedient...They shall have 
charge of the construction of any library building and super­
vision,care and custody of the grounds,rooms or buildings con­
structed,leased or set apart for that purpose.. .power to pur­
chase grounds.. .building or buildings.. .to purchase books,maga*- 
zines,papers...to appoint a suitable librarian and necessary 
assistants and fix their compensation,and to remove such appoin­
tees and in a general way to carry out the spirit and intent 
of this act...
Sec.33 They shall have exclusive control of the expenditure of 
all moneys collected to the credit of the library fund.
Sec.36 Board of directors shall on or before the 15th of Janu­
ary of each year make an annual report to thw mayor or city 
council stating the condition of their trust...
Township free libraries.
Sec.55 Township board...shall have exclusive control of the ex­
penditure of all money ...charge of construction of any library 
building...to purchase or lease grounds to occupy ,lease or 
erect buildings for use of library,to purchase books,magazines, 
papers...to appoint a librarian and necessary assistants and fix 
salaries...
MARYLAND
Laws,1898,chap.515.
Sec.3 The chief executive officer of such municipality shall 
appoint with the approval of the municipal governing board a 
board of directors for said library.
Sec.4 Said directors shall be known as the library board and 
ahall hold office ...for three years.
Sec.6 They shall make and adopt such by-laws ,rules and regula­
tions not inconsistent with this act for their own guidance and 
for the government of the library and reading room as may be 
expedient;they sha.ll have exclusive control of the expenditure 
of all moneys collected to the credit of the library fund and 
of the construction of any library building and of the supervi­
sion, care and custody of the grounds ,rooms or buildings con - 
structed,leased or set apart for tha purposejthey shall have
power to purchase or lea.se grounds,to occupy ,lease or erect an
v*r\ -n v»*i o  1 ri i  n o *  n  Ihn 1 •n rr q  f*rv r» f V i D  n c n  n f  c n  i  H 1 i  "h r»ct •
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appoint a suitable librarian and necessary assistants;they shall 
have power to fix the compensations of such appointees and to 
remove them if unsatisfactory and shall in general carry out 
the spirit and intent of this act in establishing an d maintains? 
ing a public library and reading room.
Sec.9 Said library board shall make an annual report to the 
municipality on or before the 20th day of January stating the 
condition of their trust.
MASSACHUSETTS
1888.
AX ACT concerning the election and the powers and duties of trustees of free public libraries or of 
free public libraries and reading rooms, in towns.
[Acts of 1888, chapter 304.]
B e i t  enacted , e tc ., a s  fo llo w s :
Se c tio n  1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the support of a 
free public library, or free public library and reading room that is owned by the 
town, shall at its annual meeting, or at alegal town meeting appointed and notified 
for that purpose by the selectmen, elect a board of trustees, except in cases where 
such library has been or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some 
donation or bequest containing other conditions or provisions for the elections of its 
trustees or for its care and management, which conditions have been accepted and 
agreed to by a vote of the town.
[Section 2, amended by chapter 112, acts of 1889.]
Sec. 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of persons divisible by 
three, not exceeding nine in all, which the town may decide to elect, one-third 
thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for three years, except that 
the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees for one year, one-third for two 
years, and one-third for three years, and thereafter one-third the number annually 
for the term of three years. No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board 
of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from their own 
number.
Se c . 3. If any person elected a member of the board of trustees, after being duly 
notified of his election in the manner in which town officers are required to be 
notified, refuses or neglects to accept said office, or if any member declines further 
service, or from change of residence or otherwise becomes unable to attend to the 
duties of the board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact 
to the selectmen of tho town, and the two boards may thereupon, after giving public 
notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy until the next annual town 
meeting; and a majority of the ballots of persons entitled to vote shall be necessary 
to an election.
Se c . 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire custody and man­
agement of the library and reading room and all property owned by the town 
relating thereto; and all money raised or appropriated by the town for its support 
and maintenance, and all money or property that the town may receive by donation 
from any source, or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library and reading 
room, shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be 
expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the support and 
maintenance of its free public library and reading room, in accordance with the 
conditions of each or any donation or bequest accepted by the town.
Se c . 5. In every town which shall, by a majority of the votes cast at its annual 
town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by 
the selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees shall, in addition to the officers 
named in section two of this act, elect from among their own number a treasurer, 
who shall give a bond to the town similar to the bond given by the town treasurer, 
for such an amount and with such sureties as may be satisfactory to the selectmen; 
and until a town directs otherwise, the town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the
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MICHIGAN
Compiled laws,1897,chap.92.
Sec.3450 ...The mayor of such city shall with the approval of 
the city council proceed to appoint a board of 9 directors for 
the same.
Sec.3451 ...who shall hold office for three years.
Sec.3453 ...They shaJLl make and adopt such by-laws,rules and 
regulations for their own guidance and the government of the 
library and reading room,as shall be expedient ...exclusive con­
trol of the expenditures of all moneys...and of the construction 
of any library building,and of the supervision,care and custody 
of the grounds, rooms or buildings constructed,leased or set 
apart for that purpose...to appoint a librarian and assistants, 
and fix copensation and in general carry out the spirit and in­
tent of this act.
Sec.3455 Board of directors shall make at the end of each and 
every year...a report to the city council,stating the condition 
of their trust.
MINNESOTA
General statutes,1894,chap.6.
Sec.1426 ...The mayor of such city or president of such village 
shall with the approval of the city or village council...appoint 
a board of 9 directors.
Sec.1427 ...Who shall hold office for three years.
Sec.1429 (Powers) ...Shall adopt by-laws,rules and regulations 
...shall have exclusive control of all money...shall have the 
construction of any building...they shall have the care and 
custody of buildings and grounds... they shall have power to 
appoint a librarian and assistants...to fix compensations...and 
to carry out the spirit and intent of this act...
Sec.1431 Directors to make an annual report to the city council
MISSOURI
Revised statutes,1889,chap.31.
Sec.1780 Mayor with the approval of the legislative branch of 
the municipal government shall appoint 9 directors.
Sec.1781 Term of office ...three yeans.
Sec.1783 Said directors ...shall make and adopt by-laws,rules 
and regulations for their own guidance and for the government of 
the library and residing room as may be expedient,not inconsis­
tent with this act. They shall have exclusive control of all 
moneys collected to the credit of the library fund,and the con-
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struction of any library building,and of the supervision ,care 
and custody of the grounds,rooms or buildings constructed,leased 
or set apart for that purpose... Said board shall have power to 
purchase or lease grounds,to occupy,lease or erect appropriate 
building or buildings for the use of said library;shall have 
power to appoint a suitable librarian and assistants and fix 
their compensation,and shall also have power to remove such ap­
pointees ;and shall in a general way carry out the spirit and 
intent of this act,in establishing and maintaining a public 
library and reading room.
Sec.1785 The said board of directors shall make ...an annual 
report to the city council...
. Villages
Sec.1789 A board of six directors shall be elected at the next 
city election,term of office to be three years. Their powers 
and duties shall be the same as have been ascribed to the board 
of directors of the city free public library.
MONTANA
Annotated codes,1898,part 4.
Sec.4743 The board of trustees shall be appointed by the mayor 
with the advice and consent of the city council.The number of 
trustees and their duties to be ascribed by city ordinance.
NEBRASKA
L a 'sKC*2 ' any city or town council shall have decided by ordinance to establish 
and maintain a public library and reading room under this act, they shall elect a 
library board of nine directors, to be cliosen from the citizens at large, of which, 
board" neither tbe mayor nor any member of the city town council shall oe a 
member. Such directors, first elected, shall hold their office, three for the term of 
Jme year, three for the term of two years, and three for the term of three years from 
the first day of July following their appointment, and three directors shall be chosen 
annually thereafter; and in cases of vacancies by resignation, removal, or otherwise 
the council shall fill such vacancy for the unexpired term, and no director shall receive 
any pay or compensation for any services rendered as a member of such board, and 
such directors shall give such bond as the council may require.
Se c . 3. Such directors shall, immediately after their appointment meet and organ­
ize by electing one of their number president, and such other officers as may be 
necessary. Five of such board shall be a quorum. They shall have power to make 
and adopt such by-laws, rules, and regulations for their own guidance and for the 
government of the library and reading room as they may deem expedient, subject to 
supervision and control of the city or town council, and not inconsistent with this 
act. They shall have exclusive control of expenditures of all moneys collected or 
donated to the credit of the library fund and of the renting or construction of any 
library building, the supervision, care, and custody of the grounds, rooms, or build- 
in o\g constructed, leased, or set apart for that purpose.
§ e c . 5. The library board shall have power to purchase or lease grounds ; to erect, 
lease, or occupy an appropriate building or buildings for the use of such library; to 
appoint a suitable librarian and assistants, to fix their compensation, and to remove 
their appointments at pleasure; and shall have power to establish regulations for 
the government of such library as may be deemed necessary for its preservation and 
to maintain its usefulness and efficiency, and to fix and impose by general rules 
penalties and forfeitures for trespasses or injury upon or to the library grounds, 
rooms, books, or other property, or failure to return any book, or for violation of any 
bv-law or regulation; and shall have and exercise such power as may be necessary 
to carry out the spirit and intent of this act, in establishing and maintaining a public
library and reading room . _____ ___________ _ __________;--------- ----
Sec. 6 . Every library and reading room established under this act shall be for­
ever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city or town, subject always to such 
reasonable regulations as the library board may adopt to render said library and 
reading room of the greatest use to the inhabitants of said city or town, and the 
board may exclude from the use of the library and reading rooms any person who 
shall wilfully violate or refuse to comply with rules and regulations established for 
the government thereof.
Sec. 7. The library board shall, on or before the second Monday in June in each 
year, make a report to the city or town council of the condition of their trust on the 
first day of June in such year, showing all moneys received and expended, the num­
ber of books and periodicals on hand, newspapers and current literature subscribed 
for or donated to the reading-room department; the number of books and periodicals 
ordered by purchase, gift, or obtained during the year, and the number lost or miss­
ing; the number of visitors attending; the number of and character of books loaned 
or issued, with such statistics, information, and suggestions as they may deem of 
general interest, or as the city or town council may require, which report shall be 
verified by affidavit of the proper officers of said board.
Sec. 8. Any by-law or regulation established by the library board may be amended 
or annulled by the council of said city or town.
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MEW HAMPSHIRE
Session laws,1895,chap.118.
Se ct . 4. Every town shall at its annual meeting, or at a 
legal town meeting duly warned for that purpose by the select­
men, elect a board of library trustees, except in cases where a 
free public library has been acquired by the town, in whole or 
in part, by some donation or bequest containing other condi­
tions or provisions for the election of its trustees or for its care 
and management, which conditions have been accepted and 
agreed to by vote of the town.
Se ct. 5. Said board of trustees shall consist of any num­
ber of persons divisible by three which the town may decide 
to elect. At the first election of trustees one third shall he 
elected for one year, one third for two years, and one third for 
three years, and thereafter one third the number annually for 
the term of three years, or until others are chosen in their 
place. Ho person shall be ineligible to serve upon said hoard 
of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall he
elected by ballot, and shall organize annually by the choice of 
a chairman and secretary from their own number. Whenever 
a vacancy shall occur in the board, the remaining members
s
c
e
Pe„
shall give notice of the fact in writing to the selectmen 
of the town, who shall proceed to fill such vacancy until the 
next annual town meeting. Any town having a town library 
established prior to the year 1892 shall he exempt from the 
provisions of sections four and five of this act.
e ent i re 
.d all pro- 
d or appro- 
.nd all mon- 
from any
source,or by bequest in behalf of saici iree puuaav, a Abrary,shall 
be placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees,to be 
expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for 
the support and maintenance of its free public library,in accord 
ance with the conditions of each or any donation or bequest ac­
cepted by the town.
Sec,7 The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at 
each annual town meeting...they shall also make a report annual^ 
ly to the board of library commissioners,showing to what extent 
the provisions of the foregoing sections have been complied with 
by the town.
Sec.8 Any tdwn or library official violating any of the provis­
ions of the proceeding sections shall be fined not more than 
$500. Whenever therem shall be available in any town for the 
purpose of maintaining a free public library an annual income 
which alone or with the town appropriation shall eaqualthe 
amount required to be raised by that town annually, then the 
town officials shall be exempt from the provisions of this act. 
Whenever a town having no library and having made no assesment 
under the provisions of this act shall vote that it is inexped­
ient to establish a library,such action having been taken under 
a special article inserted in the warrant for the annual town 
meeting,then the officials of such town shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this section for one1 year thereafter.
97
Board of 
Tru s t e e s 
t o be  
formed.
NEW JERSEY
General statutes,1895.
saM city and the public library so established therein 
by tilts act arid the acts to which this is a supplement.
SEC. 4 . That a board of trustees of the free public 
library shall be immediately formed in any city when a 
majority of the votes cast shall be “ for the adoption for 
this city of the provisions of an act entitled ‘ An act to 
authorize the establishment of free public libraries in 
the cities of this state, ’ ” consisting of seven members, 
one of whom shall be the mayor of such city, ex-officio, 
and one the superintendent of public instruction there­
in, ex-officio, or president of the board of education, m 
case no office of superintendent exists, and five to be 
appointed by the mayor of the city from among citizens 
of the same city, to serve for the terms of one, two, 
three, four and five years respectively; and upon the 
expiration of the term of office of any trustee, the 
mayor of the said city shall appoint to the vacancy for 
a term of five years.
SEC. 5- That the board -of trusted^ shall be -a body- 
corporate under the name V ,  the trustees of th^free  
public library of the city of naming the
35
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office.
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shall be a 
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’szszzxzsr-***'-"
"oth er
of y respectively; and upon the
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NEW YORK
Laws ,1897, chap. 3558, as
§ 39 Trustees. Such libraries shall be 
managed by trustees who shall have all the 
powers of trustees of other educational insti­
tutions of the University as defined in this 
act; provided, unless otherwise specified in 
the charter, that the number of trustees shall 
be five; that they shall be elected by the 
legal voters, except that in cities they shall 
be appointed by the mayor with the consent 
of the common council, from citizens of 
recognized fitness for such position; that the 
first trustees determine by lot whose term of 
office shall expire each year and that a new 
trustee shall be elected or appointed annually 
to serve for five years.
a t —i ~   -------
amended.
■ §“40 incorporation. Within one month 
after taking office, the first board of trustees 
shall apply to the regents for a charter in 
accordance with the vote establishing the 
library.
§ 41 Reports. Every library or museum 
which receives state aid or enjoys any ex­
emption from taxation or other privilege not 
usually accorded to business corporations 
shall make the report required by § 25 of this 
act, and such report shall relieve the institu­
tion from making any report now required 
by statute or charter to be made to the legis­
lature, or to any department, court or other 
authority of the state. These reports shall 
be summarized and transmitted to the legis­
lature by the regents with the annual reports 
of the state librarv and state museum.
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NORTH DAKOTA
Revised code,1895,article 10.
Sec.2468 There shall be a board of 5 directors appointed by the 
board of education or school board of such city or villare : one 
member of the board of directors must be one of such board of 
education or school board. The tern of office shall be for'two
Sec.2469 (Duties of directors) To make by-laws,rules and regula­
tions jcontrol of all expenditures of all moneys;care and custo­
dy of library property. Prom their number mast elect a prsident 
secretary and librarian.They may with the approval of the board’ 
of education,school board or township supervisors,without which 
no lease, pur chase or contract shall be valid, build, lease or pur­
chase appropriate building and site not however employing,in 
such purchase more than one half the income of any one yean.
Sec.2471 The board of directors shall make an annual report to 
So-id. boRi*G. of education,school boand or* boai*d of suponvisons#
OHIO
pointment.
Term.
Laws,1892.
Directors: ap- Section 2. For the government of such library an
reading room there shall be a board of six directors ap­
pointed by the council of such city or village from among 
the citizens thereof at large, and not more than one member 
of the council of such city or village shall at any one time 
be member of said board. Such directors shall hold their 
office for three years from the date of appointment, and 
until their successors are appointed, but upon their first ap­
pointment they shall divide themselves at their first meet­
ing by lot, into three classes, one-third for one year, one- 
third ior two years and one-third for three years, and 
their term shall expire accordingly. All vacancies shall be 
immediately reported by the directors to the proper coun­
cil, and be filled by appointment in like manner; and if an 
unexpired term, for the residue of the term only. No 
compensation whatever shall be paid or allowed to any 
director.
Section 3. Said directors shall, immediately after 
their appointment, meet and organize by the election of 
one of their number president, and by the election of such 
other officers as they may deem necessary. They shall 
make and adopt such by-laws, rules and regulations for 
their own guidance, and for the government of the library 
and reading room, as may be expedient. They shall have 
the exclusive control of the expenditures of all the moneys 
collected for the library fund, and the supervision, care 
and custody of the room or buildings constructed, leased 
or set apart for that purpose, and such money shall be 
drawn from the treasury by the proper officers, upon the 
properly authenticated voucher of the board of directors 
without otherwise being audited. They may, with the ap- Library 
proval of the common council, lease and occupy, or pur- 
chase, or erect on purchased ground, an appropriate build­
ing* provided that no more than cne-half the income in any 
one year can be set apart in said year for such purchase or 
building, lhey  may appoint a librarian and assistants, and 
prescribe rules for their conduct.
Section
Cla ses.
Vacancies.
Compensation.
Organization of 
Directors.
By-laws, rules, 
and regulations. 
Control of ex­
penditures.
C u s t o d y  of 
building; how 
money d r a w n  
from treasury.
building.
librarian
assistants;
fi. 1 he said board of directors shall m ale an
t0 SUch council stating the condition of their 
trust the various sums of money received from the 
library fund and from all other sources, and how 
much has been expended; the number of books and 
periodicals on hand; the number added by purchase 
gift or otherwise during the year; the number lost 
or missing; the number of books loaned out and the 
general kind and character of such books, with other statis-
erTl’ intereTtatl° n ^  SUggestions as thcT may deem of gen-
Annual rcPortoi 
directors-
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PENNSYLVANIA
Pepper & lewis. Digest of laws,1895-97,page 105.
Sec.18 The library shall be subject to the rules and regulations 
of the board or commission having the library in charge.
Sec.19 The board or commission having the library in charge 
shall make an annual report to the council.
RHODE ISLAND
General laws,1896,page 175.
Sec.2 The council shall elect a board of trustees to consist of 
not.less than 3 and not more than 7. The tern of office of 
trustees shall be for three years.
Sec.3 The trustees shall take possession of said library and be 
the legal guardians and custodians of same . They shall"choose 
a librarian and assistants and fix compensation,and make all 
needful rules and regulations.
UTAH
Laws,1896,chap.54.
Sec. 2. When any city council in cities of the first and second class shall havo 
decided to establish and maintain a public library and reading room, under this act, 
the mayor of such city shall, with the approval of the city council, proceed to appoint 
a board of nine directors for same, chosen fromthe citizens at large with reference to 
tlieir fitness for such office; and not more than one member of the city council snail 
be at any one time a member of said board.
Sec. 3. Said directors shall hold office: One-third for one year, one-third for two 
years, and one-third for three years, from the first day of July following their 
appointment, and at their first regular meeting shall cast lots for the respective 
terms; arid annually thereafter the mayor shall, before the first of July of each 
year, appoint, as before, three directors to take the place of the retiring directors, 
who shall hold office for three years, and until their successors are appointed. The 
mayor may, by and with the consent of the city council, remove any director for 
misconduct or neglect of duty.
S ec . 4. Vacancies in the board of directors, occasioned by removals, resignation, 
or otherwise, shall be reported to the city council, and bo filled in like manner as 
original appointments, and no director shall receive any compensation.
Sec. 5. Said directors shall, immediately after appointment, meet and organize by 
the election of one of their number as president, and by the election of such other 
officers as they may deem necessary. They shall make and adopt such by-laws, 
rules, and regulations for their own guidance and for the government of the library 
and reading room as may be expedient not inconsistent with this act. They shall 
have the exclusive control of the expenditure of all moneys collected to the credit 
of the library fund, and of the construction of any library building, and of the 
supervision, care, and custody of the grounds, rooms and building constructed, 
leased, or set apart for that purpose: P ro v id ed , That all moneys received for such 
library shall be deposited in the treasury of said city to the credit of the library 
fund, and shall be kept separate and apart from other moneys of such city, and 
drawn upon by the proper officers of such city upon the properly authenticated 
vouchers of the library board. Said board shall have power to purchase or lease 
grounds, to lease or erect an appropriate building or buildings for the use of said 
library, to appoint a suitable librarian and necessary assistants, to fix their compen­
sation, to remove such appointees at will, and in general to carry out the spirit and 
intent of this act in establishing and maintaining a public library and reading room.
Sec. 7. The said board of directors shall make, on or before the second Monday in 
June, an annual report to the city council, stating the condition of their trusts on 
the first day of June of that year, the various sums of money received from the 
library fund and from other sources, and how such moneys have been expended, 
and for what purposes; the number of books and periodicals on hand; the number 
added by purchase, gift, or otherwise, during the year; the number lost or missing; 
the number of visitors attending; the number of books loaned out, and the general 
character and kind of such books, with such other statistics, information, and sug­
gestions as they may deem of general interest. All such portions of said report as 
relate to the receipt and expenditure of money, as well as the number of books on 
hand, books lost or missing, and books purchased, shall be verified bv affidavit.
Sec. l l .  At the same election that any city of the third class or town shall vote on 
the proposition to levy a tax and to establish a free public library there may be 
elected a library board of six directors, one-third for two years, one-third for four 
years, one-third for six years, and biennially thereafter there shall be elected two 
directors, who shall hold their office for six years, and until their successors are 
elected aud qualified; which board shall have the same powers as are by this act con­
ferred upon the board of directors of free public libraries in cities of the fiist and 
second class, and said directors shall receive no compensation.
VERMONT
Statutes,1894,chap.48.
Se c . 889. A tow n which has established, or shall hereafter 
establish a public library, may elect a t its annual meeting a board 
of five trustees, who shall have full power to  manage such public 
library, and to  receive, control and manage any property which 
shall come into the hands of said tow n by gift, purchase, or 
bequest, for the use and benefit of such library.
Se c . 890. At the meeting when these trustees are first chosen, 
they shall be elected for the following term s: One for one year, 
one for tw o years, one for three years, one for four years, and one 
for five years, or until their respective successors are chosen. Their 
successors shall be elected for the term  of five years, but a person 
chosen to  fill a vacancy caused by death, resignation, or otherwise, 
shall serve only for the remainder of the unexpired term.
Se c . 891. The trustees shall make a report to  the annual
tow n meeting of the condition of the library and of the manage­
ment and expenditures of such moneys as have come into their
hands. N ^
WASHINGTON
BAllinger.Annotated code,1897,chap,12.
Sec.981 ...The said city council may appoint 3 reputable citizens 
of said city to act as directors of the public library,except 
where city charters otherwise provide for the organization and 
management of a public library.
Sec.986 The terra of office of the directors shall be for 3 years.
Sec.988 The directors shall have sole control of the library and 
shall disburse the iponey,attend to the selection and purchase 
of books and other property,and may make all rules and regula­
tions for the government of the library;t h e y  shall also make 
an annual report to the mayor and council;and they shall appoint 
a librarian and fix his compensation.
WISCONSIN
Statutes,1898.
D irectors, How Appointed — vacan cies.— Section 932. For 
the government of such library and reading room, there shall be a 
board of nine directors, appointed by the mayor of such city, the 
president of such village or the chairman of such town, with the 
approval of the respective common council, village or town board, 
from among the citizens thereof; and not more than one member 
of the council, or village or town board shall at any one time be 
such director. Such directors shall hold their office for three 
years from the first day of July, in the year of appointment, and 
until their successors are appointed ; but upon their first appoint­
ment they shall divide themselves, at their first meeting, by lot 
into three classes, one-third for one year, one-third for two years, 
and one-third for three years, and their terms shall expire accord­
ingly. All vacancies shall be immediately reported by the direc­
tors to the proper council, town or village board, and be filled by 
appointment in like manner, and if in an unexpired term, for the 
residue of the term only. No compensation whatever shall be 
paid or allowed any director; provided, that in any city or village 
which has established or may establish a f e e  library under the 
provisions of section 981. the city superintendent of schools or the 
principal of schools shall be ex-officio a member of the board of 
directors of such library.
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WISCONSIN cont*d.
Secti. n 933. Said directors shall immediately after their ap- 
pointment, meet and organize, by the election of one of their num­
ber president, am by the election of such other officers as they 
may deem necessary. They shall make and adopt such by-laws, 
rules and regulations for their own guidance and for the govern­
ment of the library and reading room as b0 expedient, not
inconsistent with this chapter They shall have the exclusive 
control of the expenditures of all moneys collected for the library 
fund, and the supervision, care and custody of the rooms or build­
ings constructed, leased or set apart for that purpose and such 
money shall be drawn from the treasury, by the proper officers, 
upon the properly authenticated voucher of the board without 
being otherwise audited. They may, with the > pproval of the 
mayor and common council, the town board, or the president and 
village board, without which no lease, purchase or contract there­
for shall be of any validity, lease and occupy, or purchase, or 
erect on purchased grounds, an appropriate building, not, how­
ever. employing in such purchase or building more than half the 
income in any one year. They may appoint a librarian and as­
sistants, prescribe ruies for their conduct and fix their compensa-
tVSection 934, as amended by chapter 139 of the laws of 1899. 
Every library and reading room established under this chapter, 
shall be forever free for the use of the inhabitants of the city, 
town or village where located, subject to such reasonable rules 
and regulations as the library board may find necessary to adopt 
and publish in order to render the use of said librarv and reading 
room, of the greatest benefit to the greatest number; and they 
may exclude and cut off from the use of said library and reading 
room, any and all persons who shall wilfully violate such rules: 
provided that the board of directors of such library and reading 
room may, under such rules and regulations as they may deem 
necessary, and upon such conditions as may be agreed upon, allow 
non-residents of the city, town or village m which the library or 
reading rooms are situated, to use the books therein, and may ex­
change such books with any other public library, either perma­
nently or temporarily, and may send out traveling libraries in 
their own and adjoining counties: and any such board may con­
tract with the board of supervisors of the county m which the 
library is situated, or with the board of supervisors of any nei la­
boring county, or with individuals or associations, or with the 
board of supervisors, school board, village trustees or common 
council of any neighboring town, school district, village or city, 
to loan the books of said library, singly or in traveling libraries, 
to the residents of said county, town, school district, village or 
citv, upon the terms agreed upon in such contract; and every 
such board of directors, board of county or town supervisors, 
school district board, village trustees or common council is hereby 
empowered to make contracts for such purpose, and to pay the 
consideration agreed upon therein, to the board ^ l^ to r . c t
such library and reading room, out of the county, school district, 
town, village or city treasury, upon the rendering of the pioper
a Annual Report -  Section 935. The said board of directors 
shall make an annual report to the council or proper board stat­
ing the condition of their trust, the various sums 
ceived from the library fund and all other sources, and how such 
money has been expended, the number of books and J w  w  on hand; the number added during the year; the number lost or 
missing; the number of books loaned out, and the general char 
acterof such books, with such other statistics, information and 
suggestions as they may deem of general ^ terest. Qns
Donations, E tc., to Vest in Board.—Section 936. All Persons 
desirous of making donations of money, personal property or real 
estate, forthe benefit of such library, shall have the right to vest 
the title thereto in the board of directors Jjji8
chapter, to be held and controlled by such boaid, when accepted, 
according to the terms of the deed of gift, devise, or bequest and 
as to such property the said board shall be held and considered to 
be special trustees
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WYOMING
Revised statutes,1899,chap.5.
Sec.1021 The control and use of said library fund shall be en­
trusted by the county commissioners of any county to three com­
petent and responsible citizens of the county,to be appointed 
by said commissioners and to constitute a board of trustees for 
this purpose...They shall serve without compensation...The said 
trustees appointed by the county commissioners shall hold office 
i/3 for 1 year,and i/3 for 2 years,and i/3 for 3 years from the 
first day of July following their appointment and at their 
first regular meeting shall cast lots for their respective 
terns.
* u  Sec. 68rr-Tho said board of trustees is authorized to receive donations of real estate, 
money, or books in aid of the establishment or maintenance of the library, for which 
said trustees are hereby made responsible, and as trustees of the donor shall care­
fully observe the conditions accompanying every such gift, and if  any incorporated 
literary or library association shall donate to such county library property equal in 
value to one thousand dollars, or shall annually contribute to its resources a sum 
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars in money, such association shall be entitled 
to name one person to be an associate member ot said board of trustees, who shall 
have all the rights, privileges, and responsibilities of the other members thereof.
When no provision can be made for otherwise furnishing the library with the neces­
sary accommodations for its books and other publications without expense to the 
library fund arising from the public tax, it shall bo the duty of the board of school 
trustees or directors of the school district embracing the county seat to provide 
accommodations for them in the best-situated school building over which such board 
of school trustees have control. The board of trustees shall also appoint a compe­
tent person to have the immediate charge of the library, with such duties and com­
pensation for services as they shall fix and determine.
Sec. OOO.—Every library established and maintained under the provisions of this 
chapter shall be forever free to all residents of the county to which it belongs, on the 
condition that such persons comply with such rules and regulations for the safety 
and management of the library as the board of trustees shall prescribe, which rules 
and regulations may be enforced by legal proceedings in a court of competent juris­
diction : P r o v id e d , That in the management of tho library, the best possible provi­
sion shall be especially made for the convenient use of the books thereof by the 
residents of such county residing out of the town wherein the library is situated.
Sec. It shallbe the further duty of such board of trustees to keep a careful 
^  incord of all its doings, with duplicate vouchers for all expenditures, one set of such 
vouchers to be kept in tho office of the secretary of the board of trustees, the other 
to be filed with the county commissioners at the end of each calendar year. The 
board of trustees shall also, at the end of each year, report to tho county commis­
sioners all tho important transactions for tho previous twelve months, specifying in 
each report tho sum ot money received from the county library fund, also the moneys 
and property received from other sources, the use and disposition made of such moneys 
and other property, the number of books and other publications then in the library, 
the number of books and other publications added by purchase and gift during the 
year, as well as tho number of books lost and missing, tho number, title, and cost of 
books, maps, and charts purchased out of tho county library fund, the number of 
books loaned out, with the general character of such books, the number of persons 
who have drawn books from the library during the year, and tho number of visitors 
thereto, together with such other facts deemed of public interest, a copy of which 
report shall be furnished by the clerk of said board of county commissioners for pub­
lication in at least ono paper of general circulation in tho county.
Only persons resident ofthe county shall bo allowed to obtain a loan of books from 
the library, and in every case when books are lost or destroyed by such parties, or 
withheld from the library by such person, then in that event such persons shall bo 
responsible for tho loss of such book or books, and tho value of said book or books 
may be recovered by proper action at law in any court of competent jurisdiction in 
the county. [Revised Statutes of Wyoming, 1887. j
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PROTECTIVE LAWS
CALIFORNIA
Laws,1880,chap.126.
Se c . 1 2 . The proper municipal authorities of any city wherein a public library or 
reading room may be established shall have power to pass ordinances for the pro­
tection of the same and all property thereto belonging, and for imposing penalties 
for the punishment of persons committing injury to such library or reading room, or 
the property or books thereof, or for failure to return any book or other property 
belonging thereto.
COLORADO
Laws,1899,chap.152.
Sec.10 The city council or board of trustees of any such city 
...shall pass ordinances imposing suitable penalties for the 
punishment of persons committing injury to such library and 
reading room or to the building or grounds or other property, 
an<ff for injury to or failure to return any book belonging to 
such libfcary.
ILLINOIS
Hurd.Revised statutes,1895,chap.81.
Sec.8 The city council of said city shall have power to pass 
ordinances imposong suitable penalties for the punishment of 
persons committing injury upon such library or the grounds or 
other property thereof,and for injury to or failure to return 
anjr book belonging to such library.
KANSAS
General statutes,1897,chap.39.
Sec.35 The mayor and city council shall have power to pass or­
dinances imposing penalties for punishment of persons committ­
ing injury to such library building,grounds or other property, 
or injury to or failure to return any book.
MASSACHUSETTS
Public statutes,1882.
DEFACING BOOKS, PAPERS, ETC.
Section 79 of chapter 253 of the public statutes provides that whoever wilfully 
and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears 
or destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving, or statue belonging to a law, town’ 
city, or other public library, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor 
more than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months.
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MASSACHUSETTS cont’d.
1 8 8 3 .
^  ACT ‘° PrCTent WilM • pamphlets, or manu.
[Chapter 77, acts of 1883.]
B e  it  enacted, etc., as f o l l o w s :
writing, from the librarian of such library riven aftJr +h» -T8* after notice in
which by the regulations of such library such h o n l i m  expiration of the time
copyCof2 tM seacnt?tiCe reqUir6d by tbe f° regoi^  Section sha11 * « *  «P°n its face a 
Sue. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 24, 1883.]
AX ACT for the better protection of property of certain libraries.
[Chapter 81, acts of 1883.]
B e  it  enacted, etc., as fo l lo w s :
c- 2- This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 24, 1883.]
1 S S 5 .
AX ACT to protect persons using public libraries from disturbance.
[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.]
MICHI( Be U  enacted> e tc ., as f o l l o w s :
1 er to pass
ordinances imposing suitaoie penalties iux- one puiiisiimant of pe 
sons committing injury upon such library...
MINNESOTA
General statutes,1894,chap.6.
Sec.1432 Council may impose penalties for the punishment of 
persons committing injury to such library or heading room...
MISSOURI
Revised statutes,1889,chap.31.
Sec.1786 The city council of said city shall have power to pass 
ordinances imposing suitable penalties for the punishment of 
persons committing injury upon such library or the grounds or 
other property thereof...
NEBRASKA
Laws,1870.
Se c . 9. Penalties imposed or accruing by any by-law or regulation of the library 
board may be recovered in a civil action before the police judge, or any justice of the 
peace, or other court having jurisdiction; such action to be instituted in the name 
of the “ library board of the city or town library,” and moneys collected in such 
action shall be forthwith placed in the city treasury to the credit of the library fund.
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NEBRASKA cont'd.
Lavs,1893,page 395.
Sec.5697 If any person shall intentionally deface ,obliterate , 
tear or destroy in whole or in part any newspaper,magazine or 
periodical on file in any reading room belonging to the state 
or any library or other association in the state or shall cut 
therefrom any article or advertisement,such person shall ,upon 
convictionathereof be fined in any sum not exceeding $100 nor 
less than $10 or to be imprisoned in the county jail not ex­
ceeding 30 days at the discretion of the court.
NEW YORK
Laws,1897,chap.378,as amended.
§ 43 Injuries to property. Whoever in. 
tentionally injures, defaces or destroys any 
property belonging to or deposited in any 
incorporated library, reading-room, museum, 
or other educational institution, shall be 
punished by imprisonment in a state prison 
for not more than three years, or in a county 
jail for not more than one year, or by a fine 
of not more than $500, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment.
§ 44 Detention. Whoever wilfully detains 
any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
manuscript or other property belonging to 
any public or incorporated library, reading- 
room, museum or other educational institu­
tion, for 30 days after notice in writing to 
return the same, given after the expiration 
of the time which by the rules of such insti­
tution, such article or other property may be 
kept, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than one nor more than $25, or by imprison­
ment in the jail not exceeding six months, 
and the said notice shall bear on its face a 
copy of this section.
OHIO
LAWS*1892*
Section 4. Every library and reading room es- To whom libra- 
tablished under th is chapter shall be forever free room s^free^ 
for the use of the inhabitants of the city o r village w here [ationsnd regu" 
located, always subject to such reasonable rules and regu­
lations as the library board m ay find necessary to adopt 
and publish in order to render the use of said library and 
reading room of the greatest 'benefit to the greatest num ­
ber; and they may exclude and cutoff  from the use of said v i o l a t i o n  of 
library and reading room any and all persons who shall rules' 
w ilfully violate such rules.
D E ST R O Y IN G  F IL E S  IN  L IB R A R Y  ROOM.
Section 6878. W hoever in tentionally  defaces, obliter- Destroying: or
ates, tears or destroys, in whole or part, any newspaper, pape^^et^be- 
m agazine or periodical, on file in any reading room belong- j^ariejf to h" 
ing to another person, or cuts therefrom  any article or ad­
vertisem ent, shall be fined not more than  one hundred nor s. &s. 285. 
less than  ten dollars, or im prisioned not more than  th irty  
days, or both.
(63 v. 8, Sec. 1.) 1$ S )
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PENNSYLVANIA
Pepper & Lewis.Digest of laws,1895-97,page 105.
Sec.20 The council may pass ordinances imposing suitable penal­
ties for violation of rules or injury to books or tther property
RHODE ISLAND
General laws,1896,page 991.
Sec.52 Every person who wilfully and maliciously or wantonly 
and without cause... injures or defaces or destroys any book, 
pamphlet,plate or picture or other property belopging to any... 
Public library...shall be fined not less than $1 nor more than 
$10 . The same to be for use of the library.
UTAH
Laws,1896,chap.54.
Sec. 6. Every library and reading room established under this act shall be for­
ever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city where located, subject, however, 
to such reasonable rules and regulations as the library board may adopt in order to 
render the use of said library and reading room of the greatest benefit to the greatest 
number: and said board may exclude from the use of said library and reading room 
any and all persons who shall wilfully violate such rules. Said board may extend 
the privileges and use of such library and reading room to persons residing outside 
of such city, but in the State, upon such terms and conditions as said board may 
from time to time bv its regulations prescribe, ■ ~
Se c . 8 . The city council of said city shall have power to pass ordinances imposing 
suitable penalties for the punishment of persons committing injury upon such 
or the grounds or other property thereof and for injury to or failure to return any 
book belonging to such libraries.
WISCONSIN
Statutes,1898•
Malicious Injury to Books —Section 4441. Any person who 
shall wilfully, maliciously or wantonly * * tear, deface, muti­
late or injure any book, map, pamphlet, chart, picture or other 
property belonging to any public library, or take and carry away 
the same with intent to convert to his own use * * shall be
punished by inprisonment in the county jail, not more than six 
months or by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.
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APPENDIX C
Selections from the school laws of the various states relating 
to school libraries.
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ALABAMA
Has no legislation on subject of libraries.
ARKANSAS
Has no laws concerning school libraries,any district being left 
free to make provisions therefor as its board of directors may deem best.
CALIFORNIA
" Sets apart annually for library purposes from 5 to 105 of 
county school tax apportioned to each school , provided amount 
never exceeds §50 a year,and out of this ,apparatus must be 
bought ." M.W. SHINN. Overland monthly,June27,1896,p.648.
COLORADO
School law,1899,page 57.
Sec.67 ...that the board of any district may order the levy of 
not to exceed 1/10 of one mill, the proceeds of which shall be 
used exclusively in the purchase of books for a library ,to be 
open to the public ,unddr such rules as the district board may 
deem needful for the proper care of said library.
CONNECTICUT
General statutes,chap.139.
Sec.166 The treasurer of the state ,upon the order of the secre­
tary of the state board of ediication,shall pay §10 to every 
school district,and to every town maintaining*a high school, 
which shall raise by tax or otherwise a like sum for the same 
purpose,to establish within su ch district , or for the use of 
such high school,a school library composed of books of refer­
ence,and other books to be used in connection with school work,
...and the further sum of §5 annually upon a like order , to 
every such district or town which has raised a like sum for the 
current year for maintaining or replenishing such library or 
apparatus. And if the number of scholars in attendance in any 
SU°H district or high school exceeds 100 the treasurer sJiall 
pay §10 in the first instance,and §5 annually thereafter,for 
every 100 or fractional part of a hundred scholars in excess of 
the first hundred. The expense incurred by any district in 
accordance with the provisions of this section may be reckoned 
among its expenses,and be defrayed in the manner provided in 
this title for such incidental expenses.
Sec.167 The selection of all books and apparartus to be pur­
chased shall be made nr approved by the board of school visi- 
torsjwhich shall also prescribe the rules for their management, use,and safe keeping.
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Sec.168 The joint board of selectmen and school visitors in 
each town shall have power to appropriate money for the purchase 
of books and apparatus to be used in the public schools of the 
town.The money thus appropriated shall be expended by a committee 
on libraries and apparatus,which shall be annually appointed by 
the school visitors,to whom the treasurer of the town shall pay- 
such money upon the written order of such committee. The treas­
urer of the state ,upon the order of the secretary of the state 
board of education,shall annually pay to said committee §5 for 
every public school within said town,and if the number of schol­
ars in any public school within the town exceeds 100, the treas­
urer shall annually pay to said committee $5 for every 100 
scholars and fractional part of 100 scholars in attendance at 
such school,provided however ,that no greater amount shall be 
paid to such committee by the state than is paid during the 
same year by the town for the same purpose;and provided further, 
that any amount paid by the state under section 166 to any dis­
trict or for any high school within said town shall be deducted 
from the amount payable under this act. The books and apparatus 
purchased under the provisions of this act shall be and remain 
the property of the town,and the care and control of the said 
committee on libraries.
DELAWARE
No law for school libraries.
FLORIDA FLORIDA.
the State of Florida, 1893; clause XII of section 28. J
Section 10. Tlie legislature may provide for the division of any county or counties 
into convenient school districts; and for the election biennially of three sclioo 
trustees, who shall hold their office for two years, and who shall ha^e tne super-
whenever a ^ o f t U c  ^  K  £  K S & E S
by ttofeT tion  shall not exceed three mills on the dollar in any one year on the tax- 
a% . r ? f  e AL0inlornorafedtown or city may constitute a school district. The fund
among the citizens.
GEORGIA
No law relative to school libraries.
IDAHO IDAHO.
There is no direct or mandatory legislation as to libraries for the schools of the 
State, still there is a permissive one, giving the districts authority to make pur­
chases not to exceed 25 per cent of the school fund for any one year.
Section 45. (Chapter VI of the school laws of 1893.) The trustees of the respective 
districts must furnish all things, not herein otherwise provided for, necessary for the 
use and comfort of the schools in their district, such as fuel, improvements, maps, 
apparatus, and library, and for such purpose may audit and allow accounts against 
the school fund of their district, not to exceed twenty-five per cent of the amount ot 
such school fund in any one year.
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ILLINOIS
School law ,article 5,sec.l.
§27 The board of school directors shall be clothed with the 
following additional powers:
7 - They may appropriate ,for the purchase of libraries and 
apparatus,any school funds remaining after all necessary school expenses are paid.
Cities having boards of education.
School law ,article 6,sec.l.
§10 The board of education shall have all the powers of school 
directors;and in addition thereto and inclusive thereof they 
shall have the power and it shall be their duty-
2- To repair and improve school houses,and furnish them with 
the necessary fixtures,furniture,apparatus,libraries and fuel.
INDIANA [1891, page 37. Approved and in force February 26, 1891.]
(School and library tax in cities of 30,000.) In all cities of the State of 
Indiana where hoards of school commissioners have been elected and are managing* 
the school affairs of said city under an act of the general assembly of the State of 
Indiana entitled “ An act providing for a general system of common schools in all 
cities ot thirty thousand or more inhabitants, and for the election of a board of school 
commissioners for such cities, and defining their duties and prescribing their powers 
and providing for common-school libraries within such cities/’ approved March 3’ 
lo71, and the various acts of the general assembly amendatory thereof, and supple­
mental thereto, and m wffiich the office of city treasurer has been or hereafter may 
be abolished under and by virtue of an act of the general assemblv of the State of 
Indiana, entitled “An act concerning taxation for city and school purposes in cities 
containing a population of over seventy thousand, as shown by the last census of 
the United States; to abolish the offices of city assessor and city treasurer in such 
cities, and provide for the discharge of the duties of such offices, and repealing laws 
m conflict therewith, approved February 2 1 , 1885,” such boards of school commis­
sioners be, and they are hereby, authorized and empowered, in the manner and form 
in which they are now by law authorized to levy taxes, levy taxes for the support of 
the schools within such city, including such taxes as may bo required for pay in g 
teachers, in addition to the taxes now authorized to be levied by the general 
assembly of the State of Indiana, not to exceed, however, in any one year the sum 
of twenty-five cents on the one hundred dollars of tho taxable property, as shown 
by tho certificate showing the assessment and valuation for taxation of all taxable 
real and personal and railroad property of such city, required to bo delivered to said 
c T r  ^school commissioners by section 8 of tho said act of the general assembly 
ot tho State of Indiana, approved February 2 1 , 1885, and also to levy a tax each 
year not exceeding four cents on each one hundred dollars of the taxable propertv 
m said city, as shown by said certificate, for the support of free public libraries in 
connection with the common schools of said city, and to disburse any and all revc- 
nues raised by such tax levied for library purposes in the purchase of books and in 
the fitting up of suitable rooms for such libraries, salaries to librarians, and other 
expenses necessarily incident to tho maintenance of such library; also to make and 
entorce such regulations as they may deem necessary for tho taking out and return­
ing to and for the proper care of all books belonging to such libraries, and to pre­
scribe penalties for the violations of such regulations.
Ay 4327 .^ (County treasurer reports to board of school commissioners.) In all cities 
m the State of Indiana whero boards of school commissioners have been elected and 
are managing the school affairs of said city, under and by virtue of said act of tho 
general assembly of the Stato of Indiana, approved March 3, 1871, and in which the 
office of city treasurer has been, or may hereafter be abolished, under and by virtue 
of said act of the general assembly of tho State of Indiana, approved February 21 
188o, as mentioned and described in tho first section of this act, it shall be the duty 
of the county treasurer, on and after making his settlement with tho county auditor 
on the third Monday of April, 1891, and the payment to tho board of school commis- ' 
foners of the amount by such settlement found to be duo to it, as required by section 
13 of the last above-named act, at the close of each calendar month, to make report, 
duly verified by his oath, to said board of school commissioners of all taxes and 
delinquent taxes collected within said month, and thereafter, upon demand of tho 
treasurer of said board of school commissioners, to pay to him, for tho use of said 
board of school commissioners, the full amount of said taxes and delinquent taxes 
shown by said report to have been collected. Upon such payment being made, tho 
treasurer of tho board of school commissioners shall execute to said county treasurer 
his receipt for tho amount of money so paid, which receipt tho latter shall deliver to 
the secretary of tho board of school commissioners, who shall give him a quietus 
therefor, and credit said county treasurer with the amount thereof, and charge such 
amount to the treasurer ot said board of school commissioners.
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I I T D I A j^ A  c o n  o 1 d. . 4527(1. (County treasurer s credits.) (Said county treasurer shall thereafter, in his
settlement 'with the county auditor, made as required by law on the third Monday 
° t  April and the first Monday of November in each year, present such quietuses to 
the county auditor, who shall give such county treasurer credit therefor as against 
the sums with which he is chargeable upon account of the collection of such school 
taxes.
Note.— This act has a general repealing section. The act repeals the act of 1889, 
page 432, on the same subject.
rISm fin A twypotmk! {vnil -in X?**?**—*-.—'- oc tani i
Sec.6243 Superintendent of public instruction shall superin­
tend the purchase of books for township libraries under such 
regulations as the state board of education may adopt and re­
port to said board his proceedings in relation thereto.
For other laws conserning school libraries see appendix B 
containing laws relating to city libraries.
IOWA
School law,1897,page 55,sec.2783.
Board of directors may provide and pay out of the contingent 
fund to insure such school property as may be necessary and may 
purchase dictionaries,library books,maps,charts and apparatus 
for the use of the schools thereof to an amount not exceeding 
§25 in any one year for each school room under its charge...
Kansas
School law,1897,page 87-8.
§ 81 The several school districts of the state may,at the an- 
meeting in each year,vote a tax upon all the taxable property 
of the district,not to exceed two mills on the dollar,which tax 
shall be certified by the district clerk to the county clerk,at 
the same time and manner as other school district taxes are cer- 
tifiedjand the county clerk shs-11 place the same upon the tax 
roll of the county in a separate column,designating the purpose 
for which the tax was levied; and said tax shall be collected 
and paid over to the treasurer of said district in all respects 
as other school district taxes are collected and paidjprovided 
however , that in districts where the taxable property of the 
district is more than §20000 and not more than $30000 there 
shall not be levied more than ihne and a half mills on the dol­
lar; and where the taxable property is more than $30000 and not 
more than $50000,there shall not be levied more than one mill on 
the dollar;and in all cases where the taxable property of the 
district shall exceed $50000,there shall not be levied more 
than l/2 mill on the dollar.
§ 82 The money so collected shall be used under the direction 
of the board of directors,for the purchasing of a school dis­
trict library,and for no other purpose ;and the district board, 
in the purchase of books,shall be confined to works of history, 
science,biography and travels.
§ 83 The district clerk shall be the librarian,unless the 
board of directors shall appoint some other competent and suit­
able person,who shall reside in the district,to perform the 
duties of that office; and the board shall have power to make
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such rules and regulations in regard to the management of said 
library as they shall deem best,and they shall revise and change 
said rules from time to time as the necessities of the case may require.
KENTUCKY
School laws,chap.13,page 9o-91.
§150 (Organization & Management)- When by contribution or oth­
erwise,^ volumes can be collected for such purpose,the district 
trustees may organize a district library in connection with the 
school of the district,which shall be for the use of the dis- 
trictin which the same is located.They may make such suitable 
arrangements for the keeping of the books a-nd periodicals of 
the said library as may be necessary,and may appoint a suitable 
person to take charge of the same,and to manage it according to 
such rules as they may prescribe,subject to the regulations 
prescribed by the county board of examiners.
§151 (Trustees to have control of district library)- The trus­
tees shall have the same control over the library as over the 
other school property;may receive donations of books,maps,charts 
and other works of interest. But no book of a sectarian,infidel 
or immoral character shall be placed in the library; and any 
such books found therein shall be removed by order of the trus­
tees or of the county superintendent.The library shall be free 
to all pupils of suitable age belonging to the schools of the 
district,but any resident of the district may become entitled 
to the privileges upon the payment of such a sum of money for 
membership as the trustees may prescribe.
LOUISIANA
State school law is silent as to libraries.
MAINE
Revised statutes,1883.
Sec.70 A district may appropriate not exceeding one tenth of 
its school money for any one year,to purchase a school library 
and apparatus for the use of the schools therein, and may make 
proper rules for the preservation and management thereof. 
Adjacent districts may ,by vote of each unite for the purpose 
aforesaid.
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MARYLAND MARYLAND.
The Maryland Code, article 77, section 87, provides as follows: “ For the further 
encouragement of education, district school libraries ought to be established m each 
sehoolhouse district, under the care of the teacher as librarian. l  or this purpose 
the sum of ten dollars per annum is ordered to be paid by the board of county school 
commissioners, out of the State school fund, to any sehoolhouse district as library 
money as long as the people of the district raise the same amount annually. Ihe 
books must be selected b}T the board of district school trustees.”
To aid in the execution.of this law, the State board of education resolved some 
months since to publish a list of books suitable for school libraries, and requested 
the undersigned to prepare a list to bo submitted to the board. The several mem­
bers of the board furnished valuable lists, and from these, and by aid of the cata­
logues oi' the principal publishers of the country, and of published lists tor public 
school libraries, prepared by the State superintendents ot public instruction of several 
of the States, who kindly furnished us the results of their labor, this list has been
It^is arranged under three general heads, viz: 1^) Books suitable for primary 
grades; (2 ) books suitable for grammar school grades, and (3) books suitable tor
high school grades. „ . , ,,
Under the lirst head the subdivisions are fiction and miscellaneous; under the 
second and third, history, biography, travels, science and natural history, fiction, 
poetry, and miscellaneous. A list of reference books and one of professional books 
for teachers are added.
We have endeavored to exclude all sectarian and partisan books.
The books for primary grades have been selected with special care, and we hope 
will be found to be especially interesting and instructive. We have aimed to include 
the works of only the best writers of each class of books.
The list gives the retail price of each book. Baltimore booksellers have agreed to 
furnish the books on the list to public school libraries at a discount of Irom 10 to 33^  
per cent. We respectfully recommend you to deal with them, home publishers 
allow a larger discount to dealers than others, and we consider the above otter lair 
and liberal You can select a list of books and send it to your bookseller for net
prices before purchasing. J# _ , . ,, „ , ,
It is recommended that libraries be kept in substantial bookcases, and that books 
be covered with stout paper before they are used.
This list will be furnished to district schools having libraries or proposing to pur­
chase libraries, through the school examiner or directly from this office, upon applica­
tion, inclosing 4 cents in postage stamps.— E. B. Piiettyman, S ta te  sup erin ten d en t  
o f  p u b lic  in stru ctio n . (School laws, 1893.)
MASSACHUSETTS
Law,1891,chap.177.
Sec.6 The income of said fund received by the several cities and
towns shall be applied by the school committees thereof to the 
support of the public schools therein; but said committees may 
if they see fit appropriate therefrom any sum , not exceeding 
same,to the purchase of books of reference,maps,and 
apparatus for the use of said schools.
MICHIGAN MICHIGAN.
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118. Se c . 6 . Any school district, by a two-thirds vote at any animal meeting, may 
establish a district library, and such district shall be entitled to its just proportion 
of books from the library of any township in which it is wholly or partly situated, 
to be added to the district library, and also to its equitable share of any library 
moneys remaining unexpended in any such township or townships at the time of the 
establishment of such district library, or that shall thereafter be raised by tax in such 
township or townships, or that shall thereafter be apportioned to the township to the 
inspectors of which the annual report of its director is made.
119. Se c . 7. The district board of any school district in which a district library 
may be established in accordance with the provisions of this act shall have charge 
of such library; and the duties and responsibilities of said district board in relation 
to the district library, and all moneys raised or apportioned for its support, shall be 
the same as those of the board of school inspectors are to the township library.
120. Se c . 8. The school inspectors shall give, in their annual report to the superin­
tendent of public instruction, such facts and statistics relative to the management 
of the township library and the library moneys as the superintendent of public instruc­
tion shall direct; and’ the district board of any school district having a library shall 
cause to be given in the annual report of the director to the board of school inspect­
ors like facts and statistics relative to the district library, which items shall also be 
included by the said inspectors in their annual report.
121. Se c . 9. In case the board of school inspectors of any township, or the district 
board of any school district, shall Tail to make the report required by the preceding 
section, or in case it shall appear from the reports so made that any township or school 
district has failed to use the library money in strict accordance with the provisions 
of law, such township or district shall forfeit its share of the library moneys that 
are apportioned, and the same shall be apportioned to the several other townships 
and districts in the county as hereinafter provided: P ro v id ed , That in townships 
where the boards thereof shall determine and report to the superintendent that the 
public will be better served by using the said money for general school purposes no 
such forfeiture shall occur.
122. Se c . 10. The superintendent of public instruction shall annually, and previous 
to the tenth day of May, transmit to the clerk of each county a statement of the 
townships in his* county that are entitled to receive library moneys, giving the num­
ber of children in each of such townships between the ages of live and twenty years 
as shall appear from the reports of the board of school inspectors for the school year 
last ending; said clerk shall file such statement in his office and shall forthwith 
furnish a copy thereof to the county treasurer.
123. Se c . 11. The clear proceeds of all fines for any breach of the penal laws of 
this State and for penalties, or upon any recognizance in criminal proceedings, and 
all equivalents for exemptions [exemption] from military duty, when collected in any 
county and paid into the county treasury, together with all moneys heretofore col­
lected and paid into said treasury on account of such fines or equivalents and not 
already appropriated [apportioned], shall bo apportioned by the county treasurer, 
before the first day of June in each year, among tho several townships in the county 
according to the number of children therein between the ages of five and twenty
years,a.s shown by the statement of the superintendent of public 
instruction provided for in the preceeding section,which money 
shall be exclusively applied to the support of the township 
and district libraries,and to no other purpose.
§124,sec.12 The qualified voters of each township shall have 
power at any annual meeting to vote a tax for the support of 
libraries established in accordance with the provisions of this 
actjand the qualified voters of any school district in which a 
district library shall be established,shall have power at any 
annual meeting of such district,to vote a district tax for the 
support of said district library. When any tax authorized by 
this section shall have been voted,it shall be reported to the 
supervisor,levied and collected in the same manner as other 
township and district taxes.
125. Sec. 13. Tbe district board of any scbooi district may donate or sell any 
library book or books belonging to suck district to tbe board of school inspectors of 
the township or townships in which said district is wholly or partly situated, which 
book or books shall thereafter form a part of the township library. [Chapter XI, 
school laws of 1893.]
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MINNESOTA
Schools laws,1891.
MINNESOTA.
t.J 'I T  (School library list.) The superintendent of public instruction and the 
presidents of the normal schools ot this State are directed to prepare a list of books, 
to be amended from time to time, suitable for school libraries, to include books of 
Jit+n^i06’ !*lstory> biography, literature, political economy, agriculture, travel, and 
science; they shall advertise m at least two leading papers for the lowest 
rates at which sellers will hll orders of school districts for books selected from this 
list, and make contracts accordingly with the lowest responsible bidder for a period 
not to exceed two years. (1887,0.121,5 1 .) 1
240. (State aid.) Any school district having purchased under this contract any one 
year a, selection of books from the list prepared and recommended by the State 
superintendent of public instruction, and having provided for their care a suitable 
bookcase, and for their attribution by the appointment of a librarian, and bv the 
adoption of suitable rule_s and regulations, and having forwarded a certified state­
ment ot the same through the county superintendent, with his endorsement, to the 
superintendent of public instruction, shall make requisition upon the State auditor 
tor one-halt the amount to be expended, who shall issue his warrant in favor of said 
district for said amount.
P r o v id e d , f ir s t ,  That no district shall receive more than twenty dollars upon the 
nrst statement, nor more than ten dollars upon the second statement, nor more than 
nve dollars upon any subsequent statement.
P ro v id ed , second, That for the purposes of the provision immediately preceding 
each township organization of schools shall be estimated as equal to four districts 
and shall be entitled to a proportionate aid in the establishing of a school library ’
1  royided, th ird , That whenever the county superintendent shall make report to the 
superintendent of public instruction that upon satisfactory investigation he finds 
that the books of any district are not properly cared for or properly used, it shall be 
his duty to exclude or suspend such district from the benefits of this act. (Id., § 2.)
. (Statement.) No more than one statement shall be made by any one district 
m any one school year. (Id., §3.)
242. (bund.) The sum of ten thousand (10,000) dollars, or so much thereof as may 
, ® liec®ssary to meet the provisions of this act, is hereby ann ually  appropriated.
M I S S I S S I P P I  (I**., y *^) [School laws of Minnesota, 1891.]
Law,1896,page 19,§4006.
Provides that trustees of separate school districts shall have 
power "to appoint librarians therefor, and enforce the rules pre­
scribed for the government of school libraries".
MISSOURI
Laws,1893.
§7979 Powers of the annual meeting.- The qualified voters as­
sembled at the annual meeting,when not otherwise provided,shall 
have power by a maloritv of the votes cast
Sec tio n  7979, it e SF5. To vote such a sum as they may deem proper for the pur­
chase of books for a district library.
Sec. 8089. (Duties, restrictions, and liability of board.) The board shall, except as 
herein provided, perform the same duties and be subject to the same restrictions and 
liabilities as the boards of other school districts acting under the general school 
laws of the State: P ro v id ed , how ever, That in cities as hereinafter specified the board 
of education shall have power to establish and maintain a library for the use of the 
public school district therein, and to appropriate such sums as they may deem proper 
for the support thereof, not to exceed in any one year two thousand five hundred 
dollars for cities of twenty thousand and under one hundred thousand inhabitants, 
and not to exceed five hundred dollars for cities of five thousand and under twenty 
thousand inhabitants, and not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars for cities of 
one thousand and under five thousand inhabitants, the population to be determined 
by the last United States or municipal census. (Laws, 1893, p. 250, amended.)
MONTANA School law,1899,article 20,sec.2000-5.
A library fund created.- Must be expended for a school library 
including books for supplementary work.
Exceytin cities of 2000 population or more,the fund consists of 
not less than bfo or more than 10 of county school fund annual-
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ly apportioned to district; Provided, that should 10/o exceed $50 
only $50 shall be apportioned.
In cities having a population of 2000 or more the fund shall 
not exceed $50 for each 500 children or fraction thereof of 300 
or more between 6&21,annually taken from school fund of county 
apportioned to such districts.
Control.- Board of trustees makes rules and regulations and are 
held responsible . They shall report annually to county super­
intendent concerning books kept in school houses.
Books.- They shall be selected from lists approved by the state 
superintendent,
NEBRASKA
No provision for school libraries.
NEVADA
"Have no school library law in this state. The trustees of the 
different (districts) can appropriate money out of the money 
derived from county taxation with which to purchase library 
books but they seldom do so." Orois Ring,Supt.of Public Inst.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
No law providing for school libraries.
NEW JERSEY
Law,1895.
192. The treasurer of the school fund, upon the order of the State superintendent 
of education, is hereby authorized and directed to pay over the sum of twenty dol­
lars, out of the income of the school fund, to every public  ^school for which there 
shall have been raised by subscription or entertainment a like sum for the same 
purpose, to establish in such school ji school library and to procure philosophical 
and chemical apparatus; and the further sum of ten dollars annually, upon a like 
order, to the said public school, upon condition that there shall have been raised by 
subscription or entertainment a like sum-for such year for the purposes aforesaid.
193. In all school districts where there are more than one schoolhouse, it shall be 
lawful to receive from the State treasury, as in said bill directed, the sum prescribed 
to be paid to each schoolhouse, and that such district shall have power to consoli­
date and establish a library in one place in said district as may be designated by 
the board of education or such power as has control of the public schools in said 
district.
191. The selection of books and apparatus shall be approved by the school trustees 
of such district.
195. The school trustees of each district shall make proper rules and regulations 
for the management, use, and safe-keeping of such libraries.
196. Whenever, in any county in this State, there shall have been raised by sub­
scription a sum of money not less than one hundred dollars for the establishment of 
a library of pedagogical books for the use of the teachers of public schools in such 
county,"the treasurer of the school fund, upon the order of the State superintendent 
of public instruction, is hereby authorized and directed to pay the sum of one hun­
dred dollars, out of the income of the school fund, to the county superintendent of 
said county; and the further sum of fifty dollars annually thereafter, upon a like 
order, upon conditions that there shall have been raised by subscription a like sum 
for such year for the purpose aforesaid.
197. The county superintendent and three teachers of public schools in such county, 
appointed by him, shall constitute a committee for the selection of said books and 
the necessary apparatus and the making of rules and regulations for the manage­
ment, use, and safe-keeping of such libraries.
198. The governor, the State comptroller, and the State superintendent of public 
instruction be and they are hereby authorized, upon its publication, to purchase and 
pay for, out of any funds not otherwise appropriated, as many copies of a political 
and legislative history of the State for the last twenty-five years, now being prepared 
by William Edgar Sackett, as they may deem proper for distribution among the public 
school libraries of this State. (School Laws of New Jersey, 1895.)
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NEW YORK
Laws,1892,chap.573.
COMMON SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
Se c tio n  1. So much of the school library money as shall be needed for that pur­
pose shall be apportioned among the several cities and school districts by the State  
superintendent of public instruction, who may, so far as consistent with law, make 
alter, or repeal any rules that he may deem proper for regulating the expenditure ot
the school library money and the administration and care of school libraries estab­
lished or maintained under authority of this act: P ro v id e d , That no portion of the 
3chool library money shall be expended except for books approved by the said superin­
tendent. Said school libraries shall consist of reference books for use in the school­
room, suitable supplementary reading books for children, or books relating to 
branches of study being pursued in the school, and pedagogic books as aids to teachers. 
And no city or school district shall share in the apportionment unless it shall raise 
and use for the same purpose an equal amount from taxation or other local sources, 
and shall also comply with the requirements of the superintendent as to the care of 
such libraries and otherwise. Library moneys shall be apportioned to the school 
districts and parts of school districts joint with parts in any city or in any adjoining 
county which shall be entitled to participate therein, as follows: To each of said dis­
tricts an amount equal to that which shall have been raised in said district for library 
purposes, either by tax or otherwise; and if  the aggregate amount so raised in the 
districts within the county shall exceed the sum apportioned to the county the said 
districts respectively shall be entitled to participate in such apportionment pro rata 
to the total amount apportioned to the county. All school library money unappor­
tioned by school commisioners and remaining in the hands of county treasurers shall, 
in each succeeding year, be added to the school library money apportioned by the 
superintendent of public instruction to the counties of the State.
Sec. 2. The school library shall be a part of the school equipment and shall be kept 
tn the school building at all times, and shall not be used as a circulating library, 
except that, so far as the rules fixed by the State superintendent shall allow, teachers 
and school officers or pupils, with the leave of the librarian, may borrow from said 
library any book not needed for reference in the schoolroom, but such persons shall 
not borrow more than one volume at a time and shall not keep the same more than 
two weeks. The beard of education or trustees shall appoint a teacher of the schools 
under their charge a3 librarian, who, with the trustees, shall be responsible for the 
safety and proper care of the books, and shall annually, and whenever required, 
make such reports concerning the library as the State superintendent may direct.
Sec. 3. All existing provisions of iaw and rules established by the superintendent 
of public instruction for the management of district libraries shall hold good as to 
the management of school libraries till altered by or in pursuance of law.
Se c . 4. Each city and school district in the State is hereby authorized to raise 
moneys by tax in the same manner as other school moneys are raised, or to receive 
moneys by gift or devise, for starting or extending or caring for the school library.
Sec. 5. Any board of education in any city or union free school district, or any 
duly constituted meeting in any other district, is hereby authorized to give any or 
all of its books or other library property to any township or other free public library 
under State supervision, or to aid in establishing such free public library, provided 
it is free to the people of such city or district. A receipt from the officers of the said 
free public library, and an approval of the transfer under seal by the regents of the 
university, shall forever thereafter relieve the said school authorities of further 
responsibility for the said library and property so transferred.
Sec. 6 . Any books or other library property belonging to any district library, and 
which have not been in direct charge of a librarian duly appointed within one year, 
may be taken and shall thereafter be owned by any public library under State super­
vision, which has received from the regents of the university written permission to 
collect such hooks or library property, and to administer the same for the benefit of 
the public: P ro v id ed , That said books or other library property shall be found in 
tlio territory for which such public library is maintained, as defined in its charter or 
in the permission granted by the regents: A n d  fu r t h e r  p ro v id ed , That, on written 
request of the school authorities, any dictionaries, cyclopedias, and pedagogic hooks 
shall be placed in the school library of the district to which such books originally 
belonged. Any person, association, or corporation having possession of books or other 
property belonging to any school, district, or other public library, except books reg­
ularly borrowed and charged for a period not yet expired, shall deliver the same 
within one month from the passage of this law to the legally appointed librarian of 
such library or of the free public library, duly authorized to take the same, as pro­
vided in this section, and willful neglect or refusal to comply with this provision 
shall he a misdemeanor.
Sec. 7. The public shall not he entitled to use any library, now or hereafter in the 
custody of the school authorities; hut said authorities may appoint three trustees 
wTio shall have the powers, duties, and responsibilities of trustees of public libraries 
incorporated by the regents, and thereafter the school authorities may transfer to 
the custody of said trustees, for the purposes of a circulating library, any of their 
library property, as provided in section five.
Sec" 8 . The State superintendent of public instruction is hereby authorized to with­
hold its share of public school moneys from any city or district which uses school 
library moneys for any other purpose than that for which they are provided, cr
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NORTH CAROLINA
No Jaw pertaining to school libraries.
NORTH DAKOTA
NORTH DAKOTA..
A r t ic l e  XXIV .— E d u c a tio n a l lib ra ry .
Sec. 252. (S. 1. c. 32, 1891. Appropriation, how paid.) There is hereby appropri­
ated, out of any funds in the State treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
three hundred (300) dollars annually, to be paid by warrant of the State auditor 
on the State treasurer upon the presentation of an itemized bill in due form by the 
State superintendent, for the purchase of reference and pedagogical books for a State 
educational library in the office of the superintendent of public instruction.
A r t ic l e  V I .— D is tr ic t  school board lib rary .
Sec. 74. (S. 14, c. 56, 1891.) It shall have power to purchase and keep for the use 
of the inhabitants of the school district a circulating library of the value of not 
more than fifty (50) dollars, to be selected by the school board from any list of books 
approved by the State superintendent and furnished to the county superintendents 
for that purpose, and it shall not purchase any books not contained in such list. 
With the consent of a majority of the voters of the school district at a meeting duly 
called for that purpose, due notice of which has been given as provided by law for 
other meetings of the voters of a-school district, the district school board may pur­
chase and select a library of the value of more than fifty (50) dollars but not to 
exceed five hundred (500) dollars in value. It shall have the care and custody of 
the library, and may'appoint as librarian any person suited thereto, including one 
of their number. It shall make rules to govern the circulation and care of the books 
while in the hands of the pupil or other person, and shall prescribe and collect penal­
ties for the injury done any book by the act, negligence, or permission of the person 
who draws the same or while in his possession. No book shall be loaned for a longer 
period than two weeks at any time to any one person, and never to any person not a 
resident of the district. The library shall be open at least once each week for the 
accommodation of its patrons. It shall, under proper rules, permit teachers to take 
books from the library to their schools for use in illustrating any subject, and for 
instruction. It may at any time exchange any part or all of its library with any 
district or person, so far as different books may be so obtained for equal values of 
the books exchanged, and may at any time accept donations of books for the library, 
but it shall exclude therefrom all books unsuited to the cultivation of good char­
acter and good morals and manners, and no sectarian publications, devoted to dis­
cussions of sectarian differences and creeds, shall be admitted to the library.
OHIO
School laws,1893.
LIBRARY LEGISLATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 585
resident of the district. The library shall be open at least once each week fo r t^ .  
accommodation of its patrons. It shall, under proper rules, permit teac]ue®H:o take 
books from the library to their schools for use in illustrating any subject, and for 
instruction. It may at any tima^exchango any paxt-or filTof its library with any 
district or person, so far as different1 books may be so obtained for equal values of 
the books exchanged, and mny^-an^Timeaccl?pt-d of books for the library,
but it shall exclude therefrom all books unsuited to'xlrB' Cultivation of good char­
acter amk^oetlTEnofals and manners, and no sectarian publications, devoted to dis- 
CUflsiGSlfof sectarian differences and creeds, shall be admitted to the library.
OHIO.
LIBRARY LEGISLATION.
Se c tio n  3995.(a )  In any district the board of education may appropriate money 
from the contingent fund for the purchase of such books, other than school books, as 
it may deem suitable for the use and improvement of the scholars and teachers of the 
district and in the purchase of philosophical or other apparatus for the demonstra­
tion of such branches of education as may be taught in the schools of the district, 
or for either of such purposes; but not more than one half of the amount herein 
authorized to be appropriated shall be expended in the purchase of such apparatus; 
(b ) such appropriations shall not exceed, in any one year, twelve hundred dollars in 
city districts containing cities of the first grade of the first class, three hundred dol­
lars in other city districts of the first class, one hundred and fifty dollars in city 
districts of the second class, and seventy-five dollars in other districts; and the 
books so purchased shall constitute a school library, the control and management of 
which shall be vested in the board of education. The board of education of any 
city of the second class, fourth grade, having a free public library organized, in pur­
suance of law, may allow such free public library association the use and control of 
the public school library, subject, however, to such rules, regulations, and restric­
tions as said board of education may prescribe for the use and control thereof. [72 
v.,29, $ 51; 78 v.. 110.1
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compensation on roff cauljy the 'secretary, an(l suck librarian, assistants, and help 
sliall be employed by a vote in tlie same manner. [76 v., 50, § 2; 78 v., 132; 80 v., 172.] 
Se c . 4002. For the purpose of increasing and maintaining tlie public library in 
said city, and the territory thereto attached for school purposes, such library board 
may levy annually a tax of two and one-half tenths of one mill on each dollar valua­
tion of the taxable property of the city and the territory thereto attached tor school 
purposes, to be levied, collected, and paid in the same manner as are the school taxes 
of the city; all moneys appropriated, received, or collected by tax for the library 
shall bo expended under the direction of the library board in purchasing such books, 
pamphlets, papers, magazines, periodicals, journals, and other property as may be 
deemed suitable for the public library, and in payment of all other charges and 
expenses, including compensation to the librarian, assistants and help that may be 
incurred in increasing and maintaining the library; and the pay rolls and all war­
rants upon the treasurer given to pay such expenditures, upon the order ot the 
library board, be certified by the president and secretary _of such board, and paid by 
the treasurer of the city from such library fund. [76 v., 50, § 3; 80 v., 103.]
Se c . 4003. In all cities, which at the last Federal census had, or at any subsequent 
Federal census may have, a population of ten thousand five hundred and niimty-two, 
it shall be lawful to merge any public library therein heretofore established with 
anv other library or reading room therein existing; but the library formed by such 
consolidation shall bo kept open for the use of the public at all reasonable hours.
^ S e c . 4004? The7  board7?)f education of every such city shall, at its first regular 
meeting after the second Monday in June, 1879, elect by ballot three suitable persons, 
residents of the city, but other than members of such board, who shall be known as 
the library committee of the city, one to serve for one year, one for two years, and 
one for three, and until their successors are duly elected and qualified, and shall, 
annually thereafter, elect in like manner one person with the same qualifications, to 
serve for three years, and until his successor is elected and qualified, ana any vacancy 
in such committee shall be filled for the unexpired term at its first regular meeting 
of the board held after the same occurs. [75 v., 541, § 2; 76 v., 9., V y l
Se c . 4005. Such committee shall report in writing to the boara of education at 
least once each year, and oftener if required by the board, and shall have entire 
charge and control of the school library in the city, with lull power to make all 
rules and regulations for the government and regulation thereof, to employ a kbra- 
rian, and such assistants and help as may be needed for its care and protection, and to 
require of the librarian such bond as they may deem proper for the faithful perform­
ance of his duties, and to attend to the drawing and return of books; but the salary
of such librarian, and the rate of compensation of such assistants and help, shall be 
fixed by resolution prior to such employment. [76 v., 97, § 3.]
Se c . 4006. For the purpose of increasing and maintaining school libraries in cities 
mentioned in section forty hundred and three of the Revised Statutes of Ohio, and 
the territory thereto attached for school purpose , men library committee in such 
cases is authorized to annually levy a tax of two-tenths ux one mill on the dollar 
valuation of the taxable property of such cities aforesaid, and the territory thereto 
attached for school purposes, to bo assessed, collected, and paid in the same manner 
as are the school taxes of such cities; and all money appropriated or collected by 
tax for such library shall be expended under the direction of said library committee 
in the purchase of such books, pamphlets, papers, magazines, periodicals, and jour­
nals as may bo deemed suitable for the public school library, and in payment of all 
other costs and charges, including the salaries of the librarian and assistants, that
may be incurred in maintaining such libraries, the bills and pay rolls for which said g v ^ b  V 1  O W Gd t  O
expenditures shall, upon the order of the library committee, be certified by tlm * ,
chairman and secretary of such committee, and paid by the treasurer of the board of 0 01 fund ±OF theiF 
education of said city from such library fund. [55 v., 541, § 2; 76 v., 97, § 4; 78 v., 4. v, ~ •» m 4- o  y*o  c 4- ei76.] [Ohio school laws, 1893.] s as zne interests---- - — -- e and apparatus
shall be kept for the use of the pupils and teachers; provided , 
that,the yearly expenditures therefor shall not exceed $50 in 
districts receiving $500 or over from the common school fund, 
and 10^ thereof in districts receiving less than $500 therefrom.
Note-(State supT) This is not quit but almost in the same 
terms as part of subdivision 10 of sec.l of the act approved 
Feb.17,1887...yet as tis sec. has never been expressly repealed 
and is now necessarily in direct conflict with the later act 
both are given.
Law,1887.
§10...The directors of school districts are hereby allowed to 
provide from time to time with the common school fund for their 
districts,for the insurance of their school buildingsand for the 
purchase of globes,charts,maps,and other apparatus for use in 
theirschools;and such apparatus shall be kept at the school 
house during each term of school for the use of the pupils and 
teachers:provided,that the yearly expenditures thereof shall 
not exceed the sum of $75 per year in districts receiving $500
120
or over from the common school fund,and not to exceed $30 in all 
other districts receiving less than $500 therefrom.
PENNSYLVANIA
School laws,1894.
of such librarian, and the rate of compensation of such assistants and help, shall he 
fixed by resolution prior to such employment. [76 v., 97, § 3.]
Se c . 4006. For the purpose of increasing and maintaining school libraries in cities 
mentioned in section forty hundred and three of the Revised Statutes of Ohio, and 
the territory thereto attached for school purposes, such library committee m such 
cases is authorized to annually levy a tax of two-tenths of one mill on the dollar 
valuation of the taxable property of such cities aforesaid, and the territory thereto 
attached for school purposes, to be assessed, collected, and paid in the same manner 
as are the school taxes of such cities; and all money appropriated or collected by 
tax for such library shall be expended under the direction of said library committee 
in the purchase of such books, pamphlets, papers, magazines, periodicals, and jour­
nals as may be deemed suitable for the public school library, and m payment ot all 
Dther costs and charges, including the salaries of the librarian and assistants, that 
may be incurred in maintaining such libraries, the bills and pay rolls for which said 
expenditures shall, upon the order of the library committee, be certihed by the 
diairman and secretary of such committee, and paid by the treasurer of the hoard ot 
education of said city from such library fund. [55 v., 541, $ 2; 76 v., 97, § 4; 78 rr, 
L76.] [Ohio school law s, 1893.]
PENNSYLVANIA.
DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES.
269. That whenever, by subscription or otherwise, a collection of books, or funds
■ ,o purchase the same, shall have been obtained to form a public library in and tor 
my common school district in this Commonwealth, it shall be the duty of the board 
ef directors thereof, for the time being, to select the most suitable schoolhouse 
herein in which said library shall be placed, preferring, if otherwise expedient, the 
ichoolhouse in which the district institute is held, and to provide out of the school 
■ imds of the district a suitable case or cases for said library, and for such additional 
books as may annually be added thereto. . .
270. That it shall be the duty of the said directors to receive into the district 
reasury all moneys contributed or otherwise obtained for the purchase or increase 
>f the district library, and to select and purchase the books therefor, or to appoint 
i committee of the board or of not less than three citizens of the district, to make 
inch selection and purchase, and also from time to time thereafter to make addi­
tional selections and purchases in the same manner, but that no books shall be 
lonated or placed in said library without the approbation and consent of the selcct- 
ng committee, nor shall the proper board of directors appropriate any of the school 
unds of the district to the purchase of books for the library, except such works ot 
i strictly professional character, as shall be necessary and proper tor the study and 
inprovement of the teachers of the proper district; and all moneys received by said 
joard for library purposes shall be annually accounted for at the settlement ot its 
iccounts, in the same manner as common school funds are now by law accounted tor.
271. That the legal possession and ownership of the books, cases, and other append- 
to-es of the district library shall be and remain in the proper board of directors 
md their successors in office as trustees for the district, and that the felonious tak- 
n«” and carrying away thereof, or of any part thereof, or of any book, article ot 
ipparatus or furniture, from or belonging to any common schoolhouse, shall and is 
lerebv declared to be larceny, and the breaking into a common schoolhouse at night 
with intent to commit larceny, as herein set forth, or any felony, shall and is hereby 
leclared to be burglary, and that any larceny or burglary so committed shall be
punished as in other cases under existing statutes. ,. . . .
272. That any person over twelve years of age, and resident m the proper district, 
whether contributor or not to the library, shall be entitled, without charge, to the 
use of the books thereof, according to the rules and regulations tkereot; but that no 
book shall be issued to any minor without the order of his or her parent, guardian or 
master, who shall thereupon become liable to all the penalties for the aouse, loss, or 
undue detainment of any book by said minor; and all entries of the issue ot books 
duly made in the library list by the librarian at the time of such issue shall he 
prima facia evidence thereof in a suit for any penalty, or for the value ot any boo '.
273. That the proper board of directors, and their successors m office, shall make, 
and from time to time as shall be proper, alter and amend the necessary rules and 
regulations for the care, issue, use, and return of the books o± the district library, 
and ordain such penalties for the abuse, loss, or undue detainment thereof as to 
them shall seem just and proper, which penalties shall be recoverable as debts ot 
like amount are now by law recoverable; and such penalties shall either be payab e 
to the librarian in compensation of his services, or into the library lund, as tue
proper board of directors shall determine.
274. That the secretary of the proper board of directors, or such other member as
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RHODE ISLAND
Law ,1896,chap.55.
§2 Every school district may.. .establish a.nd maintain a school 
library.
Public statutes,1882-83.
C h a p t e r  47, s e c t io n  6 . The board of education may cause to be paid" annually 
to and for the use of each free public library established and maintained in the State, 
and to be expended in the purchase of books therefor, a sum not exceeding fifty 
dollars for the first five hundred volumes included in such library, and twenty-five 
dollars for every additional five hundred volumes therein: P r o v id e d , That the annual 
payment for the benefit of any one such library shall not exceed the sum of five 
hundred dollars.
Sec. 7. The board of education shall from time to time establish rules prescribing 
the character of the books which shall constitute such a library as will be entitled 
to the benefits conferred by the preceding section, regulating the management of 
such library so as to secure the free use of the same to the people of the town and 
neighborhood in which it shall be established, and directing the mode in which the 
sums paid in pursuance of this chapter shall be expended. No library shall receive any 
benefit under the foregoing provisions, unless such rules shall have been complied 
with by those in charge thereof, nor until they shall have furnished to said board 
satisfactory evidence of the number and character of the books contained in said 
library.
Sec. 8. Every payment herein authorized shall be made by the general treasurer 
upon the order of the commissioner of public schools, approved by the board of 
education, and payable to the librarian or other person having charge of such library 
or of the funds applied to its support designated by said board.
SOUTH CAROLINA
"We have no special library law provision. The boards of trustees 
under the supervision of the county boards of education have 
general powers,to execute the orders of the state board of ed­
ucation which bos-rd has power to adopt a list of books for 
school and library use." W.D.Mayfield,State Supt.of Education.
SOUTH DAKOTA
School law,1897,chap.5.
§11 The district school board shall provide for each school in 
the district one Webster’s International dictionary. And they 
may also provide for each school other high grade library books 
and books of reference as they may deem for the best interests 
of the schoolsjprovided,said expense shall not exceed $10 for 
any school in one year...
TENNESSEE
School law,1898.
Sec.20§5 School directors have power "to use the school fund 
apportioned to their district,derived from donations or other 
sources,in such manner as will promote the interest of the 
schools in their respective districts."
Note) Directors can purchase school property,build school 
houses and furnish the same,buy apparatus,books for indigent 
pupils,fuel,and such other supplies as may he necessary.
School law,1899,.
No law relating to libraries.
TEXAS
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UTAH
Lav/ ,1897, chap. 6.
Sec.4 Powers and duties of trusties. They, shall have power to 
establish and support school libraries...
VERMONT
No school library law.
VIRGINIA
NO public school library law.
WASHINGTON
No law for school libraries.
WEST VIRGINIA
No school library law.
WISCONSIN
Statutes of 1898.
SCHOOL LIBRARY LAW.
Section 48-a, as amended by chapter 272 of the laws of 1899. The 
treasurer of every town, incorporated village, or city of the fourth 
class m this state, shall withhold annually from the apportion­
ment received from the school fund or other income for the school 
district or districts, the schoolhouse or schoolhouses of which are 
located in his town, village or city, an amount equal to ten cents 
per capita for each person of school age residing therein, for the 
purchase of library books as hereinafter provided. Between the 
first days of May and September of each year, the town, village, 
or city clerk, except th^t in cities having a board of education 
such board of education, or a majority thereof, shall act in place 
of the city clerk, shall, with the assistance and advice of the 
county or city superintendent of schools, as the case may be, ex­
pend all such money in the purchase of books selected from the 
list prepared by the state superintendent, for the use of the sev­
eral school districts from which money has been so withheld, said 
books to be distributed among said districts, in proportion to the 
amount of money withheld from each. In the case of joint dis­
tricts between one or more towns, a town or towns and an incor­
porated vihage or city, the treasurer or treasurers of the town or 
towns, shall transmit to the treasurer of the town, village or city 
in which the schoolhouse or houses may be located, on or before 
the first day of June of each year, an amount equal to ten cents 
per capita for each person of school age residing in that part of 
the joint district in his town at the time of the last annual 
school census. The state superintendent shall prepare, as often 
as he shall deem necessary, lists of books suitable for school dis­
trict libraries, and furnish copies of such list to each town, vil­
lage or city clerk, or secretary of the board of education, and to 
each county or city superintendent, from which lists the above 
designated officers shall select and purchase books for use in such 
school libraries. Each town, village or city clerk, or secretary of 
the board of education, shall keep a record of the books so pur­
chased and distributed in a book i rovided for that purpose. For 
such services propeily performed, each clerk or secretary shall l e 
allowed two ( ollars per day for each day actually and necessarily 
devoted thereto, such sum to be paid out of the town, village or 
city treasury.
Section 2. The state superintendent shall have authority to 
suspend the operation of this act in any school district, town, 
village or city which shall maintain a free public library by giving 
due notice of such suspension to the clerk of such school district, 
town, village or city.
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WYOMING
School law,1899,chap.3.
§531(Powers of district meeting)
To vote such sum of money as the meeting shall deem suffi­
cient for any of the following purposes.. .for procuring libra­
ries for the schools,books and stationary for the use of the 
board and district meetings...
To vote a sum not exceeding $100 in any one year to procure 
a district library,consisting of such books as they may direct 
any person to procure.
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APPENDIX D
Legislation relating to library commissions.
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COLORADO
Laws,1899,chap.116.
An act providing for the appointment and prescribing the 
powers and duties of a state board of library coiamissionersand 
making an appropriation therefor.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Colora­
do .
Sec.1 There is hereby created a board of library commissioners 
to consist of five persons,residents of the state who shall 
serve without compensation. Upon the passage of this act the 
governor shall immediately appoint one person to serve for one 
year,one for two years,one for three years,one for four years, 
and one for five years and annually thereafter one for five 
years. The governor shall fill all vacancies for the unexpired 
term. The term of office for the commissioners shall begin on 
April 15. The commissioners shall annually elect a president 
and secretary.
Sec.2 The commissioners shall give assistance ,advice and coun­
sel to all free libraries in ths state,to all committees which 
may propose to establish them and to all persons interested 
as to the best means of establishing and administering such li­
braries, the selection of books,cataloging,maintenance and other 
details of library management,as it shall find practicable. The 
commission may also send its members to aid in organiz^ting new 
libraries or improving those already established.
Sec.3 Every library supported wholly or in part by public flunds 
shall "make an annual report to the commission in a fonn desig­
nated by the commission. This includes public libraries,schools, 
colleges and universities,state and supreme court libraries.
Sec.4 The commission shall make a biennial report to the gover­
nor and 500 copies of this report shall be published as other 
official reports are published.
Sec.5 The board may expend a sum not exceeding $250 annually
for clerkical assistance and incidental necessary expenses,in­
cluding tracing expenses in discharge of its duties and all 
sums expended under the provision of this act shall be paid by 
the state treasurer on warrant of the auditor of state,after 
the bills have been approved by the president and secretary of 
the board.
Sec.6 There is hereby appropriated out of the moneyin the state 
treasury not otherwise appropriated a sura sufficient to pay the 
amount aforesaid.
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CONNECTIGUT
Below will be found the law relating to libraries passed 
by the General Assembly of 1 8 9 3 , and found on page 3 2 1 
of the Public Acts :
s  Xhe State Board of Education shall annually appoint five persons
of any public school may ask sard c o m m i t t e e and any
— l . - —
“‘"iT 1, L » * ““-h;
r r l  »-■ <« >- «**“ —  - -  iib'“>'
“ 4 " s r j ^ r « “ dt ”s , . . .  .h .u  w « » Mu,  , . » ? a
- rss -*«- -—
“ 1* s “  " W ^ L  ,l . ,n  b .  by ™ » .  .1  ~
b J “ 1 £ k « .  "I - y  r-bii« library «  «  «“  Publ“ U W r
Committee.
The following act was passed by the General Assembly of 
18 9 5  and will be found on page 63 2  of the Public Acts :
Chapter C C L X X X I V
Section i The libraries established under the provisions of Chapter 
clxxviii of the public acts of 1893. and any free public library recem ng a 
state appropriation, shall annually make a report to the Connecticut pu
library committee. . . , . , .
Sec 2 The Connecticut public library committee is authorized to -
pend annually for any such library a sum not to exceed the amount annual y 
appropriated and expended by the town, or in the case of a town whose grand 
list does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, the amount annually appro­
priated and expended from any source, for the increase of s^ dl.brary an 
to exceed one hundred dollars, the said sum to be expended for books 
by said committee.
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GEORGIA
(From advance sheets “Laws of Georgia, 1897,” page 93.)
An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of libraries in the
State of Georgia, and for other purposes.
S e c t i o n  1 . Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia, 
and it is hereby enacted by authority of the same, That from and 
after the passage of this act the Governor shall appoint five persons 
who shall constitute a State Library Commission, and no person shall 
be eligible to appointment on said commission wTho is interested in 
any publication house or the sale of any book or books, or agent for 
the same. The members of said commission shall be appointed for a 
term of three years, and shall annually elect a chairman and a sec­
retary.
S ec . 2. Be it further enacted, That the commission shall give ad­
vice and counsel to all libraries in the State and to all communities 
which may propose to establish them, as to the best means of estab­
lishing and administering such libraries, the selection of books, cat­
aloging and other details of library management. The commission 
may also send its members to aid in organizing new libraries or im­
proving those already established. The commission shall make bi­
ennial reports to the Governor.
S ec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no member of this commis­
sion nor the secretary shall receive any compensation for services or 
traveling expenses as a member of this commission, nor shall the 
State pay any expenses whatever that may be incurred in any way by 
this commission.
S ec . 4. Be it further enacted, That this act shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage and publication.
S ec . 5. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws in 
conflict with this act be, and the same are, hereby repealed.
Approved December 16, 1897.
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INDIANA
THE INDIANA
LIBRARY LAW
AND
RULES OF THE
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
COMMISSION
THE INDIANA
LIBRARY LAW
AND
RULES OF THE
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
COMMISSION
THE HOLLENBECK PRESS 
INDIANAPOLIS
THE LIBRARY LAW
( C H A P T E R  C l l l ,  A C T S  O F  1 899 ,  P A G E  134)
An a c t  c o n c e r n in g  l i b r a r i e s , p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e
ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAVELING LIBRARIES AND 
TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES, PROVIDING FOR THE AP­
POINTMENT OF OFFICERS FOR THE CONTROL AND 
MANAGEMENT OF SUCH LIBRARIES, PROVIDING 
FOR THE LEVY, COLLECTION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF TAXES FOR TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES, PROVIDING 
FOR THE APPROPRIATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
CERTAIN FUNDS, REPEALING ALL LAWS IN CON­
FLICT THEREWITH, AND DECLARING AN EMER­
GENCY.
S e c t io n  1. B e  i t  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  
A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I n d i a n a , That there 
is hereby created a Public Library Commission, 
which shall be composed of three members, ap­
pointed by the Governor, who shall serve without 
compensation except as herein provided, each for 
the term of four years, except that one of the 
members first so appointed by the Governor shall 
be appointed for a term of two years only, and one 
for one year. The State Librarian shall be e x  
o f f i c i o  secretary of said commission.
S ec. 2. Said Public Library Commission shall 
have the control and management of the traveling 
libraries hereinafter provided for; shall purchase 
the books and collection of books therefor and 
equipment for the same ; shall adopt rules and 
(3)
regulations for loaning such books and collection 
of books to library associations and to the persons 
entitled to borrow the same, and shall provide for 
and require such security or guaranty for the safe 
return of such books or collection of books as may 
be deemed advisable ; shall prepare lists of books 
suitable for public libraries and obtain prices for 
the same and furnish such lists whenever required ; 
shall furnish information or advice as to the 
organization, maintenance or administration of 
any library in the state whenever requested so 
to do by the librarian or trustees. The Public 
Library Commission shall keep a complete record 
of library associations and other organizations and 
persons entitled to borrow books of such traveling 
libraries and of transactions therewith, and he 
shall include in his biennial report a summary of 
the facts of public interest and value in relation 
thereto.
S ec. 3. There is hereby appropriated out of any 
funds in the treasury not otherwise specifically 
appropriated the sum of three thousand dollars 
($3,000) for the purchase of books and collections 
of books and the equipment for traveling libraries. 
The books so purchased shall be in the care of the 
State Librarian, but shall be kept separate from 
the other books of the state library. The books 
so purchased shall be divided into sets or libraries 
of said commission and loaned to library associa­
tions and other organizations and persons as 
herein provided.
S ec. 4. Any five or more citizens may organize 
a library association, which on furnishing security 
satisfactory to said commission, shall be entitled 
J4)
to the use of the traveling libraries under the 
rules and regulations of said commission, and 
without charge further than all expenses of trans­
portation of said libraries. Any local library, 
literary or other club, agricultural or other society, 
grange, college, seminary, university extension 
center, study circle or other association, shall have 
the use of said traveling libraries on furnishing 
satisfactory security and complying with the rules 
and regulations as aforesaid.
Sec. 5. There is hereby appropriated out of any 
funds in the treasury not otherwise appropriated 
the sum of five hundred dollars ($500) annually, 
to be expended under the direction of said com­
mission, for clerical assistance to the State L i­
brarian and other expenses of said commission 
made necessary by this act, including traveling 
expenses of the members of said commission in 
the discharge of their duties.
Sec. 6. The librarian or trustees of any free 
public library may apply to said Public Library 
Commission for advice as to all matters pertaining 
to the organization, maintenance or administra­
tion of their library; and said commission shall 
give such advice and personal attention as may be 
necessary.
Sec. 7. On the written petition of fifty legal 
voters of any township filed with the County Clerk 
not less than fifteen days prior to a township elec­
tion the County Board of Election Commissioners 
shall cause to be printed on the township ballots 
for such township the words “ For a township 
library tax,” “ Yes,” “ No.” If in the election a 
majority of the votes cast on said question shall 
(5)
be in the affirmative the Township Trustee shall 
thereafter levy annually a tax of one-fifth of a mill 
on each dollar of the property taxable in said 
township for the establishment and support of a 
township library free to all inhabitants of such 
township, which tax shall be levied, assessed, col­
lected and paid as other township taxes are levied, 
assessed, collected and paid: P r o v i d e d , That
after such library has been established such tax 
levy shall be discontinued when, under the above 
provision, the majority of the votes cast on said 
question shall be in the negative: P r o v i d e d
f u r t h e r , That if there be located in said township 
a public library open to the use of all the in­
habitants thereof, then the proceeds of said tax 
shall be paid to said public library : P r o v i d e d
f u r t h e r , That in any township in which there has 
been, or may hereafter be, established by private 
donations a library of the value of twenty-five 
thousand dollars or more, including the real estate 
and buildings used for said library, for the use 
and benefit of all the inhabitants thereof, the 
Township Trustee of such township shall annually 
levy and collect not more than six cents on the 
hundred dollars upon the taxable property within 
the limits of such township, which shall be paid 
to the trustees of such library, and be applied by 
them to the purchase of books for said library and 
to the cost of the maintenance thereof, and said 
trustee may, with the consent of the board of com­
missioners of the county, when it shall become 
necessary to purchase additional ground for the 
extension or protection of library buildings already 
established by such private donation, annually 
(6)
levy and collect not more than five cents on the 
hundred dollars upon all taxable property of said 
township for not more than three years suc­
cessively, which shall be expended by said trustees 
in the purchase of said property and the erection 
and enlargement of library building thereon.
S e c . 8. In any township where a free public 
library is established as above provided there shall 
be established a township library board composed 
of the school township trustee and two residents 
of the township, to be appointed by the Judge of 
the Circuit Court (one of whom shall be a woman). 
Of the first two members of such board so ap­
pointed one shall be appointed for a term of two 
years and one for four years and thereafter the 
term of office shall be four years. Such library 
board shall have control of the purchase of books 
and the management of such library and shall 
serve without compensation. Said library shall 
be the property of the school township, and the 
School Township Trustees shall be responsible for 
the safe preservation of the same. Said board 
shall be entitled to the possession and custody of 
any books remaining in the old township library 
in such township; and such board shall be em­
powered to receive donations, bequests and lega­
cies for and on behalf of such library, and shall 
be entitled to receive from the Public Library 
Commission and State Librarian copies of all 
documents of this state available for distribution. 
Before the purchase of any books the Township 
Library Board shall consult the Public Library 
Commission.
S ec. 9. The State Librarian and the Public 
Library Commission shall supply any library of 
this state with copies of official documents and 
publications of the state in his custody available 
for distribution within the state.
Sec. 10. No member of the Public Library 
Commission shall be in any way connected with 
the business of publishing or selling books.
Sec. 11. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.
Sec. 12. It is hereby declared that an emergency 
exists for the immediate taking effect of this act, 
and the same shall be in force from and after its 
passage.
RILES OF THE PIBLIC LIBRARY 
COMMISSION OF INDIANA
R u l e  1. All forms and blanks herein provided 
for will be furnished free on application to the 
Secretary of the Public Library Commission care 
of State Library, Indianapolis, Indiana, and must 
be used for the purposes herein designated.
R u l e  2. Any five or more persons may organize 
an associate library by adopting a name for the 
same and electing a president, secretary and li­
brarian, and may obtain the use of the Indiana 
Traveling Libraries by furnishing bond as herein­
after provided, and filing their petition with the 
Public Library Commission as follows :
S t a t e  o f  I n d ia n a , )
...................... C o u n t y , )
This certifies that the following named persons
of ...................  township,......................  county,
(here insert names) ...............................................
have organized t h e ...................associate library,
and have elected ................... whose postoffice
address i s ................... , Ind., as librarian thereof,
and have authorized him (or her) and hereby 
authorize him (or her) to conduct the corre­
spondence and transact such other business with 
the Public Library Commission on their behalf as 
may be necessary in the matter of obtaining the 
benefits of the traveling libraries of Indiana.
........................  , President.
.......................... , Secretary.
(9)
R u l e  3. Any local library, literary or other 
club, agricultural society, grange, college, semi­
nary, university extension center, study circle or 
other association desiring the use of the traveling 
libraries shall elect a librarian, and shall file with 
the Public Library Commission its bond as here­
inafter provided and its petition as follows :
S t a t e  o f  I n d ia n a , )
......................C o u n t y , )
This certifies that (here name the institution or
organization)...................o f .....................county,
desires the privileges of an associate library, and
has elected ...................whose postoffice address
i s .................... Indiana, as librarian of said asso­
ciation, and has authorized and hereby authorizes 
him (or her) to conduct the correspondence and 
transact such other business with the Public 
Library Commission in its behalf as may be neces­
sary in the matter of obtaining the benefits of the 
traveling libraries of Indiana.
..........................Presiding Officer.
..........................Secretary.
R u l e  4. Any application for the privileges of an 
associate library shall be accompanied by a bond 
with two freeholder sureties for the proper use 
and care of the books as follows :
S t a t e  o f  I n d ia n a , )
......................C o u n t y , )
Know all men by these presents t h a t ...............
...................residents and freeholders o f ..............
county, Ind., are held and firmly bound under the 
state of Indiana in the penal sum of one hundred 
dollars, well and truly to be paid. The condition
(10)
of this obligation is that whereas the (name of
organization) ...................  has made application
for the use of the Indiana Traveling Libraries and 
has elected ...................as librarian, for the pur­
poses thereof, now if the said (name of organiza­
tion) ..........................  and the members thereof
shall duly and fully comply with all the rules now 
in force or which may hereafter be adopted, regu­
lating the loaning of traveling libraries, and shall 
reimburse for all books at any time loaned said 
applicants and which may be lost, stolen or 
destroyed and for any and all injuries to books so 
loaned and for all injuries to the cases or other 
receptacles containing said books within thirty 
days after due notice of said loss or injury given 
by the Public Library Commission, then this 
obligation to be void, otherwise to be in full force 
and effect; provided that there shall be no liabil­
ity herein incurred for reasonable wear of said 
books, cases or other receptacles.
W e ,...................... and ..............•.........sureties
on the above bond being each severally sworn say
each for himself that he is a resident o f ...............
county, state of Indiana, and that he has property 
in said county subject to execution of more than 
one hundred dollars in excess of any legal ex­
emption or claim of any kind.
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 
day o f ............ . 189..
(11)
R u l e  5. The applicant or applicants as well as 
the sureties upon the bond above provided for are 
alike responsible for any loss or injury to books 
and cases or other receptacles containing the same, 
other than reasonable wear. The amount of 
damages for loss or injuries will in all cases be 
assessed by the Public Library Commission, and 
shall not exceed the cost of the book or the article 
injured.
R u l e  6. The librarian of each association as 
above provided for shall have charge of the books, 
cases or other receptacles containing the same, 
and shall control and circulate said books in ac­
cordance with the rules prescribed by the Public 
Library Commission and shall make such report 
respecting their use as the Public Library Com­
mission may require. He shall also have charge 
of the transportation of said libraries and shall be 
treasurer of the associate library for such assess­
ments as are necessary to meet the expenses of 
transportation.
R u l e  7. Any traveling library must be returned 
to the State Library within three months from 
the date of its loan, unless permission for a longer 
retention is asked and obtained from the Public 
Library Commission, but in such case such library 
is subject to recall on demand if it is desired else­
where. The books must be well and securely 
packed in the cases for transportation and must 
be returned by express unless other arrangements 
are specially made with the Public Library Com­
mission. The commission will obtain special rates 
for transportation whenever possible, and to obtain 
the advantage of these, borrowers will have to pay
transportation charges in advance to the commis­
sion. When not paid in advance the libraries will 
be sent “ collect ” and a failure to receive a library 
so sent will forfeit library privileges. Return 
charges must be paid in advance by the borrower.
R u l e  8. Turning down leaves of books, notes, 
corrections of the press, or marks of any kind, are 
expressly forbidden. Unnecessary soiling of the 
books will be treated as an injury requiring com­
pensation.
R ule 9. A Traveling Library may be exchanged 
for another at or before the end of three months 
on request, and these exchanges may continue as 
long as the rules of the Public Library Commis­
sion are observed. For any willful violation of 
the rules, the Public Library Commission may 
suspend the privilege of the use of the libraries 
until satisfactory reparation is made.
R u l e  10. The Associate Libraries may loan 
books of the Traveling Libraries to their members 
and to such other persons as such Associate 
Library may deem proper and responsible. No 
person shall be entitled to retain any volume for 
more than two weeks in succession if there are 
other applicants for the same. If there are no 
other applicants the librarian may permit a 
volume to be renewed. If any person shall retain 
a volume beyond the authorized time a fine of 
three cents shall be imposed by the librarian for 
each day of such retention.
R u l e  11. The librarian of each Associate 
Library shall keep a record of the use of the books 
of each Traveling Library on the blank forms 
provided in connection with the library, and shall 
(13)
also keep a record of the age of readers as in­
dicated on said form.
Rule 12. When a Traveling Library is to be 
returned, the librarian of the Associate Library 
shall duly notify the State Librarian of the date 
of shipment and the route by which the same is 
sent. If books are injured in transportation 
through carelessness in packing the injury will be 
considered as occurring while in possession of the 
Associate Library.
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IOWA
Became a lav/ March, 1900
A BILL
FOR AN ACT TO PROM OTE TH E ESTAB­
LISHM ENT AND EFFICIEN CY OF FR EE 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND PUBLIC 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN TH E STATE 
OF IOWA.
Be it Enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa:
Section i. The governor shall appoint four 
persons, at least two of whom shall be women, who, 
with the state librarian and superintendent of public 
instruction and president of the State University, 
shall constitute a state library commission. The 
first members appointed by the governor shall be 
appointed for terms of two, three, four and five years 
from the first day of July, 19 0 0 , and all subsequent 
appointments shall be for terms of five years, except 
appointments to fill vacancies. The commission shall 
annually elect a chairman.
Sec. 2 . The commission shall give advice and 
counsel to all free libraries and to all public school 
libraries in the state, and to all communities which 
may propose to establish them, as to the best means 
of establishing and administering such libraries, the 
selection of books, cataloguing, and other details of 
library management. The commission may also send 
its members to aid in organizing new libraries or in 
improving those already established, and cooperate 
with the trustees of the State Library in the develop­
ment of the travelling library system. The commis­
sion shall make a biennial report to the governor, 
t ,000 copies of which shall be published as other 
official reports are published.
Sec. 3 . The commission shall each year obtain 
from all" free public libraries and all public school 
libraries reports showing the condition, growth, de­
velopment and manner of conducting said libraries, 
and shall obtain reports froni other libraries in the 
state at their discretion, and shall furnish annually to 
the Secretary of State such information for publica­
tion in the Iowa Official Register as may be deemed 
of public interest.
Sec. 4 . Said commission shall employ a secretary 
not of its own number, who shall serve at the will of 
the commission, and for such compensation and 
under such conditions as it shall determine. It shall 
be the duty of said secretary to keep a record of the 
proceedings of the commission, to keep accurate ac­
counts of its financial transactions, and to act under 
the direction of the commission in organizing new 
libraries and improving those already established, 
and in general to perform such other duties as may 
be assigned him by the commission. In addition to 
his salary he, shall be allowed his necessary travelling 
expenses while absent from his office in the service 
of the commission, the same to be certified and paid 
in the same manner as other expenses incurred by the 
commission. Said commission shall have its office 
at the office of the state librarian.
Sec. 5 . No member of the commission shall ever 
receive any compensation for services as a member, 
but the travelling expenses of members in attending 
meetings of the commission or in visiting or estab­
lishing libraries, and other incidental and necessary 
expenses connected with the work of the commission, 
shall be paid, including compensation and expenses 
of the secretary mentioned in section 4  of this act, 
provided that the whole amount of said expenses, in­
cluding secretary’s salary, shall not exceed the sum 
of two thousand dollars in any one vear. All bills 
incurred by the commission or by its members under 
this law shall be certified by the chairman and secre­
tary of the commission to the state treasurer, who
shall cause the same to be paid from the state treasury, 
and there is hereby annually appropriated from the 
general funds in the state treasury not otherwise ap­
propriated tne sum of two thousand dollars to carry 
into effect the provisions of this act.
Sec. 6 . This act shall take effect and be in full 
force from and after its passage and publication.
'
Agreed upon and recommended in *foint meeting 
of the following committees, at Des Moines, NoVenP 
ber 14 th, 1 8 9 9 :
State Federation of Woman s Clubs. A
Committee on Libraries— < “’I
MRS. A. J. BARKLEY, Boond,
MRS. D. W. NORRIS, GrinneU,
MRS. ORA BURLESON, Webster City.'
Special Committee on Library Coi^iission— 
MRS. HA RRIET C. TOW NER, Corning, 
MRS. CARRIE M. HAWLEYwDes Moines, 
MRS. FLORA PRESTON, F^rt Dodge.
P. E. 0 .
Committee on Library Commission*—*
MRS. W. P. JOHNSTON, Des Moines, 
MRS. W ALTER CAMPBELL, Oskaloosa, 
MRS. IDA TAYLOR M’KINNJEY, DeWitt.
State Library Association.
Legislative Committee—
F. F. DAWLEY, Cedar Rapids,
JOHNSON BRIGHAM, Des Moines,-•
A. P. FLEMING, Des Moines. J*
I
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KAESAS
Law,1899,chap.163.
Sec.l Thatthe directors of the state library be and they are 
hereby authorized and empowered to appoint three persons who 
together with the state librarian and the president of the Kan­
sas state social science federation of clubs shall constitute a 
board to be known as the Kansas traveling libraries commission, 
of which the state librarian shall be exofficio chairman. The 
length of the term of office of the appointive members, of such 
commission shall be for three years and until their sucessors 
are appointed and qualified,the first term beginning oiS the 
first day of July,1899. But of the three appointed in the first 
instance one shall be appointed for one year,one for two years, 
and the third for three years,and thereafter one member shall 
be appointed each year.
Sec.2 That the Kansas traveling libraries commission shall have 
the management of the traveling library department of the state 
library,shall make such rules for the government of such depart­
ment and the use of the books and other property thereof as the; 
deem necessary and under such regulations as they may prescribe 
they may send out temporarily from the miscellaneous department 
of the state library such books (not including reference books 
or other books inapporate for such purposes) as may be designatd 
for that purpose by the directors of the state library,and any 
books specially given or bought for such traveling libraries, 
to any library in the state,or to any community or organization 
not yet having an established library,but has conformed to the 
conditions of said regulations of said commission. And such 
books when so sent out to such library,community or organization 
shall be kept there for t>ie use of the public,subject to such 
reasonable regulations with reference thereto as may be adopted 
by said commission. And said commission shall from time to time 
so send out and distribute such books throughout the state,and 
atsuitable intervals change auch distribute in such manner as 
to secure to the greatest practical degree the use and enjoyment 
of such books to the people of the entire state. Said coramissinn 
shall be entitled to receive the assistance of the assistant li­
brarian of the state library who is in charge of the miscellane­
ous department of the state library.
Sec.3 That there be and is hereby appropriated from the treasu­
ry of the state,from funds not otherwise appropriated,the sura 
of $2000,for the purchase of books and equipment and management 
of the traveling libraries here in provided for and to meet all 
expenses incurred in carrying out this act. Of this amount 
$1000 shall be available during the fiscal year ending July 1, 
1900,and $1000 during the fiscal year ending Julyl,1901.
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MAINE
Chapter 22.
AN ACT to establish Traveling Libraries.
Section 1. Under such rules and regulations as the governor and council may prescribe the state 
librarian is hereby authorized to lend books and documents from the state library to any responsible citizen 
of the state, on written application therefor and on payment of all express and carriage charges; but books 
and documents in the library for reference and library use only, shall not be so loaned.
Section 2. On the written application of the officers of any free library within the state or any 
association composed of five or more persons residing in a town destitute of a free library, and on the pay­
ment of ten cents per volume in advance, to cover express and other charges, the state librarian may loan to 
such library or association for a period not exceeding six months, sets of books selected and kept for that 
purpose, not exceeding fifty volumes at any one time. Said books are to be loaned free of charge to the 
patrons of such free library and to the citizens of the town where such association is located, under such rules 
as the free library commission may prescribe.
Section 3. Any person or persons who, on his own request or written application therefor, receives 
the loan of any books or documents from the Maine State Library, shall be held liable for the full value 
thereof to the state librarian, and if he shall neglect or fail to return the same to the library within the pre­
scribed time or shall return the same in an injured or mutilated condition, after due demand and notice, said 
state librarian may maintain an action at law against such person for the full value of such books or 
documents.
Section 4 . The governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall appoint four persons as 
library commissioners in manner following : one person for the term of one year, one for the term of two 
years, one for the term of three years, and one for the term of four years and thereafter one person yearly 
for the term of four years. Said commissioners shall serve without pay and it shall be their duty to encour­
age the establishment of free public libraries, to select the books to be purchased for traveling libraries and to 
advise the state librarian in reference thereto.
Section 5. The state librarian shall be, ex-officio, a member of the library commission and secretary 
thereof. It shall be his duty to purchase the books for traveling libraries, to cause the same to be 
catalogued and placed in proper cases for transportation and use, and to keep accurate accounts of all matters 
relating to the expenditures of money, the transportation of libraries and such other statistics as the commis­
sion may require.
Section 6 . All expenditures of money shall be made with the sanction of the governor and council, 
and the commissioners shall make to them a yearly report. [Approved Feb. 23.]
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MAINE TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 5
Rules for Circulation. ■
■  Except as hereinafter provided the books furnished by the |
, State to a free library or to an association under the law ■ 
a establishing traveling libraries, must be loaned free of 1 
F charge to any and all the inhabitants of the town in which ] 
" the lree library or association is established. .
■  Books loaned to free libraries may be circulated in ac- ■
■  cordance with its rules and regulations. \
“ i. Place and Time. The library shall be kept at a ! 
a convenient place and be open for delivering and returning i
■  books at such times as the trustee in charge shall direct, not 1
* less than one hour for each of three days in each week, of I
• which due public notice shall be given.
■ 2. Readers. After signing the agreement any resident 1
F of the tow n over 14 years of age may draw books as long \ 
\ as he complies with the rules. .
■ A greem en t. \
■ Being a resident of________ _________ __over *
J 14 years of age I hereby agree as a borrower from the Maine ! 
a Traveling Libraries, to pay promptly any fines due from me >
■ for over detention of books, or for injuries of any kind be- 1 
F yond reasonable wear to any book while it is charged to me. \
\ Persons less than 14 years of age shall be entitled to the .
same privileges when their agreements are endorsed by 
their parent or guardian. In agreements of those under 14 \ 
the actual age must be written instead of the figures 14 in I 
the printed form. •
3. Books. One volume may be drawn by each reader 1
and kept two w^ eks. No one taking books from the library ) 
shall have the right to transfer the same to any other per- • 
son. All books shall be returned to the library at the end of ■ 
the period for which they were loaned before being reis- ' 
sued. Books shall not be reserved. ,
4. Fines. A fine of one cent a day shall be paid for
each book kept over time, and any money thus received  ^
shall be used under direction of the trustee for library ex- [ 
penses. No book shall be lent to anyone to whom a book ■ 
or unpaid fine is charged. ■
5. Renewal. A reader returning a book may renew it \ 
for one week.
6 . In juries. Notes corrections of the press or marks ■
of any kind on books belonging to the State are uncondi- j 
tionally forbidden; and all losses or injuries beyond reason- ■ 
able wear, however caused, must be promptly adjusted to |j 
the satisfaction of the trustee by the person to whom the \ 
book is charged. ]
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MAINE cont'd.
G e o . T. L i t t l e , Chair., Brunswick. St a t e  L i b r a r i a n , Augusta, Sec.
A. J. R o b e r t s , Waterville.
L. G. Jo r d a n , Lewiston.
M rs. K a t e  C. E s t a br o ok , Orono.
MAINE LIBRARY COMMISSION.
I n structio n s f o r  L ib r a r ie s  a n d  L ib r a r y  A sso c ia tio n s  D e s ir in g  t h e  
U se o f  T r a v e l in g  L ib r a r ie s .
Printed forms for application for a library will be furnished at this depart­
ment on request.
Signed applications for a traveling library must be accompanied by money 
or check at the rate of ten cents per volume.
Books will be sent out in libraries of 50 volumes or half libraries of 25 vol­
umes each.
The enclosed record book has a page for each book in the library. On this 
page must be entered the name of each borrower of the book, the date when 
taken out, the date of its return, and fines collected. When the books are re­
turned to the State Library, this record book must also be returned. In this 
record book the Library Commissioners will have all the data needed for sta­
tistics on traveling libraries.
The law for traveling libraries must be conspicuously posted where the 
library is kept. The printed contract with the borrower must first be signed 
by him before he can take books from the library. The ten cents per volume 
paid to the State is designed to cover charges for transportation both from and 
to the State Library, and for the ordinary use, wear, and tear of the books.
All books lost or mutilated must be replaced or paid for. The rules for the 
circulation of the books will be found on the inside cover of each volume.
Persons interested in the establishment of a free library in their town or 
village are invited to correspond with the library commission.
All requests for information, blanks, library laws, or other material should 
be directed to the Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine.
Fines collected for over detention of books accrue to the benefit and use of 
the library or association having the care and custody of the books.
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MASSACHUSETTS
1 889.
d the election, powers and duties of trustees of fri
as fo l lo w s :  /
h ap ter three hundred and fo u r o f th e^ cts  o f the y ear 
and e igh ty-eigh t is  hereb y am ended £>y strik in g  out in 
lin es tw o and three the w ords “  not exceed in g  nine in a ll,”  so as to read 
as fo llo w s : Section  2 .  -Said board o f trustees shall consist o f any num ­
ber o f persons div isib le  b y  three w hich the tow n m ay decide to elect, 
one-third thereof to be elected an n u ally  and to continue in office fo r 
three years, excep t that the town sh all first e lect one-third o f the trustees 
fo r one year, one-third fo r  tw o years and one-third fo r  three years, and 
th ereafter one-third the num ber an n u ally  fo r  the term  o f three years, 
N o person sh all be in elig ib le  to serve upon said board o f trustees b y  
reason of sex. Such baaM  o f trustees sh all be elected b y ballot, and 
shall organ ize  an n u ally  b y  the choice o f a chairm an and secretary from  
their own nuioabeyz provided^  any tow n h a v in g  a fre e  pu blic  lib ra ry  
w hich has herejdtore elected a board o f trustees toN n an age the sam e 
con sistin g o^Ka num ber div isib le  b y  three, and has heretofore elected 
ann uallv/m e-third  o f said board fo r three years, m ay continue to elect 
an n u ally  one-third o f said board, and the trustees in office shffil hold 
theH^offices until the term  fo r w h ich  th ey w ere  elected sh all exp ire  
ffm ess the tow n shall vote  otherw ise. [ A p p ro v e d  M arch  1 4 , 1 8 8 9 ^ J \^
1890.
An A ct to promote the establishment and efficiency of free public
libraries.
[Acts of 1890, chapter 347.]
Be it  enacted , etc ., as fo llo w s :
S e c tio n  1. T h e  go vern o r w ith the advice and consent o f the council 
shall appoint five persons, residents o f  the Com m onw ealth , w ho shall 
constitute a board o f lib rary  com m issioners. T he go vern o r shall d esig­
nate the chairm an thereof. One m em ber o f said board shall be appointed 
fo r  the term  of five years, one fo r fou r years, one fo r  three years, one 
fo r  tw o years and one fo r  one y e a r ; and th ereafter the term  o f office 
o f the com m issioners shall he five years. A ll  vacan cies on said board, 
w h ether occurrin g b y  expiration o f term  or otherw ise, shall be filled  by 
the go vern o r w ith  the advice and consent o f the council.
S e c t . 2. T h e  librarian  or trustees o f any free  pu blic  lib rary  m ay ask 
said board fo r advice in regard  to the selection o f books, the cata lo gu in g  
o f  books and any other m atters p ertain in g to the m aintenance or adm in­
istration o f the l ib r a r y ; and the board sh all g iv e  such advice in regard  
to said m atters as it shall find practicable. T h e  board sh all m ake a 
report o f its doings to the gen eral court in Jan u ary  o f  each year, and
public libraries and reading-rooms in towns. 
[Acts of 1889, chapter 112.]
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Minnesota
Laws,1899,chap.353.
sec.l There is hereby created a system of traveling libraries 
which shall be under the management and control of the state 
library commission herein provided for.
Sec.2 There is hereby created a state public library commission 
consisting of 5 members.
Sec.3 The president of the state university and the state sup­
erintendent of public instruction and the secretary of the state 
historical society are hereby constituted ex officio members of 
the said state library commission and the governor of the state 
shall as speedily after the passage of this act as practicable 
appoint by and after the consent of the Senate two suitable 
persons resident in the state of Minnesota as members of the 
said state library commission. The commission shall elect its 
own officers from among its own members.
Sec.4 One of the members appointed by the governor shall be ap­
pointed for a tern of four years and one four six years...
Sec.5 All subsequent appointments of commissioners shall be for 
six years...
Sec.6 No member of said state library commission shall ever re­
ceive any salary or compensation of any kind for services as 
such commissioner.
Sec.7 Members of the state library commission shall be allowed 
and paid necessary expenses in attending meetings Of the commis­
sion or in visiting or in establishing libraries and other in­
cidental and necessary expenses connected with the work of the 
commission.
Sec.8 State library commission is hereby authorized to purchase' 
collections of books the same to be the property offche state of 
Minnesota,which books shall form a state circulating library and 
fromwhich any town,village or community in the state of Minne­
sota may borrow books under the rules and regulations of the 
state library commission. These books are to be divided by the 
commission into groups and are to be known as the Minnesota 
traveling library. The commission shall catalog and otherwise 
prepare the said books for circulation and shall make rules and 
regulations according to the business of the commission and as 
such shall insure the care preservation and safe return of all 
books loaned.
Sec.9 The librarian or trustee of any free public library or the 
trustee or agent of any village,town or community entitled to 
borrow books from said traveling libraries may with out charge 
ask and receive instruction from said state library commission 
upon any matter pertaining to the organization , maintenance or 
administration of the libraries and the said commission shall 
as far premote and assist by counsel and encouragement the pro-
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motion of libraries where none exist and the commission may also 
send its members to aid in organizing new libraries or in improv­
ing those already established.
Sec.10 The state library commission shall keep statistics of 
the free public libraries of Minnesota and a record of the work 
done and books loaned by said commission,and shall make a full 
report to each General Assembly of the legislature of all ex­
penditures by the commission, and such statistics and records as 
shall show the work done by the commission,the use made of the 
traveling libraries and all other matters which they deem exped­
ient for the information of the legislature.
•Sec.11 There is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
state treasury not otherwise appropriated,the sum of* $5000 for 
the year ending Dec.31,1900 and $5000 for the year ending Dec.
31,1901,to be expended by said commission for the purchase and 
equipment of bo&ks to be loaned under the provisions of this act 
and such incidental and clerical expenses as herein before 
mentioned.
Sec.12 A room which shall serve as a.n office for the commission 
shall be provided for in the new capitol building.
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MONTANA
Annotated codes,1895,chap.3.
•Sec.2410 There shall be $1000 appropriated for the year 1895, 
$500 for 1896,and $300 thereafter for the purpose of purchasing 
books for circulating libraries for the state.
Sec»2412 Said libraries shall be under the control of a board 
of superintendent of public instruction,attorney general,and s state auditor.
\t>
Sec.-2413 The moneyAfor the purchase of books for said libra­
ries.
Sec.2414 The books shall be divided into libraries of 100 vol­umes each.
Sec.2415 The board of directors shall make the rales and regula­
tions governing the said libraries.
Sec.2416 Any community,village or city in order of application 
may have use of any one library for six months upon paying the 
expenses of shipping.
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HEW HAMPSHIRE
Public statutes,1891,chap.8,as amended ,1893 & 1895.
N E W  H A M PSH IR E .
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
S ec tio n  2 1 . Tlio governor, w ith  the advice and consent o f the council, shall 
appoint four persons, residents o f th e State, who, togeth er w ith  the State librarian , 
shall constitute a hoard o f  lib ra ry  commissioners. The governor shall designate 
the chairm an thereof. T w o members o f the board shall be appointed for the^term 
o f four years and tw o  for tw o  years, and thereafter the term  o f  office o f  the com­
missioners sh all be $ r o y e a r s . A ll vacancies on the board shall be filled  b y  the 
governor, w ith  the consent o f  th e council.
Sec. 22. The librarian  or trustees o f any free pu blic  lib rary  m ay ask the board for 
advice in regard to  th e selection o f  books, cataloguin g o f  books, and any other 
m atters p ertain in g to the m aintenance or adm inistration o f  the lib ra ry ; and the 
board shall g iv e  such advice in regard  to the m atters as it  shall find p racticable.
The board sh all m ake a report o f its  doings to the legis latu re  bien n ially , w hich shall 
be prin ted in the report o f th e State librarian .
Sec. 23. The board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, upon the a p p li­
cation o f  any town h a vin g  no free p u blic  lib ra ry  owned and controlled b y  the tow n, 
a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for such tow n  en titled  to the 
benefits o f these provisions, such books to  be used b y  the tow n for th e purpose o f 
establish ing a free p u blic  lib ra ry ; and the commissioners shall select and purchase 
a ll books to be so provided.
Sec. 24. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of these provisions relative 
to free public libraries, until such town has accepted the provisions at a regularly 
called town meeting, and until the town shall have provided in a satisfactory man­
ner to the board of commissioners for the care, custody, and distribution of the 
books furnished in accordance therewith.
Sec. 25. Any town accepting the provisions aforesaid shall annually appropriate 
for the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum not less than fifty dol­
lars if  its last assessed valuation was one million dollars or upward, or a sum not 
less than twenty-five dollars if  the valuation was less than one million and not less 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars 
if  the valuation was less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
Se c . 2 6 .1 The board c f  lib rary  commissioners shall receive no compensation, bu t 
shall bo allow ed such reasonable sum for clerica l assistance and other necessary 
expenses, in the discharge o f  its duties, as the governor and council sh all determine, 
not exceeding fi-v-# hundred..dollars in any and a ll sums expended under
the provisions o f  th is act shall be p aid  from the State  treasu ry  after th e  b ills  there­
for have been ajiproved b y the board and b y  the governor and council.
Laws,1395,chap.8♦
S e c t . 9. The board of library commissioners shall, at least 
twice in each year, issue a library bulletin, which shall contain 
recommendations as to the best methods to be employed in 
library work, together with notes on library progress, and such 
other matters of general information relating to library work 
as they may deem proper. The said bulletin shall be printed 
and distributed under the direction of the commissioners, at 
least three copies of the same being sent to each free public 
library in the state, and such further distribution being made 
as the judgment of the board may suggest.
S e c t . 1 0 . Chapter 8, section 21, of the Public Statutes 
shall be amended by striking out the word “two” in the seventh 
line, and inserting the word “four” in place thereof. Such 
change in length of term of office shall also apply to full term 
appointments made since the organization of the board.
S e c t . 1 1 . The board of library commissioners shall receive 
no compensation, but shall be allowed such reasonable sum 
for clerical assistance and other necessary expenses as the gov­
ernor and council may determine; and all sums expended under 
the provisions of this act shall be paid from the state treasury 
after the bills therefor have been approved by the board and 
by the governor and council.
S e c t . 1 2 . All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this 
act are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect May 1, 
1895.
[Approved March 29, 1895.]
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NEW JERSEY
Bill passed 1900
T r aveling 
libraries.
Cost.
B o o k s ,  
book cases, 
r e p a i r s, 
&c.
Locations.
A n act to establish  and prom ote state tra v e lin g
libraries. (P. L. 1898 p. 415, approved A p ril 20, 1898.)
1. T h e board of com m issioners of the state lib ra ry  
be and th ey  are hereb y d irected to devise m ethods fo r 
th e creation  of sm all state tra v e lin g  libraries, w ith  a ll 
necessary applian ces for th e operation, d irectio n  and 
control of the same ; said libraries shal l be sty led  
“ trav e lin g  lib ra r ies ,”  and so m any of them  as m ay be 
found advantageous for use in the state m ay be p ro­
vided for under ru les and regu lation s to be p ro m u l­
gated  b y said com m issioners ; the cost, how ever, of the 
p rovision  th erefor sh a ll not exceed  the am ount w h ich  
sh all be an n u ally  appropriated by th e leg is la tu re  fo r  
such purpose.
2. T h e  nature and character of the books to be p u r­
chased sh all be determ ined and con tro lled  b y  th e  said 
com m ission or a m ajority  of them , ann th e purcha.se of 
a ll books to be used in connection w ith  said tra v e lin g  
lib rary  sh all be made as said com m ission m ay d irect; 
th ey  sh all have au th o rity  to purchase from  any appro­
p riation  th at sh all be m ade such and So m any sm all 
book-cases and outer trav e lin g  cases as exp e rie n ce  and 
the su ccessfu l and u sefu l operation  of the said system  
of tra v e lin g  lib raries m ay require, and th e y  sh all have 
fu ll a u th ority  from  any appropriation  w h ich  m ay from  
tim e to tim e be made to rep air and keep  said cases in 
good order and to purchase new cases w hen necessary 
and to k eep  th e books in said tra v e lin g  libraries in
good condition  by re-b in din g or by re-purchase or sub. 
stitu tio n  of books or oth erw ise , and provid e a ll neces­
sary p rin tin g  and cata lo gu in g  for th e same.
3. Said  trav e lin g  lib raries sh a ll be u sed and o p er­
ated at such poin ts as th e said com m ission m ay direct, 
but th e said com m ission sh all not be authorized to e x ­
pend m oneys for th e ren tal of any place or p laces in 
any m u n icip a lity  in  th is  state  from  w h ich  distribu tion  
sh a ll be made from  said trav e lin g  libraries.
PftftPOGED ACT TO PROMOTE THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT AND EFFICIENCY OF FREE 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
T H E P A S S A G E  OF TH IS A C T  B Y  T H E L E G IS L A T U R E  A T  A N  
E A R L Y  D A Y , SH O U LD  B E  U R G E D  B Y  E V E R Y  P E R SO N  
IN T E R E ST E D  IN P U B L IC  L IB R A R IE S  IN N E W  J E R S E Y .
S e c t i o n  1 . Be it enacted, by the senate and 
general assembly of the state  of New Jersey, T hat 
the governor, w ithin th ir ty  days after the passage of 
this act, shall appoint five persons, residents of this 
state, who shall constitute a public lib rary  commis­
sion. Such appointm ent, if made during  the session 
of the legislature, shall be w ith the advice and con­
sent of the senate. One m em ber of said commission 
shall he appointed for a term  of five years, one for 
four years, one for three years, one for two years and 
one for one year, who shall hold office until their 
successors are appointed. A nnually  hereafter, w ithin 
th irty  days afte r the assem bling of the legislature, 
the Governor, w ith the advice and consent of the 
senate, shall appoint one m em ber of said commission, 
for a term  of five years. All vacancies on said com­
mission, other than  by expiration of term , shall be 
filled by the governor for the rem ainder of the unex­
pired term , w ithin th irty  days after notice thereof 
shall be given to him  in w riting ; and all such appoint­
m ents to fill vacancies, if made during  the session of 
the legislature, shall be w ith the advice and consent
\ «^  to to
MtfrPOGED ACT TO PROMOTE THE ESTABLISH­
MENT AND EFFICIENCY OF FREE 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
T H E P A S S A G E  OF TH IS A C T  B Y  T H E L E G IS L A T U R E  A T  A N  
E A R L Y  D A Y , SH O U LD  B E  U R G E D  B Y  E V E R Y  PE R SO N  
IN T E R E ST E D  IN P U B L IC  L IB R A R IE S  IN N E W  J E R S E Y .
S e c t i o n  1 . Be it enacted, by the senate and 
general assembly of the state of New Jersey, T hat 
the governor, w ith in  th irty  days after the passage of 
this act, shall appoint five persons, residents of this 
state, who shall constitute a public lib rary  commis­
sion. Such appointm ent, if made during  the session 
of the legislature, shall be w ith the advice and con­
sent of the senate. One m em ber of said commission 
shall be appointed for a term  of five years, one for 
four years, one for three years, one for two years and 
one for one year, who shall hold office until their 
successors are appointed. A nnually hereafter, w ithin 
th irty  days afte r the assem bling of the legislature, 
the Governor, w ith the advice and consent of the 
senate, shall appoint one m em ber of said commission, 
for a term  of five years. Ail vacancies on said com­
mission, other than  by expiration of term , shall be 
filled by the governor for the rem ainder of the unex­
pired term , w ithin th irty  days after notice thereof 
shall be given to him  in w riting ; and all such appoint­
m ents to fill vacancies, if made during  the session of 
the legislature, shall be w ith the advice and consent
18
' J n a i l  am ount for the encouragem ent of new
iterest throughout the State is very g re a t  
d the lack of inform ation ag to w hat steps 
taken for the inauguration of such work, is 
keenly felt, The New Jersey Library Association is 
not in the position, financially, to give the question 
the attention which it deserves. I t  requires tim e, 
and a knowledge of the facts to enlighten the seekers 
for information, which our correspondence has shown 
to be many. "We are confident th a t the tim e is ripe 
for a forward movement in this direction. W hen we 
reflect th a t Massachusetts has only seven towns in the 
entire State w ithout a free public library, certainly 
the field for active work io New Jersey is very large.
That the efforts of the New Jersey L ibrary Asso­
ciation in this direction will hear fru it is the earnest 
wish of the committee
/ W . C. K i m b a l l , Passaic 
W . R. W e e k s , Newark.
J  00.
R. S. S i n c l a i r , SouthX hange. 
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of the senate. Said commission shall m ake a report
o its doings to the legislature in Jan u ary  of each 
year.
Sec . 2. That no m em ber of said commission 
shall receive any compensation; bu t said commission 
tor its necessary traveling  and other incidental 
expenses, and for clerical assistance in the discharge 
of its duties, m ay expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually , in addition to the expendi­
tures here inafter provided. All sums expended, under 
the provisions of this Act, shall be paid from the state 
treasury , a fte r the bills therefor have been approved 
by the commission, and sent to the state  comptroller 
who shall audit and certify  the same to the state 
treasurer.
Sec . 3. l h a t  the librarian  or trustees of any 
free public lib rary  in this state, or any person or per- 
sons desirous of organizing a free public library, 
m ay ask said commission for advice in regard to the 
selection of books, the cataloguing thereof, and any 
o ther m atters perta in ing  to the establishm ent, m ain­
tenance or adm inistration of such library, and the 
commission shall give such advice, in regard to such 
m atters, as i t  shall find practicable.
Sec . -f. That said commission is hereby au th o r­
ized to donate to any free public library  under m u ­
nicipal control in this state, upon the application of 
its board of trustees, a sum or sums not exceeding in 
the aggregate  one hundred dollars, for books for 
such L ibrary, provided, th a t the Board of Trustees, 
of such Free Public L ibrary  shall first satisfy said 
commission th a t they have set apart from the funds 
of such free public library  an equal sum of 
m oney to be expended for the purchase of books for 
such lib rary ; and provided, fu rther, th a t the provis-
19
ions of this section shall not apply to any free public 
library having upwards of five thousand books
Sec. 5. That said commission shall not m cui 
any debt, or m ake any donation or expenditure, ex­
ceeding in the aggregate the appropriation m ade for 
its use from tim e to tim e by the legislature of th is
State. 4
Sec . 6. That this act shall be deemed a public act, 
and shall take effect imm ediately, and th a t all acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent herew ith be and the 
same are hereby repealed.
20
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»
bined libraries and museum s, and the w ord 
1 ibrary shall be construed to include reference 
and circulating libraries and reading-room s.
§ 36 E stablish m en t. B y  m ajority  vote at 
a n y  election, a n y  city, v illage, town, school 
district, or other body authorized to le v y  and 
collect taxes, or b y  vote of its com m on 
council, or b y  action of a board of estim ate 
and apportionm ent or other proper auth or­
ity, a n y  city, or b y  vote of its trustees, any 
v illag e, m ay establish  and m aintain  a  free 
public lib rary , w ith or w ithout branches, 
e ith er b y  itse lf or in connection w ith  any 
other body authorized to m aintain  such 
library. W h en ever 25 taxp ayers shall so 
petition, th e question of p rovid ing lib rary  
facilities shall be voted  on at the n ext e lec­
tion or m eetin g  at w hich taxes m ay be 
voted, provided th at due public notice shall 
have been g iven  of the proposed action. 
(As a m en d ed  by la w s  o f  189s, ch. 859, § 5 .)
§ 37, S ubsidies. B y  sim ilar vote m oney 
m ay be gran ted  tow ard the support of 
libraries not ow ned b y  the public but m ain­
tain ed for its w elfare  and free u s e ; provided, 
catch libraries shall be subject to the 
suspend from  office b y  vote  of a m ajority  of 
the entire board an y trustee, officer or em ­
ployee en gaged  under special contract, on
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  th e  d a t e  o f  N e w  Y o rk
D epartm ents
3 E x te n sio n  —  in clu din g sum m er, v a c a ­
tion, even in g  and correspondence schools 
and other form s of extension teaching, 
lecture courses, study clubs, read in g  circles 
and other agencies for the prom otion and 
w id er extension  of opportunities and fac il­
ities for education, sp ecially  for those unable 
to atten d the usual teach in g  institutions.
P u b lic  l ib r a r ie s  d iv is io n .  T o  prom ote 
the gen eral lib rary  interests of the state, 
w h ich  through it apportions and expends 
$25,000 a y e ar for the benefit of free public 
libraries. U nder its ch arge  are the tra v e l­
in g  libraries for len d in g  to local libraries or 
to com m unities not y e t h a v in g  perm anent 
libraries.
T h e  m ost im portant factor of the exten ­
sion m ovem ent is provision of the best 
read in g  for all citizens b y  m eans of tra v e l­
in g, hom e and capitol libraries and anno­
ta ted  lists  th rough the public libraries 
division.
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  N e w  Y o rk  
Public L ib ra rie s  D ivision
S T A T E  A ID  T O  L I B R A R I E S
T h e  P ublic libraries division  is devoted 
so lely  to prom oting gen eral library  interests 
of the state, w hich through it expends 
$25,000 a year for the benefit of free public 
libraries. Its ob ject is to stim ulate the 
form ation of local libraries and on request 
to g iv e  needed advice and supervision in 
organizing or in im proving the m ethods of 
existin g  institutions; to provide annotated 
lists of the best books on a ll subjects, and 
in all practicable w ays to assist com m unities 
w illin g  to do th eir p art in provid ing the 
best readin g for their citizens.
TO E ST A BL ISH  A PUBLIC LIBRARY
1 S en d  to  the P u b lic  lib raries d ivision  a
clear statem ent of the local conditions and 
g e t c irculars and official blanks.
2 A p p ly  for a tra v e lin g  library, w h ich  w ill 
furnish a t once 50 or 100 of the best volum es 
for popular readin g. On application of 25 
resident taxp ayers w ith  satisfactory gu aran ­
tee for return of books, and p aym ent of $3 
for 50 or $5 for 100 volum es, a library, to be 
used for six  m onths w ill be sent wdthout
LP263P-J egg-1000
§ 25 V is ita tio n  and reports. T he regen ts 
or their com m ittees or officers shall v isit, 
e x am ine into and inspect th e condition and 
operations of e v e ry  institution and depart­
m ent in the U n ive rs ity , and require o f each 
an annual report verified  b y  oath of its pre­
sid in g officer, and g iv in g  inform ation con­
cernin g trustees, facu lty, students, instruc­
tion, equipm ent, m ethods, and operations, 
w ith  such other inform ation and in such form  
as m ay  be prescribed b y  the regen ts w ho 
shall an n u ally  report to  the legislatu re  the 
condition of the U n iversity  and of each of 
its institutions and departm ents, w ith  any 
further inform ation or recom m endations 
w h ich  th ey  shall deem  it desirable to su b m it; 
and such parts of th eir report as th e y  shall 
deem  n ecessary for use in advan ce of the 
annual volum e, m ay be printed b y  the state 
printer as bulletins. F or refusal or continued 
n eg lect on the part of an y institution in the 
U n iversity  to m ake the report required b y  
this section, or for violation of a n y  law , the 
regen ts m ay suspend the charter or an y of 
the rig h ts and p riv ileges o f such institution.
bined libraries and museum s, and the w ord 
hb rary  shall be construed to include reference 
and circulating libraries and reading-room s.
§ 36 E stablish m en t. B y  m ajority  vote at 
a n y  election, a n y  city, v illage, town, school 
district, or other body authorized to le v y  and 
collect taxes, or b y  vote of its comm on 
council, or b y  action of a board of estim ate 
a nd apportionm ent or other proper auth or­
ity, an y  city , or b y  vote of its trustees, any 
v illag e, m ay establish and m aintain  a free 
public lib rary , w ith  or w ithout branches, 
either b y  itse lf or in connection w ith  any 
other body authorized to m aintain  such 
library. W h en ever 25 taxp ayers shall so 
petition, the question of p rovid in g lib rary  
facilities shall be voted  on at the n ext elec­
tion or m eetin g at w hich taxes m ay be 
voted, provided th at due public notice shall 
have  been given  of the proposed action. 
(A s amended by laws o f 1895, ch. £59, § 5 .)
§ 37, Subsidies. B y  sim ilar vote m oney 
m ay be gran ted  tow ard  the support of 
libraries not ow ned b y  the public but m ain­
tain ed  for its w elfare  and free u s e ; provided, 
+Uof. catch libraries shall be subject to the 
suspend from  office b y  vote  of a m ajority  of 
the entire board an y trustee, officer or em ­
ployee en gaged  under special contract, on
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books circulated are of such a character as 
to m erit a  gran t of public m oney and that 
the am ount granted yearly  to libraries on 
the basis of circulation shall not exceed io 
cents for each volum e of the circulation thus 
certified b y  the regents.
|  38 Taxes. Taxes, in addition to those 
otherw ise authorized, m ay be voted b y  any 
authority nam ed in § 36 and for an y  purpose 
specified in sections 36 and 37,and shall, unless 
otherw ise directed b y  such vote, b e  con­
sidered as annual appropriations therefor 
till changed b y  further vote, and shall be 
levied  and collected yearly, or as directed, as 
are other general ta x e s; and all m oney re­
ceived from  taxes or other sources fa  
such library shall be kept as a separat< 
library  fund and expended only under direc 
tion of the library trustees on properl; 
authenticated vouchers.
§ 39 Trustees. Such libraries shall, b 
m an aged b y  trustees who shall have all th 
pow ers of trustees of other educational inst 
tutions of the U niversity as defined in thi 
a c t ; provided, unless otherwise specified i 
the*charter, that the number of trustees sha 
be five; th at they shall be elected b y  th 
lega l voters, except that in cities th ey  sha 
be appointed b y  the m ayor w ith the consei
28
Of the com m on council, from  citizens o f
z : T ce
which r e c ^ v l f s t a f ^ k l libraLV ° r m aseum  
eruption from  taxatfoiTor o th e r'p r iy ik g e  not 
usu ally  accorded to business ,  g  , not 
shall m aTra fh sm ess corporations
s h a llm a jc e ^ e report required b y  § 25 o f this
tion fr  SUCh, reP° rt ShaU relieve the institu-
b v  s t l t  T " 1 ln g  a n y  rep° rt n ° w  required 
b y  statute or charter to be m ade to the l e i s ­
ure, or to a n y  departm ent, court or other 
auth ority  of the state. T h ese  reports shall 
e sum m arized and transm itted to the legis- 
^ la tu reb yth e  regents w ith the annual reports 
>of the state library  and state m useum
8 ,V n f Yu 6 liv e r y  lib rary  established under 
§ 36 o f this act shall be forever free  to t Z  
inhabitants o f th e lo ca lity  w hich establishes 
■ it, subject a lw ays to the rules o f the lib rary  
-rustees, w ho shall have auth ority  to ex­
clude a n y  person w ho w ilfu lly  violates such
29
ru les; and the trustees .nay, under such 
conditions as th ey th ink expedient, exten d  
the p riv ileges of the library  to persons liv in g  
outside such locality. (A s  a m en d ed  by  la w s  
o f  1895, ch . 859, § 6.)
§ 43 Injuries to property. Whoever in­
tentionally injures, defaces or destroys any 
property belonging to or deposited in any 
incorporated library, reading-room, museum, 
or other educational institution, shall be 
punished by imprisonment in a state prison 
for not more than three years, or in a county 
jail for not more than one year, or by a fine 
of not more than $500, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment.
§ 4 4  Detention. W hoever w ilfu lly  detains 
a n y  book, new spaper, m agazine, pam phlet, 
m anuscript or other property b elo n gin g  to 
an y  public or incorporated library, reading-; 
room, m useum  or other educational in stitu ­
tion, for 30 days after notice in w ritin g  to 
return the same, given  after the expiration 
of the tim e w hich b y  the rules of such insti-1 
tution, such article or other property m ay  b e  
kept, shall be punished b y  a fine of not less 
than one nor more than $25, or b y  im prison­
m ent in  the ja il not exceeding six m onths, 
and the said notice shall bear on its face a 
copy of this section.
3°
§ 45 Transfer of libraries. A n y  corpora- 
j  t i° ” ’ “ R a t i o n ,  school district or com bina-
, 1Stncts m ay- %  legal vote dulv 
^ j ^ I ^ b y t h e r e ^
sbip an d confrol~ ofT fs library, w ith  all its 
appurtenances to a n y  public library  in the
S r b rsity; - ? ^ th e re a fte rsa id p u b lic iib ^ yshall be entitled to receive a n y  m oney, b o o k l 
other property from  the state or other
sources; to w hich said corporation, association
such T7  dhave been entitled ** forsuch transfer, and the trustees or body
making the transfer shall thereafter be re^
lieved  of all responsibility p ertain in g to
property thus transferred. g
o f a n v  L ° C a,fle?ieC t. I f  the local authorities 
y  library supported w h olly  or in part
a n d Z l r ney; ^  f°  Provide for the safety 
and public usefulness of its b o o k *  7
an d if  said trustees shall refuse or neglect to 
rem ove them  from^office and t h i S s f t i F ^ n
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books and other library property wholly or 
in part paid for from state money shall be 
under the full and direct control of the re- 
gents who, as shall seem best for public 
interests, may appoint new trustees to carry 
on the library, or may store it or distribute 
its books to other libraries.
§ 47 Loans of books from state. Under 
such rules as the regents may prescribejbhey 
may le n d from the state library, duplicate 
departmentTor from~booksT specially given 
or bought for this purpose, selections-of 
books__for a limited time to any public 
library in this state under visitation of the 
regents, or to any community not yet having 
established such library, but which has con­
formed to the conditions required for such 
loans.
§ 48 Advice and instruction from state 
library officers. The trustees or librarian or 
any citizen interested in any public library 
in this state shall be entitled to ask from the 
officers of the state libraryL-anyL.needed-^d- 
vice or instruction as to a library building, 
furniture and equipment, government and 
service, rules for readers, selecting, buying, 
cataloguing, shelving, lending books, or any 
other matter pertaining to the establishment, 
reorganization or administration of a public
32
library. The regents may provide for giving, 
such advice a n d  instruction either personally 
orThrougj^ ^  correspond-
enceT^eltEer^by^the state library staff or 
by a library commission of competent ex­
perts appointed by the regents to serve 
without salary. The regents may, on re­
quest, select or buy books, or furnish instead 
of money apportioned, or may make ex­
changes and loans through the duplicate 
department of the state library. Such as­
sistance shall be free to residents of this 
state as far as practicable, but the regents 
may, in their discretion, charge a proper fee 
to non-residents or for assistance of apersonal 
nature or for other reason not properly an 
expense to the state, but which may be 
authorized for the accommodation of users 
of the library.
§ 49 Use of fees and fines. The regents 
may use receipts from fees, fines, gifts from 
private sources, or sale of regents’ bulletins 
and similar printed matter, for buying 
books or for any other proper expenses of 
carrying on their work.
§ 50 Apportionment of public library 
money. Such sum as shall have been appro­
priated by the legislature as public library 
money shall be paid annually by the treas- 
I urer on the warrant of the controller, from
33
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OHIO
STALL LIBRARY LAW OF 1896.
An act to amend sections 342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 348, 349, 
350, 351, 352 and 353 of the Revised Statutes of Ohio.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, That sections 342, 343, 344, 345, 346, 347, 348, 349, 350, 351, 
352 and 353 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as follows:
Section 342. The governor with the advice and consent of the 
senate shall appoint three persons, residents of the state, who shall con­
stitute a board of library commissioners. One member of said board 
shall be appointed for two years, one for four years and one for six years, 
and thereafter the term of office shall be six years. All vacancies on 
said board to be filled by the governor by and with the advice and con­
sent of the senate. The members of the board shall receive no compensa­
tion for their services.
Second 343. The board may expend a sum not exceeding one 
thousand dollars annually, for clerical assistance and incidental and nec­
essary expenses, including traveling expenses in the discharge of its 
duties; and all sums expended under the provisions ot this act shall be 
paid by the state treasurer on the warrant of the auditor of state, after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board.
Section 344. The board of library commissioners shall have the 
management of the state library, appoint and remove the librarian with 
the consent of the governor, and said library commissioners with the 
consent of the librarian shall appoint the assistants in the library during 
their pleasure. Make such rules for the government of the library and 
the use of the books and other property of the library as they deem 
necessary.
Section 345. The librarian shall give bonds to the state in the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, with sureties approved by the board of library 
commissioners, for the faithful discharge of his duties and the delivery 
over to his successor of all the property of the state in his possession. 
The assistants in the library shall be required to give bond to the 
state in the sum of one thousand dollars. These bonds shall be deposited 
with the treasurer of the state.
Section 346. The librarian shall be secretary of the board of library 
commissioners and shall perform all the duties belonging to that position.
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VERMONT
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 
VERMONT.
The Board of Library Commissioners herewith submits its 
second biennial report. The laws of the State relative to public 
libraries, taken from “Vermont Statutes, 1894,” are as follows:
Chapter 48.
ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
B oard of L ibrary C ommissioners.
Section 875. The governor shall appoint five persons, resident 
of the state, who shall constitute a board of library commissioners. 
The governor shall designate the chairman thereof. One member 
of said board shall be appointed for the term of five years, one for 
four years, one for three years, one for two years and one for one 
year; and thereafter the term of office of the commissioners shall 
be five years. All vacancies on said board, wdiether occurring by 
expiration of term or otherwise, shall be filled by the governor.
Se c . 8 7 6 . The librarian or trustees of any free public library 
may ask said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, 
the cataloguing of books and any other matters pertaining to the 
maintenance or administration of the library; and the board shall 
give such advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. 
The board shall make a report of its doings biennially to the 
general assembly.
Se c . 877. Said board shall expend, upon the application of the 
board of library trustees of any town having no free public library 
owned and controlled by the town, a sum not exceeding one 
hundred dollars for books for any such town entitled to the benefits 
of this section; such books shall be used by said trustees for the 
purpose of establishing a free public library, and said commissioners 
shall select and purchase all books so provided.
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Sec.l Be it enacted ...that the governor shall appoint five 
persons who with the state librarian shall constiyute free li­
brary commission. Two of the members appointed by the governor 
shall be appointed for a tern of four years,and three of the 
members for a term of five years. All subsequent appointments 
shall be for a term of five years each. The commission shall 
elect a chairman . The state librarian shall be ex officio sec­
retary of said commission.
Sec.2 The commission shall give advice and counsel to all free 
libraries in the state and to all communities which may propose 
to establish them as to the best means of establishing and ad- 
raimistering such libraries,the selection of books,cataloging 
and other details of library management. The commission Shall 
have the powers of general supervision and inspection and the 
right of requiring reports which is invested in the state li­
brarian... The commission shall also establish and maintain out 
of such sum as comes into their hands by appropriation or 
otherwise through out the Commonwealth.
Sec.3 Ho member of this commission shall receive compensation 
for his services as a member.
146
WISCONSIN
FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION.
How Constituted  ; Officers ; Appropriation. Section 373a, 
as amended by chapter 53 of the laws of 1899. The governor shall 
appoint two persons for terms of five years each, who, with the 
president of the university, the state superintendent and the sec­
retary of the state historical society, shall constitute a free library 
commission. Appointments to fill vacancies shall be made by 
the governor for the unexpired term. The officers of the commis­
sion shall be a chairman to be elected from the members thereof 
for the term of one year, and a secretary, not of its own number, 
to be appointed by the commission ard who will serve at the will 
of the commission, under such conditions and for such compen­
sation as to it shall seem adequate. Said secretary shall keep a 
record of the proceedings of the commission, keep accurate ac­
counts of its financial transactions, have charge of its work in or­
ganizing new libraries and improving those established, and in 
general perform such duties as may from time to time be assigned 
him by said commission. In addition to his salary he shall be 
allowed his actual and necessary traveling expenses while abseLt 
from his office upon the service of the commission, such expenses, 
when approved by the chairman or acting chairman, to be certi­
fied under oath to the secretary of state in the same manner as
other bills incurred by the commission. Said commission may 
also engage, from time to time, as desired, such other clerical and 
expert assistance as shall be requisite in the performance of the 
work of the commission as set forth in this section. The com­
mission shall give advice to all free libraries and to all communi­
ties which may propose to establish them as to the best means of 
establishing and administering such libraries, selecting and 
cataloging books, and other details of library management, may 
send any of its members to aid in organizing such libraries or in 
the improvement of those established. It shall make a biennial 
report to the governor. No member of such commission shall be 
compensated for his services, but accounts for the traveling ex­
penses of the members thereof in attending meetings or in visit­
ing or establishing libraries, and other necessary incidental ex­
penses connected with their duties, may be audited by the secre­
tary of state when certified by the chairman and secretary of the 
commission. There is annually appropriated to said commission 
the sum of four thousand dollars, and any balance not expended 
in any one year may be added to the expenditure for any ensuing
^ O f f ic e , P rinting  and In ciden tal  E xpenses.—Section 3735. 
The commission sh ill further be allowed the use of a suitable 
office in the capitol or historical library building, and the secre­
tary of state shall audit the duly certified bills of the commission 
for expressage, drayage and telegraphing, and the state printer, 
upon the order of the commissioners of public printing, shall 
print such circulars, labels and blanks as mav be required.
Summer School.— Chapter 238, laws of 1899. The free library 
commission is hereby empowered to conduct a summer school of 
library science in connection with the summer scnool of the uni­
versity of Wisconsin, and to hoid librarians’ institutes in various 
parts of the state in order to train librarians of public, school and 
traveling libraries to make wiser and more effective use of the li­
braries in their charge. The commission is also authorized to ac­
cept, arrange and circulate books, traveling libraries and pictures 
to be loaned to public libraries, traveling library associations, 
study clubs, farming communities, charitable and penal institu­
tions, and individuals, under such conditions and instructions as 
shall make them of the greatest good to the greatest number. In 
order to care for such traveling libraries, to bind periodicals for 
them, to encourage the growth of study clubs in connection with 
them, to train librarians to be better educators, to aid more effi­
ciently in the proper organization of new libraries, and to aid in 
building up a better system of popular education for people who 
have finished their education in the schools, there is hereby 
annually appropriated to the free library commission, in addition 
to such sums as have been heretofore appropriated, the sum of 
three thousand and five hundred dollars, and any balance not ex­
pended in any one year may be added to the expenditure for any 
ensuing year.
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